
 

 
 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 
 

1st Sunday after Christmas 
January 1, 2023 

 
 
 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

 
GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Xan Morgan 
 
PRELUDE  The Holy Boy John Ireland 
  (1879-1962, English)  
 
*INVOCATION  Bonnie Kidd 
(*If you are able, please stand) 
 
*HYMN 220 Angels from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE 
 
*THE PSALM Psalm 148 Bonnie Kidd 
  

One:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
All:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
One:  Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! Praise him, you highest 

heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
All:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.  
 He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be 

passed. 
One: Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow 

and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
All: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all 
rulers of the earth! Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

One: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is 
above earth and heaven. 

All: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of 
Israel who are close to him.  Praise the Lord! 

 
*GLORIA (Hymn 72, sung twice) 

 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, Gloria! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 63:7-9 Bonnie Kidd 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
TIME AS CHILDREN Xan Morgan 
[Children are invited to come forward. Following Time as Children, kids (through 5th grade) will 
leave for Children’s Ministry in the play space today.] 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Xan Morgan 
Lord’s Prayer (“debts”) on hymnal page 896 

 
 



ANTHEM New Year Carol  Benjamin Britten  
 

Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 
 
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe, 
Open you the West Door, and turn the Old Year go.  Refrain 
 
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin, 
Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in.  Refrain 

 
(Meaning of the song: The first verse comes from an old Welsh custom to collect 
water from the well and wash everything in the home to welcome in the New 
Year.  Levy Dew refers to raising to God the elements for communion at the New 
Year, and the gold wires and bugles are the harps and bugles of Heaven.  The Fair 
Maid verses refer to the rising and setting of the sun, and the turning of the seasons 
or years, in this case, turning to the New Year) 

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 2:10-18 Chris Grapentine 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON Brothers & Sisters in God’s Family  Chris Grapentine 

 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS O Magnum Mysterium  Evan Ramos 

 

O magnum mysterium,  O great mystery 
et admirabile sacramentum,   and wonderful sacrament 
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,   that animals should see the newborn Lord 
iacentem in praesepio!   lying in a manger 
O magnum, mysterium, Amen    

 
*HYMN 223 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light ERMUNTRE DICH 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Greeting:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Response:  And also with you.  

 
BENEDICTION 

  
POSTLUDE Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern Anonymous 
 (How Beautifully Shines the Morning Star) 17th century 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

We pray for Esther Floyd, Marilyn Marsh, Stacey Simpson Duke, Maria Pierantozzi, Rodney 
Skow, Allison Lovell, Mrs. Essie Slaughter, Mia Jermano, Tom and Terri Rubenstein, John Rowe, 
Fay Key, Leah Grange, and Kris Ledyard Arges. 
 
 
 
 

 
The flowers on the chancel are given to the glory of God 

in celebration of our FBCA2 family 
and in gratitude for Paul, Stacey, Xan, and the staff. 

Happy and Blessed New Year to all! 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors Paul and Stacey are on vacation this week; they will return on Thursday, January 5.  
We welcome Rev. Chris Grapentine to the pulpit today. 
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We’re glad you’re here! Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card in your bulletin and 
place it in offering plate when it comes by later in the service. You can indicate any prayer 
requests you have and let us know if you’d like a name tag and/or our bi-weekly communication 
about the life of the church.  

 
You may place your offering in one of the plates when they are passed. Or 
make your offering online using this QR code or via PayPal (@fbca2) and place 
a Connection Card indicating so in the offering plate. 
  
Church service hearing aids are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

 
Join us after worship today for Fellowship Time downstairs in the Lounge. 
 
January Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, Jan 8th. If you can help, please sign up online 
at fbca2.org/connect or contact Mary Davis (marydavis1956@gmail.com). 
 
Sanctuary Un-Decorating.  Please join us after CE classes in the sanctuary to help take down the 
Advent/Christmas decorations.   
 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All children 
are welcome in worship. Worshipful Play Bags are available as you enter the sanctuary. Nursery 
care is available for children (infant through 3 yrs) on the top floor. Children (through 5th grade) 
leave for Church School following Time as Children.  
 
Children’s Ministry and Youth group are on winter break and will resume on Sunday, January 8. 
Following worship on most Sundays, children (Young 5s-K) have Children’s Choir with Coley 
Roberts and younger children (birth-4s) are invited to have supervised time in our play space. Care 
is provided for children until 12:30p when 2nd Hour classes for adults and teens wrap up. Please 
pick up your kids in the play space on the top floor. Youth (grades 6-12) are invited to join adults 
for Fellowship Time following worship and then head down to the Youth Room (directly 
underneath the Sanctuary) for Youth Group, 11:30a- 12:30p. If you are visiting and would like 
more information, please connect with Xan Morgan (xan@fbca2.org) about Children’s Ministry or 
Pastor Stacey Simpson Duke (staceyduke@gmail.com) about Youth Ministry.  
 
Wow! Thank you for your quick responses and generous gifts of hospitality. As we prepare to 
begin hosting the daytime warming center on January 2nd, we're focusing now on the lunch 
meals. FBCA2 is providing lunch on Mondays and Fridays. For our Monday meals, we invite you 
to bring items from the grocery list on Sunday mornings that will be combined to make a meal the 
following day. You can find the grocery list on our Gifts of Hospitality SignUp Genius at 
fbca2.org/connect. If you are unable to shop and would like to make a financial donation, please 
feel free to do so via PayPal or by sending a check to church with "hospitality" in the memo to 
church (517 E. Washington). 
 
Questions? Connect with Tom Gebhardt (734-904-7417), our Warming Center coordinator. 



FBC Ladies' Book Club. Planning to add "Read More" to your 2023 New Year's Resolutions? Let 
the FBC Ladies' Book Club help you check off that box! All ladies are invited to join us for a 
discussion of Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig. We'll be meeting at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 
9th at the home of Kay Wilson. Please contact Janice Stumpf or Mary Gregg if you have questions. 
 
FBC Men's Book Club. Greetings Comrades! The men’s book club will be meeting on January 6, 
7pm, at the home of Cesar Alaniz. We will be discussing A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles. Come and enjoy great conversation in an atmosphere of glasnost after which there will be 
no need for pursuing détente.  Contact Cesar if you have any questions. 
 
Sermon Discussion and Group Sharing. Sundays, 11:30a-12:30p. Each week, Pastor Paul 
facilitates conversation on the themes, questions, implications, and possible applications of the 
sermon just preached in the Sunday service. It's a free-flowing discussion in which all ideas, 
perspectives, questions, and concerns are welcome. Opportunity is also given each week for 
participants to offer personal sharing if they wish, so that we can know and support each other 
better. Join us in the Memorial Lounge for this time of thoughtful discussion and connection. The 
group is on winter break and will resume on January 8. 
 
Join us for Night Prayer on Tuesdays, 8:30pm, on our church Facebook page 
(facebook.com/fbca2).  Night Prayer will resume on January 10. 
 
Campus Ministry on Wednesdays Campus Ministry has wrapped up for the semester and will 
resume in January. Subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter at https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa 
 
 
 
Seek, serve, and grow with us! More information about these opportunities at 
fbca2.org/connect or use the QR code to the right.  

 

 
 
 

  Calendar 
 

January 2-27  Hosting Daytime Warming Center 
January 8 Second Hour classes resume 
January 8 Sanctuary Un-Decorating @12:30p 
January 29 Annual Congregational Financial Meeting @11:30a 

 


