
 

 

Pastor’s Reflections by Paul Simpson Duke November 20, 2019 

 
It is my pleasure to announce the coming of a brand-new event to First Baptist Church Ann 
Arbor, an event that I feel certain will become a cherished, new tradition. On Christmas 
Eve, in addition to our traditional, beloved Festival of Lessons and Carols at 7:30, we will 
also offer a new Christmas Eve service at 4:00 in the afternoon. The new service will be 
more informal, simple, participatory, and family-friendly. Let me explain why we are 
adding this service and how it is being designed. 
 
But first, a word about The Festival of Lessons and Carols. This year will be the 50th Annual 
presentation of that dearly loved occasion. For half a century this classic service has 
packed the house on Christmas Eve at First Baptist. Based on the famous Lessons and Carols 
service originating from King’s College, Cambridge, it features great Christmas music from 
our sanctuary choir and organ, the singing of Christmas carols by the congregation, and a 
grand sequence of Scripture readings from the old King James Version that tell beautifully 
of the coming of Christ. It is a deeply engrained tradition, a treasure and highpoint of our 
year. We expect it to keep packing the sanctuary on our Christmas Eve nights. 
 
So why a new service? First, some of our older members can’t drive at night, and we want 
to offer a Christmas Eve service that can include them. Secondly, young children and their 
families have a hard time with the present arrangement. For one thing, it makes for a late 
bedtime—on Christmas Eve! But more than this, the stately old style of the traditional 
service is not very conducive to many children’s participation or enjoyment or 
understanding. So, many families with younger children simply choose not to attend our 
church on Christmas Eve, but would happily come to a service that is earlier and more kid-
friendly. Thirdly, an additional service allows us to welcome additional visitors. Our record-
high attendance last year (over 300) maxed out the available space in our sanctuary; this 
new service will allow us to accommodate our increasing number of newcomers.  
 
Did you know that Christmas Eve is the best day of the year for churches to reach new 
people? In the last couple of years our Board of Outreach has very successfully promoted 
our Christmas Eve service to the community, and new people have shown up as a result. 
This year we will promote both services to the community, and we expect to reach many 
more new people. 
 
What will the new service be like? Warm and welcoming. Simple. Intergenerational. 
Participatory. No organ, no choir, just piano. A feeling of family. Christmas carols sung by 
all. Words of inspiration from one of our pastors. The Christmas story from Luke, presented 
in a new way. The service will last less than an hour.  
 
It is important to us that this new venture not in any way weaken the attendance or 
vibrancy of The Festival of Lessons and Carols (least of all on its 50th year!). It will be, as 
always, beautiful, powerful, spectacular. Given the marked differences in style and 
appointed times of the services, they are not in competition with each other. One young 
woman has already told us excitedly that she intends to attend both, holding to the 
tradition she loves and experiencing the new service too. I’m with her, looking forward 
very much to both. Help us spread the word, and let the result be that more people than 
ever will find themselves deeply moved in worship at our church this Christmas Eve, and 
that new friendships, new growth, and new joys will follow into the new year. Can’t wait!   



 

 

FBC News &  Happenings 

On the Way: Intergenerational Advent Workshop  
Join us on Sunday, December 1st from 5-7 pm for a delicious Noodles & Company dinner followed by 
activities to help us prepare the way for Jesus’ birth. We'll make Advent Wreaths with fresh greens, 
Advent Calendars, ornaments and garlands! We’re looking forward to our time together; please invite 
your friends to join us! You can sign up for the event by clicking 
http://www.fbca2.org/adventworkshop  We are looking for volunteers to staff each station, join the 
kitchen team and help with setup and cleanup. Please contact one of our coordinators, Xan Morgan 
(xan@fbca2.org), Christina Alaniz (christinaalaniz218@gmail.com), Julia Cooper 
(juliamary@outlook.com) or Sarah McKinley (rushing28@aim.com) if you would like to help in this way. 
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Tour Hope Clinic Saturday, Nov. 23 
Hope Clinic staff will lead a tour of their facilities (518 Harriet Street, Ypsilanti 48197) for 
members of First Baptist this Saturday, November 23, at 10:00 a.m. Come see why our church 
enthusiastically supports this medical, dental, food, and care ministry for neighbors in our 
community and consider how you might want to become involved.   
 
