
 

 
 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 
 

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 22, 2023 

 
 
 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

 
GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Xan Morgan 
 
PRELUDE  Let Me Be Thine Forever Johann Christoph Bach 
 (Tune: Ich dank dir, lieber Herre) (1642-1703, German)  
 
*INVOCATION  Sorbie Richner 
(*If you are able, please stand) 
 
*HYMN 579 Lord God, Your Love Has Called Us Here CAREY’S (SURREY) 
 
*THE PSALM from Psalm 27 Sorbie Richner 
  

Leader:  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

People:  One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: to live in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire  
in his temple. 

Leader:  Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 
People:  “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
All:  Your face, Lord, do I seek. 

 
*GLORIA (Hymn 72, sung twice) 

 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, Gloria! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:1-4 Sorbie Richner 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
TIME AS CHILDREN Xan Morgan 
[Children are invited to come forward. Following Time as Children, kids (through 5th grade) will 
leave for Children’s Ministry in the play space today.] 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Xan Morgan 
Lord’s Prayer (“debts”) on hymnal page 896 
 
ANTHEM O King of Love! - Lloyd Larson 

 

O King of love, how strong and true; eternal God, yet ever new! 
Unbounded love, how deep, how great, no power on earth can separate! 
In nights of pain and helplessness You heal, bring comfort, and You bless. 
In days of joy and endless love we see You in the skies above. 
Redeeming love, You bore our shame; on Calvary’s hill You took our blame. 
Amazing love! How can it be that You would die so willingly? 
O Lord, You gave Your life for us; Your life, full sacrifice upon the cross! 
You conquered death, we’ve been set free to live with You eternally! 



King of love beyond all measure, O love beyond compare! 
Lord, we lift to You our voices in this house of praise and prayer. 
May your love forever flourish in this family of grace,  
May we run the race before us as a sacrifice of praise. 
King of love beyond all measure, O love beyond compare! 
Lord, receive our gifts of worship in this house of praise and prayer. 
O King of love, how strong and true; eternal God, yet ever new! 
Unbounded love, how deep, how great, no power on earth can separate! 
O King of love, amazing love! Receive the gifts of praise we raise to You!. Amen. 

 
*GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:12-23 Gretchen Sanewsky 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON One Step Gretchen Sanewsky 

 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS Have Mercy on Me, O God Carl Schalk 

 

Have mercy on me, O God. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
and cleanse me from my sin. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Have mercy on me, O God. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners will return to thee.  
Have mercy on me, O God. 

 
*HYMN 568 Christ for the World We Sing ITALIAN HYMN 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Greeting:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Response:  And also with you.  

 
BENEDICTION 

  
POSTLUDE Präludium in C Major Johann Christian Kittel 
   (1732-1809, German) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
We pray for Nancy Rushton, Esther Floyd, Marilyn Marsh, the Duke family, Maria Pierantozzi, 
Allison Lovell, Mrs. Essie Slaughter, Mia Jermano, Tom and Terri Rubenstein, John Rowe, Fay 
Key, Leah Grange, Jackie, and Kris Ledyard Arges. 
 
 
 
Rev. Gretchen Sanewsky, and her daughter Kylen, have been members of First Baptist for seven 
years. Gretchen spent 23 years of her career as a Pastor, served churches in New York State, and 
most recently served as Pastor of First Baptist Church of Jackson. Immediately following her 
ministry in Jackson, she was the Director of Outreach for Huron Valley PACE serving older 
adults with chronic health conditions. Gretchen is currently the Executive Director of The Arc of 
Northwest Wayne County, a nonprofit providing advocacy and support to people with 
disabilities. She is a native of Canada but has spent many years in New York State and Michigan. 
She has three young adult children. 
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We’re glad you’re here! Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card in your bulletin and 
place it in offering plate when it comes by later in the service. You can indicate any prayer 
requests you have and let us know if you’d like a name tag and/or our bi-weekly communication 
about the life of the church.  

 
You may place your offering in one of the plates when they are passed. Or 
make your offering online using this QR code or via PayPal (@fbca2) and place 
a Connection Card indicating so in the offering plate. 
  
