
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Paul Simpson Duke 
Leader:  Listen! The Word of God will speak to us. 
People:  Look! The light of God will shine among us. 
Leader:  We watch and wait with hope. 
All:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

PRELUDE  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, op. 17 - Karl Wolfrum) 
 (Now Come, Savior of the Nations) (1856-1937, German) 
 

*INVOCATION Pamela Emenheiser 
(*If you are able, please stand) 
 
*HYMN 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 
 (The receiving of Prayer Concern cards) 
 

*THE PSALM from Psalm 122   
 

Leader:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
People:  For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
All:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.  

 
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 
(Hymn 211, v. 1) Dan Barry, Kay Wilson, and Maeven Barry 

 

Response:  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

ANTHEM Advent Introit and Amen - Ralph Manuel 
 

Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God; 
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load. 
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over. 
Hark! The herald’s voice is calling in the desert far and near, 
Bidding us to make repentance since the Kingdom now is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 
Make you straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; 
And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never, never broken.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Paul Simpson Duke 

 
*GOSPEL READING Luke 1:26-38 Stacey Simpson Duke 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
TIME AS CHILDREN  Xan Morgan 
Children (5th grade and younger) come forward.    

 Christ, Be Our Light!, verse 5  
 

     Many the gifts, many the people, 
     many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
     Let us be servants to one another, 
     making your kingdom come. 
 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
 Shine through the darkness. 
 Christ, be our light! 
 Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

(Following Time as Children, children in 2nd grade and younger leave for Church School. 
Children in 3rd-5th grade remain in worship on first Sundays of the month.) 
 
*HYMN 626 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 
 
SERMON Annunciation: Hail! Stacey Simpson Duke 
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS A Madrigal for Advent - Lee Dengler 

 
 

God has promised to all people that a Savior will appear to provide the world’s salvation. 
Glory hallelujah, for that day is drawing near. Glory hallelujah, for that day is near. 
 
Rejoice and sing with joy and gladness. The dawn of hope is close at hand. 
Rejoice, behold the end of sadness, for God reveals salvation’s plan. 
 
Unto us a Child is given.  Unto us is born a Son who will bear the world’s transgressions. 
Glory hallelujah, for new life has now begun!  Glory hallelujah, new life has begun! 
 
God has heard our cries of anguish and sends Jesus in reply as a voice of our salvation. 
Glory hallelujah, for the Lord has heard our cry! Glory hallelujah, God has heard our Cry! 
 
So watch and wait with gladness.  Prepare your hearts to greet the birth. 
Look up and see no sadness when love and peace come to the earth. 
 
God has promised the Messiah, sent to earth from heav’n above, living with us, dying for us. 
Glory hallelujah, what amazing love!  Glory hallelujah, what amazing love! 



 
 
 

 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
Invitation to the Table 
Prayer of Confession 

All:  Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.   Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
*Passing of the Peace 

Greeting:   The peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you.  

Lord’s Prayer (“debts” -- hymnal page 896) 
The Bread Hark, the Glad Sound! by Malcolm Archer (b.1952, English) 
The Cup Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding by David Thorne (b.1950, English) 
Prayer after Communion 

 

*HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP Blest Be the Tie That Binds DENNIS 
 (PG. 557)  (1ST stanza) 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates - Aaron David Miller 
  (b.1972, American) 
  Kristin Reynolds, oboe 

 
 

The flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God  
in celebration of Sara Barnes’ birthday. 

 

~ The Gregg family ~ 
 

The Prayer Concern Cards are for your use.  If you have a prayer concern in addition to 
those listed here, please fill out a card and pass it to the end of the aisle during the first 
hymn.   We pray for Phyl White, Joan & Lynn Blunt, Pat Huebel, Bruce & Vicki Williams, 
Stacey Simpson Duke, Marilyn Marsh, Juanita Dieterle, Iris Martin, Saw Nay Lin, Robert L, 
and Marissa Alaniz. 
 

Today’s Fellowship Offering will go towards the Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering.   
Please give generously.   

 

 

 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019 

 



Announcements 
 

We warmly welcome all those who have come to worship with us today! Everyone is 
invited to join the events listed in this insert.  Immediately following the service, please 
join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments.  
 