Here’s what we’ve done so far: This past summer, we collected well over $2,500 worth of food 
items for Hope’s pantry. One of our members volunteers at the Hope Clinic dental clinic and 
others have begun preparing a monthly weekday meal. Six of us sponsored a table at Hope’s 
annual fund-raiser. Our 2020 church budget includes a generous contribution to Hope’s ministry 
(your pledge will help) and in a few months, we will begin raising funds to help increase the 
capacity of Hope (and our sister ministry in Nicaragua, AMOS) to provide dental care. 
 
Hope Clinic is volunteer-centered, meeting 40,000 requests for help last year with only 6% 
overhead. Like AMOS, Hope is committed to serving with uncompromising dignity and quality to 
create a more kind and just world in the name of Christ. Please come see for yourself! RSVP Linda 
Turner at lindaeliset@gmail.com 

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
In Washtenaw County there are almost 10,000 children receiving free or reduced price food at 
school.  The December school break is very tough on the children of low-income families since 
they are not in school to receive lunch and breakfast.  We hope to reduce this food insecurity 
impact for a few of these children and are conducting the annual food drive for our friends at 
Hikone housing.  Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-friendly food by December 8 (that’s 
only 3 Sundays away)!  Suggestions include macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, 
oatmeal packets, juice/milk boxes, tuna, canned pasta, granola bars, fruit cups, etc.  Financial 
donations are very appreciated and will be used to purchase fresh produce, laundry detergent, 
and other items that cannot be purchased with food stamps.  Your food donations may be left on 
the table in the hallway near the children’s classrooms.  Monetary donations may be given to  Sue 
Ellen Glover or placed in the offering plate with a “Hikone” designation. 

http://www.fbca2.org/adventworkshop
mailto:(xan@fbca2.org)
mailto:(christinaalaniz218@gmail.com)
mailto:(juliamary@outlook.com)
mailto:(rushing28@aim.com)
mailto:lindaeliset@gmail.com
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Hanging of the Greens 
Join the Board of Worship after the service this Sunday, Nov 24, for the hanging of the greens as 
we decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.  

Buttons and Fabric Scissors NEEDED!  
We’re in need of buttons and fabric scissors for our On The 
Way Advent Workshop. If you have buttons or scissors 
(labeled with your name) to donate, please let Xan 
(xan@fbca2.org) know and then bring them to church over 
the next week. Thank you!  

mailto:xan@fbca2.org


 

 

 
AB Women’s Ministries Christmas Celebration 
November is flying by and it will soon be time for the Christmas Celebration on December 
9th. The ABWM ladies gratefully accept any donations of gently-used holiday decorations; 
crafted pieces for the Accessory Boutique, such as scarves, hats, gloves, etc.; items for the 
Kitchen Boutique, like towels, dishcloths, gently-used recipe books; reading materials for 
the book Boutique, including bookmarks, unused journals and address books, etc. Please 
price the donations where possible, as you know the value of the items and can mark them 
appropriately.  
 
The Bake Shoppe is a popular area to shop for cakes, cookies, breads, pies, candies, 
muffins, or scones, to name a few of the delicious treats available. The ABWM ladies 
welcome other bakers to join in the fun by donating their baked goodies. Each item should 
be labeled with name of item, special content (such as nuts) and the price of the baked 
goods. Since you know the value of the ingredients, it is more helpful to have you set the 
price. Please remember that the baked goods should not need any refrigeration. 
 
The Fellowship Hall will be set up on Saturday, Dec 14, starting at 10am. You can bring in 
any donations, crafts, decorations, or baked goods to the church kitchen or fellowship hall. 
If you will be later than 12:30pm on Saturday, please call Roberta Hause or Joyce Robbins. 
Baked goods cane also be brought to the kitchen on Sunday morning before church. We 
have already started collecting craft items and holiday decorations for the bazaar and they 
can be brought to the church office during business hours or on Sunday mornings. 
 
