
 

 

Pastor’s Reflection by Stacey Simpson Duke November 14, 2018 

 
For the past three Sundays, we’ve been hearing from various members of our congregation on 
the theme of “Joyful Giving That Makes a Difference,” which is the focus of this year’s 
stewardship campaign. We’ve heard inspiring, compelling, and challenging words from 
campaign co-chair Allen Burton as well as from church members Sam and Louisa Laidlaw, 
Heather Entrekin, and Peter Stover. This past Sunday, I also preached on this theme, 
challenging myself and the congregation to greater trust in a God of abundance and asking 
listeners to consider the question: “what if everything we have – our money, our talents, our 
time, our lives – is for this purpose: to make a difference in our world, to invest in what really 
matters, and to do it all with joy?” (If you missed any of our worship services these past three 
Sundays, I invite you to listen online!) 
 
As I personally reflect on what it means to trust in a God of abundance, I recognize what a 
challenge this is. I continue to live daily under the open question of what course my illness will 
take, and whether or not I can defy the statistics of my prognosis. Intellectually, I believe that 
God takes care of me and will take care of me. There’s a difference, though, between belief 
and trust. Trust is more than intellectual – it involves choosing to live by a reality that isn’t 
always visible. Trust is a lot harder than belief. It requires conscious decision and action; it 
often requires a daily recommitment to decision and action. I start each day in prayer, 
reflection, and Scripture reading, trying to commit myself again to trusting that God will take 
care of me, and that all will be well. 
 
In the same way, I am pondering what it means to trust a God of abundance when it comes to 
our church’s ministry. The abundance is obvious, as we witness powerful growth in our 
congregation, for example: our average Sunday worship attendance this fall is up roughly 20% 
over last year’s attendance and 35% over that of 2016; the size of our youth group has doubled 
in the last year; our VBS participation this summer doubled from last summer, both in the 
number of attendees and in the number of volunteers. Numerical growth is easy to measure, 
but it only tells part of our story. In June, we took the step to make explicit our welcome to 
all, including members of the LGBTQ community, when we voted on our new Welcome 
Statement and became an officially Welcoming and Affirming congregation. Over the summer, 
we created a Godly Play classroom and then in the fall we launched Godly Play, a Montessori 
Christian formation curriculum that invites children into a multi-sensorial experience of the 
stories of our faith. In September, we commissioned Marissa Alaniz, a young adult leader in this 
church, to serve as a volunteer missionary with our mission partner in Nicaragua, AMOS Health 
and Hope. These are just a few of the ways we’ve been growing in spirit, community, and 
mission.   
 
Even in the midst of all this evident abundance, it is easy to be concerned about the future. 
Our growth right now seems to be on the verge of outstripping our resources. This year we have 
lost some of the top givers in our church due to death or relocation. At the same time, our 
projected ministry expenditure needs for 2019 have grown 6% over this year’s budget. It would 
be easy to look at the gap between our expected needs and our expected resources and to 
conclude there is no way we will meet our goals. It would be easy to begin talking now – before 
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our financial campaign is even concluded – about making cuts to our budget. But what will we 
cut? Our vigorous, all-inclusive outreach to our neighbors? Our vibrant ministry to children and 
teenagers? Our persistent commitment to the homeless and hungry? These are the kinds of 
things the world undervalues; our investment in them represents our commitment to God’s 
dreams for our world.  
 
After nearly 18 years of ministry here at First Baptist, Paul and I can confidently say that we 
have never seen this congregation be bolder, stronger, or livelier than it is right now. In 
considering our own pledge for 2019, we reflected together on how we might match this 
congregation’s boldness with our own bold financial commitment. We discovered that we felt 
called to increase our pledge more than we had planned to! Writing the number on the pledge 
card felt a little scary, but it also felt exciting and joyful. We’re excited to see what God will 
do with what we give when it’s added to what you give. We’re excited to see how God will 
continue to use First Baptist Church to make a difference in all our lives – and in the world. 

FBC Stewardship Campaign 2019: Joyful Giving That Makes a Difference 
Over the past few weeks we have explored the theme Joyful Giving That Makes a Difference for 
FBC’s 2019 financial stewardship campaign. We have heard some inspiring words of witness from 
church members who have described their approach to financial stewardship and the attributes of 
FBC that make them want to give joyously. On Sunday November 18th we will wrap up the 
campaign with a celebration in the Fellowship Hall right after the service. If you have not had a 
chance to pledge yet, you will be able to do so at the celebration. From now until the end of the 
year, you will be able to track the progress of the campaign on our "Hands and Hearts" bulletin 
board near the information counter. For each $27,000 that is pledged, another pair of hands gets 
a heart to hold! As the campaign proceeds we hope that you will listen, pray, and consider 
pledging to help FBC make a difference in your life, in our community and in the world.     
          
