
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 25, 2022 

 
 
 

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  Jesus Christ is born today! 
All:  Come, let us adore him! 

 

PRELUDE  Molto moderato - Carl Reinecke 
 from Christmas Sonatina  (1824-1910, German) 
 

*INVOCATION (Unison)  
(*If you are able, please stand) 
 

Be born in our hearing, Lord Jesus, 
And open our lives to you: 
Our Word, our Light, our Life. Amen. 

 

A CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS TABLEAU 
 

A prophet appears 
 

Reflection 
 
Carol – “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
Mary and Joseph journey to the manger 

 
Reflection 
 
Carol – “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 
 
Carol – “Away in a Manger” 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus, laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes;  
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 



The animals take their place at the manger 
 

Reflection 
 
Carol – “The Friendly Beasts” 
 

Jesus our brother, kind and good was humbly born in a stable rude 
And the friendly beasts around Him stood, Jesus our brother, kind and good. 
 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, "I carried His mother up hill and down; 
I carried her safely to Bethlehem town. I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 
 

"I," said the cow, all white and red, "I gave Him my manger for a bed; 
I gave Him my hay to pillow His head. I," said the cow, all white and red. 
 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn, "I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 
He wore my coat on Christmas morn. I," said the sheep with curly horn. 
 

“I,” said the dove, from the rafters high, “I cooed Him to sleep that he should not cry, 
We cooed Him to sleep, my mate and I; I,” said the dove, from the rafters high. 
 

Thus all the beasts, by some good spell, in the stable dark were glad to tell 
of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, the gifts they gave Emmanuel. 

 
 

The angels appear 
 

Reflection 
 
Carol – “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
 

The shepherds journey to the manger 
 

Reflection 
 
Carol - “What Child is This?” 
 
What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 



 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
 

God With Us 
 

Reflection 
 
Silent Reflection 
 
Carol - “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
Look now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. 
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 
 
For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS O, Holy Night Arr. by David Cullen  
  Bonnie Kidd, soprano 
 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Unison Closing: Son of God, Child of Mary, born in the stable at Bethlehem, 
be born again in us this day that through us the world may know 
the wonder of your love. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Greeting:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you.  

 
 



 
 

Carol - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE Finale - Carl Reinecke 
 from Christmas Sonatina  (1824-1910, German) 
 
 
 

 
 

We also pray for Esther Floyd, Marilyn Marsh, Stacey Simpson Duke, Maria Pierantozzi, Rodney 
Skow, Allison Lovell, Mrs. Essie Slaughter, Mia Jermano, Tom and Terri Rubenstein, John Rowe, 
Fay Key, Leah Grange, and Kris Ledyard Arges. 
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We’re glad you’re here! Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card in your bulletin and 
place it in offering plate when it comes by later in the service. You can indicate any prayer 
requests you have and let us know if you’d like a name tag and/or our bi-weekly communication 
about the life of the church.  

 
You may place your offering in one of the plates when they are passed. Or 
make your offering online using this QR code or via PayPal (@fbca2) and place 
a Connection Card indicating so in the offering plate. 
  
Church service hearing aids are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

 
Join us after worship today for Fellowship Time downstairs in the Lounge. 
 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All children 
are welcome in worship. Worshipful Play Bags are available as you enter the sanctuary. Nursery 
care is available for children (infant through 3 yrs) on the top floor. Children (through 5th grade) 
leave for Church School following Time as Children.  
 

Children’s Ministry and Youth group are on winter break and will resume on Sunday, January 8. 
Following worship on most Sundays, children (Young 5s-K) have Children’s Choir with Coley 
Roberts and younger children (birth-4s) are invited to have supervised time in our play space. Care 
is provided for children until 12:30p when 2nd Hour classes for adults and teens wrap up. Please 
pick up your kids in the play space on the top floor. Youth (grades 6-12) are invited to join adults 
for Fellowship Time following worship and then head down to the Youth Room (directly 
underneath the Sanctuary) for Youth Group, 11:30a- 12:30p. If you are visiting and would like 
more information, please connect with Xan Morgan (xan@fbca2.org) about Children’s Ministry or 
Pastor Stacey Simpson Duke (staceyduke@gmail.com) about Youth Ministry.  
 

Wow! Thank you for your quick responses and your generous gifts of hospitality. As we prepare to 
begin hosting the daytime warming center on January 2nd, we're focusing now on the lunch 
meals. FBCA2 is providing lunch on Mondays and Fridays. For our Monday meals, we invite you 
to bring items from the grocery list on Sunday mornings that will be combined to make a meal the 
following day. You can find the grocery list on our Gifts of Hospitality SignUp Genius at 
fbca2.org/connect. If you are unable to shop and would like to make a financial donation, please 
feel free to do so via PayPal or by sending a check to church with "hospitality" in the memo to 
church (517 E. Washington). 
 
Questions? Connect with Tom Gebhardt (734-904-7417), our Warming Center coordinator. 
 
 
 



FBC Ladies' Book Club. Planning to add "Read More" to your 2023 New Year's Resolutions? Let 
the FBC Ladies' Book Club help you check off that box! All ladies are invited to join us for a 
discussion of Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig. We'll be meeting at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 
9th at the home of Kay Wilson. Please contact Janice Stumpf or Mary Gregg if you have questions. 
 
FBC Men's Book Club. Greetings Comrades! The men’s book club will be meeting on January 6, 
7pm, at the home of Cesar Alaniz. We will be discussing A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles. Come and enjoy great conversation in an atmosphere of glasnost after which there will be 
no need for pursuing détente.  Contact Cesar if you have any questions. 
 
Sermon Discussion and Group Sharing. Sundays, 11:30a-12:30p. Each week, Pastor Paul 
facilitates conversation on the themes, questions, implications, and possible applications of the 
sermon just preached in the Sunday service. It's a free-flowing discussion in which all ideas, 
perspectives, questions, and concerns are welcome. Opportunity is also given each week for 
participants to offer personal sharing if they wish, so that we can know and support each other 
better. Join us in the Memorial Lounge for this time of thoughtful discussion and connection.  
 
Join us for Night Prayer on Tuesdays, 8:30pm, on our church Facebook page 
(facebook.com/fbca2).  Night Prayer will resume on January 10. 
 
Campus Ministry on Wednesdays Campus Ministry has wrapped up for the 
semester and will resume in January. Subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter at 
https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa 
 
 
 
Seek, serve, and grow with us! More information about these opportunities at fbca2.org/connect 
or use the QR code to the right.  

 

 
 
 

  Calendar 
 

December 26 Church Buildings & Office Closed 
January 1 New Years Day Service @10:00a 
January 8 Second Hour classes resume 
January 2-27 January 2-27 Hosting Daytime Warming Center 


