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Adult Christian Education
Adult Lenten Church School Series: Plenty Good Room
Lounge
Drawing on the rich resources of African-American spirituals, this study will offer opportunities for
participants to deepen their experience of God through Scripture, reflection, and music.
The Bible Discussion Class
Room 108
The Bible Discussion Class (formerly the Young Adult Class, but now expanding) continues their
study of the book of Acts. For a great discussion of the early church, and of what it means to be a
Christian community, come and join this self-led class.
Other Adult Learning Opportunities
Wednesday Bible Study meets 1:30pm in the Lounge. Paul Simpson Duke leads a study of the
Gospel of John.
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing
group or form a new group.
College/University Students: The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students. This
semester, we gather on Sunday each week from 5:00-7:00pm in the Campus Center, for a free,
home-cooked meal, friendship, and spiritual growth. If you would like to receive our weekly enewsletter, sign up here: https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa.
Families with Children and Youth - mark your calendar for Children and Youth Sunday! On
Sunday, May 19th the children and youth of our congregation will lead worship. We’ll have a
rehearsal on Saturday, May 18th. Keep an eye out for more information to come.

Our Annual Program Meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:15) on April 28. After the
business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the week. The Board of Care and
Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages.
• If your last name begins with A-D, please bring fruit or a dessert
• If your last name begins with E-J, please bring a salad or vegetable
• If your name begins with K - Z, please bring a potato, rice, or pasta dish