           - Allen Burton and Bob Kidd, Co-Chairs, 2019 FBC Stewardship Campaign  
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Children’s Christian Education  
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church. All children 
are welcome in worship. If you are visiting and would like more information about our ministry 
with kids and youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s Ministry, Xan Morgan 
(xan@fbca2.org) or our Youth Minister, Stacey Simpson Duke (staceyduke@gmail.com).  
 
Children are encouraged to worship with their families. Optional nursery care (infant-3 year-olds) 
is available beginning at 9:45 am. Following Time as Children, 4 year-olds through 5th graders 
leave for Church School in the Children’s Ministry wing.  
 
4s-2nd Grade:  
10:30-11:30        Church School (Room 202A) 
11:30-11:45        Snack (202B) 
11:45-12:05        Grace Notes Choir (202A) 
12:05-12:30        Friendship Time (202B) 
 
3rd-5th grade:  
10:30-11:30        Church School (Room 201B) 
11:30-12:00        Snack and Friendship Time  
12:00-12:30        Children’s Choir (306) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intergenerational Advent Workshop - Join us on Sunday, November 25th from 5-7 pm. for a 
delicious catered dinner followed by activities to help us prepare the way for Jesus’ birth. We'll 
make Advent Wreaths with fresh greens, Advent Calendars and more (see below)! We’re looking 
forward to our time together; please invite your friends to join us! You can RSVP for the event by 
clicking https://www.facebook.com/events/538356566626781/ or at the information counter 
at church on Sunday morning. We are looking for volunteers to staff each station. Please contact 
one of our coordinators, Christina Alaniz (christinaalaniz218@gmail.com) or Xan Morgan 
(xan@fbca2.org) if you would like to help in this way. And thank you in advance! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

    Wood burned ornaments                              Yarn balloon ornaments                                   Crib of Good Deeds 

Youth (6th - 12th grade): 
11:30-12:30      Church School (Room 107) 

mailto:xan@fbca2.org
mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/538356566626781/
mailto:christinaalaniz218@gmail.com
mailto:xan@fbca2.org


 

 4 11/14/18 

Opportunities for Kids to Serve 
We are committed to providing opportunities for the kids of FBC to make a difference in our local 
community and the world at large. 
 
Thank you to everyone who served at Food Gatherers last week! It was great to serve 
together in the morning and afternoon of Election Day. We had 27 volunteers, ages 5 to 95! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMOS Mailing: This past Sunday the 3rd-5th graders helped with the end 
of the year mailing for AMOS Health and Hope in Nicaragua. The children, 
youth and college students all pitched in to serve AMOS in this way.   
(More on this on page 8) 

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing  
The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low income children – they are not in school so they 
do not receive their free lunches and breakfasts. Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-
friendly food by December 9 (macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal 
packets, juice/milk boxes, plastic containers of juice, tuna, canned pasta, breakfast granola 
bars, fruit cups and cans, etc.) Please leave your food on the table near the Information 
Counter.  
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Adult Christian Education  
 
Our Sunday morning Christian Education series, "For All the Saints," is going great! Each 
Sunday, members of our church family are offering presentations on some of the people whose 
lives have been inspirations and models for them. Some of our speakers are sharing about great 
figures from Christian history or from our own congregational history. Others are talking about 
people they have personally known whose impact on them was transforming. This is a great 
opportunity not only to learn about some remarkably inspiring and influential people, but also to 
become better acquainted with many in our own church family as they speak of the people and 
events that have helped give shape to their own lives and faith. This class is for all adults. Please 
join us for as many Sundays as you can. 
  
 
Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
Wednesday Bible Study meets at 1:30pm in the Lounge.  Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of 
the Gospel of John.  
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students: The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  We 
gather every Wednesday evening during the school year, 5:00p-7:00pm, in the Campus Center, for 
a free, home-cooked meal, friendship, and spiritual growth. If you would like to receive our 
weekly e-newsletter, sign up here: https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa.   