Church service hearing aids are available at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Next Sunday, Jan 29, we will have our annual finance meeting after the worship service. Among 
other things, we will discuss and vote on the proposed budget for the life and ministry of our 
church in 2023. We hope you will join us. If joining by Zoom, you can find the link at 
fbca2.org/connect. 
 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All children 
are welcome in worship. Worshipful Play Bags are available as you enter the sanctuary. Nursery 
care is available for children (infant through 3 yrs) on the top floor. Children (through 5th grade) 
leave for Church School following Time as Children. 
 
Children and Youth Cook for our Daytime Warming Shelter guests today. Following worship 
(11:30-12:30), children, youth, and their parents are invited to prepare chicken enchiladas for our 
guests. Pick up your kids from their Church School classrooms and head to the fellowship hall.  
We’ll have stations with family-friendly tasks to do. There is no need have brought anything, just 
show up! A big thank you to Grace VanderVliet and Amanda Shutko for making this service 
opportunity possible. 
   
Sermon Discussion and Group Sharing. Sundays, 11:30a-12:30p, today through February 26th. 
Dick Bowser will lead the conversation today on the themes, questions, implications, and possible 
applications of the sermon just preached in the Sunday service. It's a free-flowing discussion in 
which all ideas, perspectives, questions, and concerns are welcome. Opportunity is also given 
each week for participants to offer personal sharing if they wish, so that we can know and support 
each other better. Join us in the Memorial Lounge for this time of thoughtful discussion and 
connection. 
 
Parenting as a Spiritual Journey Book Group. Beginning on February 5, we’ll gather following 
fellowship time (11:30-12:30p) to discuss Parenting as a Spiritual Journey by Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-
Kreimer. Connect with Xan Morgan to get a copy of the book. Kids will be engaged with 
Children’s Choir and supervised play during this time.  
Fuchs-Kreimer’s interviews with over 100 parents plus her own experience as a mother of two, 
illuminate the journey we take every day in raising our children. Included are rituals, prayers, and 
inspiring passages from sacred texts that are woven throughout this wise, funny, and lyrical book.   

Join us for Night Prayer on Tuesdays, 8:30pm, on our church Facebook page 
(facebook.com/fbca2).   
 



Campus Ministry on Wednesdays at 6:30p in the Memorial Lounge. Subscribe to the weekly e-
newsletter at https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa. 
 
The ChristCare Group is back! The group is holding their first meeting in person since the COVID 
shutdown. The initial meeting will be today at 11:30a in the Campus Center living room. Come 
check it out! 
 
Faith and Poetry discussion group. Join a lively, though virtual, discussion of poems and faith. We 
gather via Zoom at 7:00pm on January 23.  Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87546688933. 
We anticipate meeting monthly. 
 
Shared Suppers. Let's eat, and talk, and enjoy one another's company with no agenda, no 
decisions to make beyond whether or not to have seconds...Our newly revived Shared Suppers 
evenings are starting, with the first one being March 11. The Board of Care and Community 
sponsors this opportunity for our FBC Family to gather and get to know one another better. What 
better way to do that than around a family table? We gather in smallish groups (6-8ish) in homes 
for Shared Suppers. They are potluck style and happen on the 2nd Saturday and Sunday, every 
other month, i.e., March, May etc. The groups will be different every time so folks can interact 
with those they may not know so well. If you are interested in being on the list of participants, 
contact Mary Davis or stop in at the Ministry Center to leave your name and email. Being on the 
list only indicates interest, not a commitment to come. You will be contacted for availability about 
two weeks before each supper. Of course, everyone won't be able to come every time. 
Children/youth are welcome to participate. Shared transportation can also be arranged.   
 
Seek, serve, and grow with us! More information about these opportunities at 
fbca2.org/connect or use the QR code to the right.  

 

 
  

 
 Calendar 

 
January 22-7  Hosting Daytime Warming Center 
 ChristCare group @11:30a in the Campus Center 
January 23 Faith and Poetry (Zoom) 
January 25 The Gathering @6:30p in the Lounge 
January 26 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal @7:00p 
January 29 Annual Congregational Financial Meeting @11:30a 
 

 
 


