November 28, 2018

Prepare the Way of the Lord!
We had a holy and exciting time together at the Advent Workshop on Sunday. It was a treat to
sing, eat, and create with over 130 people as we prepared for the Advent season. A big shout out
to all those who helped to make the Advent Workshop a wonderful gathering! We are grateful for
all 20 of you. A special thank you to Christina Alaniz for coordinating the event with me and to
Graham Miles, Kevin Morgan, Cesar Alaniz, Janice Stumpf, Carol Stumpf and Heather Entrekin who
did preparations ahead of time. And a big thank you to our office administrator, Kat Becker, our
facilities manager, Lee Foley and our weekend sexton, Eduardo Cervi. Please enjoy Carolyn’s
photos as she captured the joy of the evening. (more photos on pp. 6 & 7)

Children’s Christian Education
Our Sunday morning schedule:
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All children
are welcome in worship. If you are visiting and would like more information about our ministry
with kids and youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s Ministry, Xan Morgan
(xan@fbca2.org) or our Youth Minister, Stacey Simpson Duke (staceyduke@gmail.com).

Children are encouraged to worship with their families. Optional nursery care (infant-3 year-olds)
is available beginning at 9:45 am. Following Time as Children, 4 year-olds through 5th graders
leave for Church School in the Children’s Ministry wing.
4s-2nd Grade:
10:30-11:30
11:30-11:45
11:45-12:05
12:05-12:30

Church School (Room 202A)
Snack (202B)
Grace Notes Choir (202A)
Friendship Time (202B)

3rd-5th grade:
10:30-11:30
11:30-12:00
12:00-12:30

Church School (Room 201B)
Snack and Friendship Time
Children’s Choir (306)

Youth (6th - 12th grade):
11:30-12:30
Church School (Room 107)

Opportunities for Kids to Serve

We are committed to providing opportunities for the kids of FBC to make a difference in our local
community and the world at large.
Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing
The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low income children – they are not in school so they
do not receive their free lunches and breakfasts. Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-friendly
food by December 9 (macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal packets, juice/
milk boxes, plastic containers of juice, tuna, canned pasta, breakfast granola bars, fruit cups and
cans, etc.) Please leave your food on the table near the Information Counter.

Adult Christian Education
Our Sunday morning Christian Education series, "For All the Saints," is going great! Each
Sunday, members of our church family are offering presentations on some of the people whose
lives have been inspirations and models for them. Some of our speakers are sharing about great
figures from Christian history or from our own congregational history. Others are talking about
people they have personally known whose impact on them was transforming. This is a great
opportunity not only to learn about some remarkably inspiring and influential people, but also to
become better acquainted with many in our own church family as they speak of the people and
events that have helped give shape to their own lives and faith. This class is for all adults. Please
join us for as many Sundays as you can.
Other Adult Education Opportunities:
Wednesday Bible Study meets at 1:30pm in the Lounge. Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of
the Gospel of John.
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing
group or form a new group.

College/University Students: The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students. We
gather every Wednesday evening during the school year, 5:00p-7:00pm, in the Campus Center, for
a free, home-cooked meal, friendship, and spiritual growth. If you would like to receive our
weekly e-newsletter, sign up here: https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa.
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FBC News & Happenings

A Note of Reflection: Our 2019 Budget
We are nearing the end of our stewardship campaign Joyful Giving That Makes a Difference.
Last Sunday we had a lovely celebration in the Fellowship Hall, which followed several inspiring
testimonies over the month from young and old.
As you can see from our "Hands and Hearts" bulletin board we remain well short of the funds
required to carry out the ministries of FBC, with total pledges at $397,000.

- Allen Burton and Bob Kidd, Co-Chairs, 2019 FBC Stewardship Campaign
Calling all Needlers!
We are gathering again for Needling and Noshing Sunday, Dec. 2nd from 7-9pm at the home of
Kristin Reynolds. Please RSVP to Kristin (kristinreynolds@comcast.net) by 11/26 if you plan to
attend.
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests
We are collecting new or gently used cold weather clothing for our Vespers gifts: hats,
gloves, mittens, scarves, long underwear, socks, coats, and sweatshirts. Donations of
grooming & personal items, such as shampoo, toothpaste, tooth brushes, small Kleenex
packs, Band-Aids, are also greatly appreciated. A basket will be near the Information
Counter each Sunday for your donations.
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Thank you to Christina Alaniz & the Congregation of FBCA2
We are forever grateful for the prayers, love, and support you have shown for our family and
especially our son Colin. The collection you took on Colin’s behalf helped us more than you know
and we cannot thank you enough. We are truly blessed that Christina was with Colin the morning
of his accident and that God chose her to comfort him in his time of need. What an amazing soul
she is. Please share our immense thanks with your church family.
Much love to you all The Campbell Family
Dave, Kris, Brennan, and Colin