FBC News &  Happenings 
Thank you from Cindy Harrison 
“Dear Church Family, Many thanks to all who sent cards and prayers for me and my family during 
this time of loss.  Special thanks to Mary Davis, Bev Inbody, and Sue Ellen Glover for making the 
reception following my brother’s service.  So lovely!  I am truly blessed to be part of such a loving 
community of wonderful people!” 

Meet Missionaries Wayne & Katherine Niles, our Central Area ABW Missionaries to the Congo.  
Tuesday, November 20, at 10am in the Lounge.  Everyone is invited.  RSVP by Nov 13 to 
csgrape@aol.com.  We start with a free brunch in the lounge, followed by a presentation of the 
their work in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. A question & answer session will follow.  

Congratulations for Recent Awards and Achievements 
In the last few weeks, four of our members have been recognized for notable achievements. 

• Tom Glover was selected for the Distinguished Faculty Lectureship in Biomedical 
Research, the highest honor bestowed by the Medical School on a faculty member for 
research in the biomedical sciences.  

• Allen Burton has been named Director of the new Institute of Global Change Biology.   
• Sam Kidd advanced to the Regional Metropolitan Opera Competition and was awarded 

the David DiChiera Prize for Most Promising Young Singer.  
• Ben Mangrum’s new book, Land of Tomorrow: Postwar Fiction and the Crisis of 

American Liberalism, was published by Oxford University Press. 

Calling all Needlers!  
We are gathering again for Needling and Noshing Sunday, Dec. 2nd from 7-9pm at the home of 
Kristin Reynolds. Please RSVP to Kristin (kristinreynolds@comcast.net) by 11/26 if you plan to 
attend.  

https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa
mailto:csgrape@aol.com
mailto:kristinreynolds@comcast.net
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2019 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are used 
to purchase books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with the 
food collection before Christmas. These heavy-weight calendars have beautiful 
nature photographs with scriptures.  Only 25 calendars are available, so grab 
yours quickly!  The calendars will be available for sale near the Information 
Counter before and after worship, or you may contact Sue Ellen. 
 
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests 
We are collecting new or gently used cold weather clothing for our 
Vespers gifts:  hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, long underwear, 
socks, coats, and sweatshirts.  Donations of grooming & personal 
items, such as shampoo, toothpaste, tooth brushes, small Kleenex 
packs, Band-Aids, are also greatly appreciated.  A basket will be 
near the Information Counter each Sunday for your donations.  

 
AB Women’s Ministries Christmas Celebration 
November is flying by and it will soon be time for the Christmas Celebration on December 
9th  The ABWM ladies gratefully accept any donations of gently-used holiday decorations; 
crafted pieces for the Accessory Boutique, such as scarves, hats, gloves, etc.; items for 
the Kitchen Boutique, like towels, dishcloths, gently-used recipe books; reading materials 
for the book Boutique, including book marks, unused journals and address books,, etc.  
Please price the donations where possible, as you know the value of the items and can 
mark them appropriately.  
 
The Bake Shoppe is a popular area to shop for cakes, cookies, breads, pies, candies, 
muffins, or scones, to name a few of the delicious treats available.  The ABWM ladies 
welcome other bakers to join in the fun by donating their baked goodies.  Each item 
should be labeled with name of item, special content (such as nuts) and the price of the 
baked goods.  Since you know the value of the ingredients, it is more helpful to have you 
se the price.  Please remember that the baked goods should not need any refrigeration. 
 
The Fellowship Hall will be set-up on Saturday, Dec 8, starting at 10am.  You can bring in 
any donations, crafts, decorations, or baked goods to the church kitchen or fellowship 
hall.  If you will be later than 12:30pm on Saturday, please call Bev Inbody in the church 
office (734-663-9376) or on her cell phone (734-904-5750).  Baked goods cane also be 
brought to the kitchen on Sunday morning before church.  We have already started 
collecting craft items and holiday decorations for the bazaar and they can be brought to 
the church office during business hours or on Sunday mornings. 
 
The Christmas Celebration is a major fundraiser for the AB Women’s Ministries’ many 
programs, both inside and outside of our church.  The past support from our church 
family has been deeply appreciated.  If you have any questions, please call Bev Inbody. 