The Christmas Celebration is a major fundraiser for the AB Women’s Ministries’ many 
programs, both inside and outside of our church. The past support from our church family 
has been deeply appreciated.   

Ron Gregg Honored at ICPJ Dinner 
Last week, at their annual Harvest Dinner, the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice (ICPJ) 
honored Ron Gregg posthumously with the Network Weaver award; the award was received by 
Mary Gregg and Sara Barnes. Many of our First Baptist Church family were in attendance, 
including Heather Entrekin and Peter Stover, Betsy Foote and Tom Gebhardt, Xan Morgan, and 
Stacey Simpson Duke. We are so proud of the work Ron did for peace and justice in our 
congregation, in our community, and in the world. 

Update on Campus Center 
The mitigation is done and everything that got 
wet is cleared out.  The air quality testing is 
scheduled for this Friday to make sure that mold 
didn’t have a chance to set in.  The photo on the 
right is Stacey’s office.  She is currently camped 
out in the living room, which, along with Paul’s 
office, stayed dry.  The new roof is going on as 
this newsletter goes to print (picture on left).  
The sextons are all in temporary housing, and all 
on staff are working hard to keep things running 
as smoothly as possible.  We’ll get more news out 
when the restoration gets the go-ahead from the 
insurers. 
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Coffee Break Concert Series 
This month’s Coffee Break concert with harpsichordist Ed Parmentier left me feeling both 
transfixed by the beauty of the music and his playing, and happy that, for at least an hour, I could 
take a quick trip to the 17th and 18th centuries via his performance. The era described by the 
music—and perhaps the romantic ideal it presents—is also depicted by a painting on the underside 
of the harpsichord lid: an idyll with a bright blue sky. How was life perceived, I wondered, before 
airplanes and space stations? 
 
Listening to Ed both play and read from texts and poetry, I felt my day changing from “the usual” 
into something more imaginative and enriching, and perhaps lighter. I’ve appreciated the Coffee 
Break Series more and more as that special time and place to “get lost” (and found) in music and 
poetry.          -Written by Jill Peek 
 
The next concert in our Coffee Break Concert Series on December 12, Thursday 12:15 pm is Piano 
Concert: Making Sound Visible, featuring music by Claude Debussy performed by Dr. Hyewon Jung. 
Debussy was a fan of paintings and often visited museums and art galleries. He was attracted 
especially to paintings of landscapes and ones by impressionists. As he might have looked for 
inspiration for his music in paintings, we might have a chance to find inspiration for our life in his 
music. The program includes Children's Corner, Images (Book 2) and Prelude No.4 from Book 1. 
The concert is free and open to all. Mark your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors. 
Help the Coffee Break Concert Series reach out to more people in our community. 
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December 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
10:00  Worship 
 
 
 
5:00   On the Way: 
           Advent 
           Workshop 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 
7:00   Executive 
           Council 

4 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:30  Gathering 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00   Choir 

6 7 

8 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
5:15  Christian 
          Education 

10 
 
 
1:00   Mission 
           Action 
 
5:30   Vespers 
7:00   Trustees 

11 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:30  Gathering 

12 
 
12:15  Coffee 
            Break 
            Concert 
1:00    MacGregor 
            Stitt Circle 
 
7:30    Choir 

13 
 
 
 
 

Avalon Housing 
Holiday Party 

14 
 
10:00  ABWM 
            Set Up 

15 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  ABWM 
            Christmas 
11:45  2nd Hour 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 

18 
 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00   Choir 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30  Faith & 
          Family Grp. 

21 

22 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  Carol Sing 
2:00    Choir 
            Dress  
            Rehearsal 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00   Christmas  
           Eve Service 
5:30   Vespers 
7:30   Lessons & 
           Carols 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

26 
 
 
 

27 28 

29 
 
10:00  Worship 

30 31 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 

Jan. 1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

Jan. 2 Jan. 3  



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Dec 8 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services at 
$20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:  

               

      In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

      In memory of:  ____________________________________________ 

      From:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

               I have enclosed $______ as payment for the poinsettia(s).  
Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 13 .   

Thank you! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