Sunday, Dec 1 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 
 5:00 p.m. - Advent Workshop (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, Dec 3 5:30 p.m. - Vespers - First Baptist Team 
 7:00 p.m. - Executive Council (Lounge) 
Wednesday, Dec 4 1:00 p.m. - Bible Study (Lounge) 
 5:30 p.m. - The Gathering (Lounge) 
Thursday, Dec 5 7:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Room 102) 
Sunday, Dec 8 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 a.m. - Second Hour Classes 

 

On the Way: Intergenerational Advent Workshop  
Join us tonight from 5-7 pm for a delicious Noodles & Company dinner followed by 
activities to help us prepare the way for Jesus. We’ll make Advent Wreaths with fresh 
greens, Advent Calendars, ornaments and garlands! Invite your friends to join us. We’re 
looking forward to our time together. If you haven’t already, please let us know if you are 
coming; we hope you are! There is a signup sheet on the information counter. See you 
tonight! 
 
Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
Only one more Sunday to bring your donations for the annual food drive for our friends at 
Hikone housing. The December school break is very tough on the children of low-income 
families – they are not in school so they do not receive their free lunches and breakfasts.  
Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-friendly food by next Sunday, December 8.  
Suggestions include macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal packets, 
juice/milk boxes, tuna, canned pasta, granola bars, fruit cups, etc.)  Financial donations are 
also needed and will be used to purchase fresh produce, laundry detergent, and other 
items that cannot be purchased with food stamps.  Your food donations may be left on the 
table in the hallway near the children’s classrooms.  Monetary donations may be given to  
Sue Ellen Glover or placed in the offering plate with a “Hikone” designation. 
 
Volunteers are also needed on Wednesday, December 11, when we will boxing, loading, 
and delivering the food.   Please sign up at the Information Counter if you would be able 
to help between 10:45 – 12:30, or email Sue Ellen at gloverse@hotmail.com . 

ABWM Christmas Celebration  
The American Baptist Women’s Ministries at FBC will hold their annual Christmas 
Celebration on Sunday, December 15th, in the Fellowship Hall following the morning 
service.  The Christmas Celebration is a great time to stock-up on holiday baked goods, 
ornaments, and do some Christmas shopping. Please join us.  Any contributions of baked 
goods, crafts, and gently-used Christmas decorations are greatly appreciated and will help 
the ladies continue with their many assistance programs.  Set up for the Bazaar will be on 
Saturday, Dec 14, from 10am to noon. For more information, please contact Roberta 
Hause or Joyce Robbins.  
 
Readings for Sunday, December 8 
Isaiah 11:1-10  *  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  *  Romans 15:4-13  *  Matthew 3:1-12 
 
The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets on Thursday, December 12, at 1:00 PM.  
The ladies will meet at the home of Maria Pierantozzi. The program will be "Singing 
Christmas Songs." 
  
Worship Service Recordings     
All of our worship services and sermons, including today’s, are available on 
our church website as podcasts. Please consider sharing them with friends. 

 Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services 
              at $20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:  

 
      In honor of:  _________________________________________________ 

 

      In memory of:  _______________________________________________ 

  

      From:  ______________________________________________________ 

 
            I have enclosed $________ as payment for the poinsettia(s).  
 

Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 13.  Thank you! 

mailto:gloverse@hotmail.com


Children & Youth Education and Music 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All 
children are welcome in worship; Worshipful Play Bags are available as you enter the 
sanctuary. If you are visiting and would like more information about our ministry with kids 
and youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s Ministry, Xan Morgan 
(xan@fbca2.org) or our Youth Minister, Pastor Stacey Simpson Duke 
(staceyduke@gmail.com). 
 
Today children (4-years old through 2nd grade) leave for Church School following Time as 
Children. It’s “Stay for the Service Sunday” for 3rd-5th graders. We do not have 2nd hour 
programming this Sunday, please pick up your children from their classrooms at 11:30. 
We’ll see you back at church tonight for the On the Way: Advent Workshop!  
 