Join the Sunday Morning Welcoming Team! 
No meetings - just come and serve! Our Welcoming Team is one of our most important ministries. 
On Sunday mornings, volunteers stand in key places in the building to show hospitality to all who 
come for worship. Sign up online - Sign-up is online: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0d44afa928ab9-sunday - it's fast and easy! Sign up on your own, with a friend, with 
a spouse, or with your whole family. Sign up once or multiple times. Serving on our Welcoming 
Team is a great way to plug in to ministry at First Baptist and get to know others in our 
community.   Questions? Contact Sam Laidlaw at laidlawsam7@gmail.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
mailto:laidlawsam7@gmail.com
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Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 

easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
The Board of Mission Action sponsors an annual food drive for our friends at 
Hikone housing. The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low income 
children – they are not in school so they do not receive their free lunches 
and breakfasts.  Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-friendly food by 
December 9 (that’s only 5 Sundays away!)  Suggested items include 
macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal packets, juice/
milk boxes, tuna pouches, canned pasta, breakfast granola bars, fruit cups, 
etc..  Financial donations are very appreciated to provide items that cannot 
be purchased with food stamps and produce.  Monetary donations may be 
given to Sue Ellen Glover, or placed in the offering plate with a notation for 
“Hikone food”. 
 
When we deliver the food, we also include a couple of boxes of books for the Hikone parents to 
choose from as gifts for their children.  We can purchase some books with the proceeds of the 
calendar sale (if all the calendars sell, we have about $150 to spend) but another way children 
can be actively involved is to donate a new or like-new book or two (all reading levels are needed 
- from Baby board books through Young Adult chapter books).  Please leave your book donations 
the food collection table. 

Parking Lot Work Is Done! 
Final layer of asphalt went down and curbing 
finished, just in the nick of time for winter.  We have 
a little more work to be done getting the landscaping 
fixed up.  In the spring, when the lot has a chance to 
settle, a new pathway to Washington St. will be cut.  

Holiday Bed & Crib Drive at Friends In Deed 
As you know, Friends In Deed has been working for quite a while now 
to address the need for beds in our community. Even so, there are 
still many adults and children in low-income families in our 
community who are forced to sleep on the floor, on a couch or in 
a too crowded bed. That’s why we hold a Holiday Bed & Crib 
Drive, wherein people throughout the Washtenaw County community 
donate funds to purchase new beds & cribs for families living in 
poverty. While the drive runs throughout November and December, 
donations made on Giving Tuesday, November 27 th will be matched 
25% by Van Winkle Mattress Co. In past years, this has added 15-20 
additional beds to the total purchased for distribution throughout the 
year. Donations can be made at https://www.friendsindeedmi.org/bed-crib/.  
  

Thanks you for your consideration! If you have any questions or require any additional 
information, please don’t hesitate to contact Laurie Sternberg at 734-485-7658.  

https://www.friendsindeedmi.org/bed-crib/


 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
 
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically: 

• FBC e-Connections are sent out with important news about immediate happenings at 
the church and the concerns of church members, such as prayer requests, birth and 
death announcements.   

• FBC Newsletter for distribution of the twice-monthly church newsletter for those 
who want to receive it electronically (it helps save on paper and postage, besides 
arriving at your computer on date of publication!) 

 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list. 

Helping Out Our Mission Partner, AMOS Health and Hope! 
This fall, Marissa Alaniz, our missionary serving in Nicaragua with mission partner AMOS Health 
and Hope, asked if our congregation could help get their Christmas Campaign appeal letters out. 
This mailing is a massive undertaking, as it involved hundreds of letters - a challenge to mail 
directly from Nicaragua. Oftentimes, AMOS will send letters to mail with people who are 
traveling from Nicaragua to the United States, but with over 500 letters to go out, that is 
unmanageable for this particular mailing. 
  
This seemed like a perfect opportunity for our congregation to directly connect with the work of 
AMOS and specifically to support the fundraising work that Marissa is doing there. Xan Morgan 
took the lead in printing and copying the letters, printing the address labels and return address 
labels, and purchasing postage stamps. This past Sunday, the 3rd-5th grade Church School class 
helped out by putting the return address labels and postage stamps on 530 envelopes. Then 
members of the youth group, along with some of their family members, formed an assembly line 
to fold, stuff, and place address labels for the mailing. Thank you to youth group members 
Charlie Duke, Rob Duke, Mali Kerschbaum, and Andrew Redinger; to youth parents Stacey 
Simpson Duke, Xan Morgan, Craig Redinger, and Cynthia Redinger; and to youth sibling Lizzie 
Redinger! Thank you also to youth parent Katie Kerschbaum for providing a delicious dessert to 
sweeten our time together!  
  