Follow us on Facebook! If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here,
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see.
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church.
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FBC News & Happenings
Art Fairs help needed
For most of the last 20 years, I have been in charge of the Art Fairs parking lot. This one week of
renting out the church parking lot to artists and shoppers raises over $2000 which in recent years
we have split between our Youth and Vespers ministries. Now that I am officially retired, I need
to teach others what all is involved. I am hoping in to develop a “crew” of people who would be
willing to learn the process of communicating with the artists, scheduling and arranging the artists
vehicles, recruiting volunteers to supervise the lot, collecting money, etc. The time commitment
would involve a couple of hours before the third week July and then at least one day during the
week of Art Fairs. Please contact me if you have questions or are interested. Thank you!
Sue Ellen (734-646-2639 or gloverse@hotmail.com)
Thank you to those of you who wrote cards, visited and prayed for my mom, Carol Stumpf. She is
slowly recovering from her femur fracture and hopes to see you all again in church soon.
- Janice Stumpf
Coffee Break Concert Series
On Thursday, March 14, when the weather was strangely warmer, yet rainy and gloomy, about 60
music and poetry lovers gathered in our sanctuary for the fourth concert on the Coffee Break
Concert Series: Meditation I "Music and Poetry." March, when celebration of the new year is
already over and stress of our life starts to get heavier, is a perfect time for us to give ourselves a
little break. Even a brief mental break from our busy life would be refreshing enough for us to
reset ourselves with positive and constructive feelings toward our future. Our Coffee Break
Concert Series has been trying to help people experience that. And especially this March concert
had a purpose just to do that and was appreciated much by many souls of the audience. The
poems, that were read and recited by our own Heather Entrekin in the concert, took the audience
on a journey of meditation on things that we often forget even to think about: beloved ones, time
and memory with them, our emotions including love, the beautiful and fun Mother Nature,
repose, and our own being. The musical pieces, that followed the poems and were beautifully
performed by Ling-Ju Lai (piano), Youngmin Kim (tenor) and Shin-Ae Chun (organ and piano),
helped the audience think even deeper on all of the things mentioned above and more. The
spiritual connection between the reader, the musicians and the audience completed the whole
experience of the concert.
The next concert on the Coffee Break Concert Series is a double outreach concert because the
series itself is a outreach program and this time it reaches out to a different location. It will be
held at First Congregational Church (corner of William and State Sts.) On April 11, Thursday at
12:15 pm, Our own Grace Vandervliet will help us explore some paintings by masters from the
past. Tim Huth (organ), Neil Robertson and Joshua Marzan (flute and piano), Hyewon Jung (piano)
and Shin-Ae Chun (organ) will perform a variety of music by Froberger, Burton, Debussy and
Bovet. Please note that there is no parking lot available at the church and plan to use either our
church lot or any public parking places nearby. This concert is free and open to all. So invite your
friends and neighbors. I hope to see many of you there!
- Shin-Ae Chun
The Board of Care and Community and your congregation want to be available to help in life's
difficulties and transitions, but we can only do that if we know your are experiencing them. We
can offer visits, help with food, transportation and possibly other needs. If you or your family lets
the church office know, we will contact you by your preferred method to see how we can help.
Join the Sunday Morning Welcoming Team!
No meetings - just come and serve! Our Welcoming Team is one of our most important ministries.
On Sunday mornings, volunteers stand in key places in the building to show hospitality to all who
come for worship. Sign up online - Sign-up is online: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0d44afa928ab9-sunday - it's fast and easy! Sign up on your own, with a friend, with
a spouse, or with your whole family. Sign up once or multiple times. Serving on our Welcoming
Team is a great way to plug in to ministry at First Baptist and get to know others in our
community. Questions? Contact Sam Laidlaw at laidlawsam7@gmail.com.
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We are deeply saddened to report the passing of Ron Gregg
Ronald Dale Gregg of Ypsilanti Township died in his sleep on March 16,
2019 due to complications following major surgery. He was 80.
Ron was born in Philadelphia and grew up in Toledo. He earned a B.A.
from the University of Michigan, where he served as student body
president, and a J.D. from the Harvard Law School. Out of law school,
he and his first wife Martha moved to the Detroit area, where he
worked for the firm Clark, Klein, Winter. In 1967, they moved to Ann
Arbor where he served successively as general counsel for Community
Systems Foundation, assistant attorney general for the state of
Michigan, and partner in the firms Hooper, Hathaway, Fischera and
Harris, Lax, Gregg & Guenzel. While in the Attorney General’s office,
he worked to prosecute the Michigan KKK for tax evasion and to
support fluoridation for Detroit’s water supply, which earned him
recognition from the American Dental Association. Ever restless, he
eventually became an early tech entrepreneur, helping to build the
firms Huron Leasing, DV Technologies, NETI Technologies, and Patient
Focus Systems.
Ron enjoyed a rich and joyful family life with his wife Mary, whom he married in 1982 and who
was his partner in home, business, parenting, and life. Together, they shared many adventures,
traveling the world, celebrating life, and creating a loving and welcoming home for all their family
and friends. He took great pride in his children David, Sara, & Kathryn, rejoicing in their many
pursuits, walking them through the ups and downs of growing into adulthood, welcoming their
beloved ones into the family, and lovingly teaching them how to garden, play, paddle, read, and
cook, as well as simply how to think and to live well. He delighted in his grandsons Colin, Alex, &
Scott, whom he and Mary would host for sleepovers and take on outings; they always brought the
largest smile to his face. As one of his grandsons said, “if you didn’t know what something was,
you could ask Grandpa and he could tell you.” His love of others spread to his many deep
friendships, as well. He loved opportunities to entertain, especially if he could prepare the meal,
and he made sure every holiday was a feast: All who came enjoyed great food and better
fellowship. A great-hearted man of humor and intensity, he will long be missed by the many who
loved him, even as we continue to carry him with us in spirit, remembering the many ways he
touched us and made us better.
Ron’s commitment to his faith was lifelong and deep, and he expressed it most intensely in his
work as an activist for economic justice and racial reconciliation. He co-founded and was
executive director of Washtenaw Affordable Housing, served as board chair of the Interfaith
Council for Peace and Justice, and volunteered for many initiatives such as, most recently, the
Poor People’s Campaign and the Independent Redistricting Commission. He was an early member
of Glacier Way United Methodist Church and has for the past four decades been a pillar of the First
Baptist Church of Ann Arbor. His membership in the Ecumenical Institute in the 1970s was deeply
formative to his life.
He was an avid gardener, both vegetables and flowers, and planted trees everywhere he lived; he
was particularly proud of his copper beech at the home on Robin Rd. He loved to travel, visiting
Europe, the Middle East, Mexico, Canada, the Caribbean, the Mediterranean, and Central America,
as well as most of America’s national sights. An active athlete in earlier years, he spent many
hours on the basketball and tennis courts, winning more than he lost and always having a great
time. He was a lifelong camper and a proud Eagle Scout and Scoutmaster; he treasured the trips of
his youth to the Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, NM.
Ron is survived by his wife Mary Gregg, daughters Sara (Jim) Barnes & Kathryn Gregg, son David
Gregg, grandsons Colin, Alex, & Scott Barnes, ex-wife Martha Ball, mother-in-law Anna Kirstein,
and several siblings-in-law, cousins, nieces, and nephews. Memorial donations may be made to the
First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, to the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice, or to the just
cause you most deeply believe in.
Visitation with the family will be held on Friday, April 5, from 5:30pm to 8:00pm. A Celebration of
Life will be held on Saturday, April 6, at 1:00pm. Both events will be held at First Baptist Church.
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The 2019 Flower Calendar
The signup calendar is now posted on the downstairs bulletin board near the
Lounge door. The flowers are placed on the chancel for each service and your
dedication goes in the bulletin. The flowers are yours to take after the Sunday
morning service. The cost is $30, payable by cash, check, or online. (See
instructions next to the signup calendar.) Please sign up early to secure your
date(s).