On the first Sunday of each month it's "S3 - Stay for the Service Sunday" when the 3rd-5th 
grade class will stay in worship for the whole service. This gives the kids an opportunity to 
experience and participate in the second half of worship. This is a valuable step in their 
faith formation as worshipers!  They will also attend Fellowship Time with their families.  
 
Second Hour Adult Education 
 

Being Baptist: The Freedom, Passion, and Feistiness of the Baptist Tradition 
We continue our Second Hour series on Baptists and the Passion for Human Freedom (led 
by Paul Simpson Duke and Heather Entrekin), exploring the origins and meaning of Baptist 
principles and practices. For the many people in our church who come from traditions 
other than Baptist, this is a great opportunity to learn more about the character and 
commitments of our congregation as a Baptist church. For longtime Baptists, these session 
can serve not only as a refresher course in our heritage, but an opportunity for 
new discoveries. The Baptist tradition is very rich and diverse, and has made progressive 
contributions to society and to the world. It is surprisingly relevant to our time. The class 
takes a break today, but will resume on December 8 with A Panel of Feisty Baptists: Dick 
Bowser, Stacey Simpson Duke, Heather Entrekin, and Paul Simpson Duke. Join us! 
 
Other Adult Learning Opportunities 
Wednesday Bible Study: Liberation and the Journey toward Home: A Study of Exodus. 
Class meets on Wednesdays at a new start time of 1:00pm in the Lounge, led by Paul 
Simpson Duke.   
 

College/University Students: The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate 
students. This semester, we gather on Wednesday each week from 6:30-8:30pm in the 
Campus Center, for a free, home-cooked meal, friendship, and spiritual growth. This 
semester, we are having a conversation about how to be attentive, creative, and resilient 
when life doesn't go quite as we planned or expected (and what we can learn about God 

in the process). If you would like to receive our weekly e-newsletter, sign up here: https://
bit.ly/2N0FYGa.   
 
Christmas Eve at First Baptist 
This year, we will have two different worship services on Christmas Eve. At 4:00pm, we 
are hosting a simple, informal, family-friendly service of singing carols, hearing the 
Christmas story, and listening to a brief message from one of our pastors. At 7:30pm, we 
present our 50th Festival of Lessons and Carols, modeled on the world-famous carol 
service from King’s College in Cambridge, England. We want to make it as simple as 
possible for you to invite your family and friends to church for this service, and we also 
want to make sure we are ready to host everyone who wants to attend this service; we 
expect to have a full house! To assist with our hospitality, this year we are offering free 
reservations to our Christmas Eve services and asking everyone – whether members or 
visitors – to register online. For the 4:00 service, register here: tinyurl.com/fbca2Eve19. 
For the 7:30 service, register here: tinyurl.com/fbca2LC19.  
 
Mind the Gap - Stewardship Campaign 2020 
We give thanks for the ways we collaborate to create change! This coming Tuesday, 
December 3rd, is Giving Tuesday, a global generosity movement that inspires people 
around the world to give, collaborate, and celebrate philanthropy. We celebrate your 
generous giving to our church! 
 
In our togetherness, across all generations, we have an opportunity to invest in hope. We 
have an opportunity to mind the gaps between our realities now and our visions of the 
world we dream about - God's kingdom of justice and equity. When we come together as 
a church and a community with our financial gifts, our time, our energy, our ideas, and 
simply our presence, we can do so much more than we could alone.  
 
We invite you to turn in your pledge card as soon as possible and commit to making a 
financial contribution to this church for 2020. We invite you to join us in reflecting on a 
mindset of abundance – a mindset of joy, generosity, gratitude, and hope. And we give 
thanks for you and the ways we can "mind the gap" when we live through the lens of 
God’s limitless love! - Marissa Alaniz and Allen Burton, Stewardship Campaign Co-Chairs 
 
Our Coffee Break Concert Series presents Piano Concert: Making Sound Visible on 
Thursday, December 12, at 12:15 PM. It will feature music by Claude Debussy performed 
by Dr. Hyewon Jung. The program includes Children's Corner, Images (Book 2) and 
Prelude No.4 from Book 1. It also includes readings and paintings. The concert is free and 
open to all. Mark your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors. Help the Coffee 
Break Concert Series reach out to more people in our community. 
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