There will be more opportunities coming up to help finish up this massive mailing. This 
Wednesday, members of the Gathering will help stuff envelopes while having a FaceTime chat 
with Marissa. On Sunday during Fellowship Time, there will be a station set up in the Fellowship 
Hall for anyone to help wrap up this mailing. This is a great chance to serve in a literally "hands-
on" way! 
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The Board of Care and Community and your congregation want to be available to help in life's 
difficulties and transitions, but we can only do that if we know your are experiencing them.  We 
can offer visits, help with food, transportation and possibly other needs.  If you or your family lets 
the church office know, we will contact you by your preferred method to see how we can help. 

mailto:office@fbca2.org


 

 

Coffee Break Concert Series 
This past Thursday, November 8, people who came to our 
Coffee Break Concert Series were well treated with early organ 
music performed by Philip Manwell. The pieces by Muffat, 
Cabezon, Walther and Handel that he played, are jewels that 
you don't usually hear. Philip has been on a mission to share his 
passion for early organ music with people through concerts 
across the country. As a colleague organist, I'm thankful to him 
for doing this special work which is not easy to do and which 
needs support from both organists and listeners. Philip used a 
variety of registrations (combinations of sounds) that made 
each piece delightful to listen to and made our Robert Noehren 
sound good. Although our church families hear the organ every 
Sunday, I would like to give you a bit of information about how 
this organ became part of our church life.  
 
The organ at First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor was built by Dr. Robert Noehren, who was an 
organ builder and University Organist at the University of Michigan. It was dedicated on 
January 23 in 1966 in honor of Dr. Chester H. Locks, who came to the church as pastor in 
1939, and during whose ministry there was a significant increase in the membership and 
activities of the church. Before five more stops, using sound samples, were added to the 
Pedal division in 2007, the original organ contained 51 stops representing 57 ranks and 2641 
pipes. The organ case was designed by Herbert W Johe, former Assistant Dean and Professor 
of Architecture at the University of Michigan. The unenclosed Great and Pedal divisions are 
placed in the center of the organ with the Swell (enclosed) to the right and the Choir and 
Positiv (enclosed) to the left.  
 
The next concert on the series is Organ Concert "Dancing at Christmas" performed by Shin-
Ae Chun on December 6, Thursday at 12:15 pm. This time it is co-sponsored by and held at 
Bethlehem United Church of Christ. Our concert series is taking a field trip to reach out to 
more people in the community and to give people a chance to hear one of many wonderful 
organs in town. Bethlehem Church has a 3-manual Casavant organ in a beautiful sanctuary. 
The program includes two organ pieces by Naji Hakim and Jesoph Rheinberger that are 
related to Advent and Christmas. At the end of the concert, the audience will be invited to 
sing together O Holy Night celebrating Christmas. Mark your calendar and share this 
information with your friends and neighbors.     ~Shin-Ae Chun 
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The SERRV Small World Shop Sale taking place this upcoming weekend at First United Methodist 
Church Ypsilanti, 209 Washtenaw Avenue. A portion of the sale (15%) will be donated to Friends In 
Deed. It is a great place to do some holiday shopping! Cash and checks are accepted -- no credit 
cards. The hours are Friday (11/16) 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm and Saturday (11/17) 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. 

Invitation to an Open House of the Ypsilanti Gathering Space!  
 
When: Saturday, November 17 
Time: 5pm-7pm 
Where: Ypsilanti Gathering space at the Riverside Arts Center, Ypsi 
 
Come join them to eat pizza and learn more about the Ypsi Gathering Space as they prepare to 
launch for their second season!  They started Ypsi Gathering Space last winter to respond to a 
need for a warm place where people can gather free of cost. YGS is a project of MISSION and they 
are entirely donation and volunteer based. Come learn more! Thank you to Riverside Arts Center 
for hosting and Aubree's for donating pizza for the event. 
 
If you are interested and able, please bring items from our wish list (Sweatshirts/hoodies (XL-
XXXL), long underwear, socks, hats, new underwear, toiletries, diapers, feminine products, 
sleeping bags, bottled water,  tote bags, art supplies, bus tokens, local gift cards). Also, if you are 
interested in volunteering this season, please fill out the form at  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZKGjZqvB8QkLQ0asCl6zbP3QxaqMkymR7jZOfws9p6KASXQ/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZKGjZqvB8QkLQ0asCl6zbP3QxaqMkymR7jZOfws9p6KASXQ/viewform
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First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Nov 25 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services at 
$20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:  

               

      In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

      In memory of:  ____________________________________________ 

      From:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

               I have enclosed $______ as payment for the poinsettia(s).  
Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 14 .   

Thank you! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