The Washtenaw Chorale, conducted by Alex Cave, is pleased to present its Spring
Concert, "Night Visions." This performance features the heavenly music of Rene Clausen, Stephen
Chapman, Randall Thompson, Irving Berlin, Rodgers & Hart, and others. The concert is on
Saturday, April 6th, 7 PM at Genesis of Ann Arbor, 2309 Packard, Ann Arbor. Admission is free.
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EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
I / We would like to order an Easter Lily ($17.50 each) to be given:
In honor of: _______________________________________________________________
In memory of: _____________________________________________________________
Given by: _________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check made out to “First Baptist Church” for $_____, for a total of _____
plants, which will be displayed on the chancel Easter Sunday, and may be picked up
following the service that day. Paid orders must be received by Thursday, April 11, to
be included in the Easter bulletin. Be sure to write “Easter Lily” on the memo line of
your check.

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events. Here is a
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists…
The church office sends out two communications electronically:
• FBC e-Connections are sent out with important news about immediate happenings at
the church and the concerns of church members, such as prayer requests, birth and
death announcements.
• FBC Newsletter for distribution of the twice-monthly church newsletter for those
who want to receive it electronically (it helps save on paper and postage, besides
arriving at your computer on date of publication!)
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists. When you
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process. In order to prevent
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email
address to the list.
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

1:30

1:00 Gregg
Funeral

Bible Study

5:30 Gregg
Visitation

5:30 Vespers
7:30 Choir
8

7

9

11

10
1:30

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour

12

13

19

20

26

27

Bible Study

5:30 Vespers

5:00 Gathering

7:30 Choir
14

15

16

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour

17

18

1:30

5:00 iJourney

Bible Study

5:30 Vespers
7:30 Choir

21

22

23

Easter

24

25

1:30

Bible Study

10:00 Worship
5:30 Christian
Education
7:30 Choir

5:30 Vespers
6:00 Trustees
28
10:00 Worship
11:15 Annual
Program
Meeting

29

30

5:30 Vespers
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First Baptist Church
517 E Washington Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2015
734-663-9376
www.fbca2.org
office@fbca2.org
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors

Next
Newsletter
Deadline:
Sunday, April 21