2019 Calendars
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10. The profits are used
to purchase books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with the
food collection before Christmas. These heavy-weight calendars have beautiful
nature photographs with scriptures. Only 25 calendars are available, so grab
yours quickly! The calendars will be available for sale near the Information
Counter before and after worship, or you may contact Sue Ellen.
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AB Women’s Ministries Christmas Celebration
November is flying by and it will soon be time for the Christmas Celebration on December
9th The ABWM ladies gratefully accept any donations of gently-used holiday decorations;
crafted pieces for the Accessory Boutique, such as scarves, hats, gloves, etc.; items for
the Kitchen Boutique, like towels, dishcloths, gently-used recipe books; reading materials
for the book Boutique, including book marks, unused journals and address books,, etc.
Please price the donations where possible, as you know the value of the items and can
mark them appropriately.
The Bake Shoppe is a popular area to shop for cakes, cookies, breads, pies, candies,
muffins, or scones, to name a few of the delicious treats available. The ABWM ladies
welcome other bakers to join in the fun by donating their baked goodies. Each item
should be labeled with name of item, special content (such as nuts) and the price of the
baked goods. Since you know the value of the ingredients, it is more helpful to have you
se the price. Please remember that the baked goods should not need any refrigeration.
The Fellowship Hall will be set-up on Saturday, Dec 8, starting at 10am. You can bring in
any donations, crafts, decorations, or baked goods to the church kitchen or fellowship
hall. If you will be later than 12:30pm on Saturday, please call Bev Inbody in the church
office (734-663-9376) or on her cell phone (734-904-5750). Baked goods can also be
brought to the kitchen on Sunday morning before church. We have already started
collecting craft items and holiday decorations for the bazaar and they can be brought to
the church office during business hours or on Sunday mornings.
The Christmas Celebration is a major fundraiser for the AB Women’s Ministries’ many
programs, both inside and outside of our church. The past support from our church
family has been deeply appreciated. If you have any questions, please call Bev Inbody.

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing
ONLY TWO MORE SUNDAYS to collect a truck-load of kid-friendly food
by December 9!
The Board of Mission Action sponsors an annual food drive for our
friends at Hikone housing. The Christmas holiday break is very tough
on low income children – they are not in school so they do not
receive their free lunches and breakfasts. For many years we donate
items like macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup,
oatmeal packets, juice/milk boxes, plastic containers of juice, tuna,
canned pasta, breakfast granola bars, fruit cups and cans (etc.) to
help out the families. We also include books for the Hikone parents
to give as gifts to their children. We use the proceeds from the
children’s calendar sale but you are also invited to donate new (or like-new) books (all reading
levels are needed - from Baby board books through Young Adult chapter books). Please leave food
and books on the table near the Information Counter.
Financial donations are also needed to purchase grocery gift cards, milk, bread, fresh produce,
laundry detergent and items that cannot be purchased with food stamps. Monetary donations may
be given to Sue Ellen Glover, placed in the offering, or mailed to the church with a “Hikone”
designation. In recent years you have generously donated over $900 in cash – but this year we
have received less than $100 so far.
And finally, on December 12, we will be sorting and boxing the food donations, loading them into
David Bowen’s truck and our cars, and delivering everything to Hikone. If you are able to help
between 10:30 – 12:30, please sign up at the Information Counter or contact Sue Ellen.
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

1:30 Bible Study

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour
5:30 Vespers

9

10

10:00 Worship
11:00 Christmas
Celebration
11:30 2nd Hour
16

11

7

6

5

4

5:00 Gathering
(off-site)

12:15 Coffee
Break
Concert
(at BUCC)

8
10:00 ABWM
Set Up

7:00 Choir

12
13
9:00 Hikone
Food Sort
1:30 Bible Study

14

15

5:30 Vespers

17

18

10:00 Worship
11:30 Carol Sing

5:00 Gathering

7:00 Choir

Avalon Housing
Holiday Party

19

20

21

6:00 Executive
Council

7:00 Choir

7:00 Faith &
Family Grp

26

27

28

22

1:30 Bible Study
5:30 Vespers

23

24

10:00 Worship

30

25

29

Christmas Day
7:30 Lessons &
Carols

5:30 Vespers

31

Jan 1

10:00 Worship

** Church Office & Buildings Close at 1:00pm **

New Year’s Day
Church Office
& Buildings
Close at 1pm

5:30 Vespers

Bill Foster
Sara Barnes
Alison Emenheiser
Maria Pierantozzi
Zoë McLaren
Ron Tipton
Larry Dicks
Jim Barnes
Juanita Dieterle
Nancy Eavy
Pamela Emenheiser
Mervyn Juchartz
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1
2
4
5
7
8
9
10
12
14
15
16

Merilee Magnuson
Sam Kidd
Sandra Deline
Audrey Bon
Elizabeth Counsell
Ingrid Ford
Bob Kidd
David Bowen
Marissa Alaniz
Colin Barnes
Shelly Hinderer Alton
Vicki Williams

16
21
22
25
25
25
25
26
27
28
28
31
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First Baptist Church
517 E Washington Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2015
734-663-9376
www.fbca2.org
office@fbca2.org
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors

Next
Newsletter
Deadline:
Sunday, Dec 9

Poinsettia Order Form
Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services at
$20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:
In honor of: _______________________________________________
In memory of: ____________________________________________
From: ___________________________________________________

I have enclosed $______ as payment for the poinsettia(s).
Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 14 .
Thank you!

