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Children’s Christian Education  
Children’s Ministry for the new year begins this Sunday!  
We are excited to spend time experiencing God’s love together in worship, church school and 
choir this year. Join us on Sunday for a special blessing during Time as Children for students and 
teachers. Children are welcome to bring their backpacks to be blessed if they would like. After 
Time as Children, kids (5th grade and younger) will be starting their new church school classes for 
the year. We hope you’ll also join us at the church picnic to kickoff the new year. You can find 
more information about the picnic on the first page of the newsletter. For information about the 
year ahead, please click here for the parent letter or go to https://bit.ly/2NRpMEo 
 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: 
Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; children of all ages are welcome in 
worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the morning. Our goal is to make it easy 
for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class offerings. 
 
Infant - 3-year-olds: room 307 on the 3rd floor 
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available 
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided. 
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 B) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202B (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes. 
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A 
10:30    Godly Play Church School (room 202A) 
11:30    Snack (room 202B) 
11:45    Friendship Time staffed by Kate Gregg and volunteer (room 202B) 
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes. (room 202B) 
 
3rd – 5th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Church School 
11:30    Snack and Friendship Time 
12:00    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) - beginning September 16th 
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes. 
 

Adult Christian Education  
 
Our Sunday morning adult Christian Education program this fall (Sept 16-Nov 25)  is a new series: 
“For All the Saints.” During these eleven Sundays, members of our church family will offer 
presentations on some of the people whose lives have been crucial inspirations and models for 
them. From some of our presenters we will learn about great figures from Christian history, while 
others will tell us about people they have known whose impact on them was transforming. This 
will be a great opportunity not only to learn about some remarkably inspiring and influential 
people, it will also be a chance to become better acquainted with many in our own church family 
as they speak of the people and events that have helped give shape to their own lives and faith. 
This class is for all adults. Please join us for as many Sundays as you can.  

Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on September 19.   
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
Starting up again this Wednesday, September 5, we gather every Wednesday evening during the 
school year, 5:00p-7:00pm, in the Campus Center, for a free, home-cooked meal, friendship, and 
spiritual growth. If you would like to receive our weekly e-newsletter, sign up here: 
https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa.   

https://bit.ly/2NRpMEo
https://bit.ly/2N0FYGa


 

 

Beginning of the Godly Play Adventure: a photo timeline 
Our Godly Play classroom is ready for our 4-year-olds through 2nd graders to start their new 
adventure this Sunday! Thank you to Pastor Stacey, Pastor Paul, Kat Becker, Lee Foley, the Board 
of Christian Education, the Trustees, our team of teachers, congregants who made financial 
contributions and to the many volunteers who helped make many things happen. And a special 
thanks to Julia Cooper, who served as a co-coordinator with me to transform the classroom, 
prepare the stories and train our teaching team.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The “before” picture 

A big thank you to 
Kat and Lee who 
helped move a lot 
of furniture out of 
the space. 

Thank you to Tom who put many shelves together! 

Putting more shelves 
together 

New carpet square installed - defining the 
storytelling space and removing a stain.  
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Graham Miles made 20 of 
these beautiful trays to hold 
the stories.  

Julia helps assemble stories 

“The Promised Land” is an example of a story told 
from the Desert Box.  

Julia telling “The Light” during 
our Godly Play training  

Our loaves and fishes giving mural was quickly all 
filled in!  Thank you for your financial contributions! 
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See you at the Church Potluck Picnic!   
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, September 9th from noon-
2:00 pm. We’ll head over to Allmendinger Park (655 Pauline Blvd, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103) after worship for fun for all ages. We’ll have a 
potluck lunch, piñata and a game of kickball. Church will provide 
chicken and paper products. Please take a moment to RSVP and sign 
up for a potluck item here. We’ll also have booths highlighting 
ministries opportunities; we hope you’ll find a place to plug in! 

FBC News &  Happenings 

Join the Sunday Morning Welcoming Team! 
No meetings - just come and serve! Our Welcoming Team is one of our most important ministries. 
On Sunday mornings, volunteers stand in key places in the building to show hospitality to all who 
come for worship. Sign up online - Sign-up is online: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0d44afa928ab9-sunday - it's fast and easy! Sign up on your own, with a friend, with 
a spouse, or with your whole family. Sign up once or multiple times. Serving on our Welcoming 
Team is a great way to plug in to ministry at First Baptist and get to know others in our 
community.  
 
Questions? Contact Marissa Alaniz at malaniz@umich.edu. 

Celebrating its eighth year, our Coffee Break Concert Series has 
six concerts scheduled for the 2018-2019 season. Three concerts will 
be held in our beautiful, musically friendly sanctuary. The other 
three concerts will be co-sponsored by and held at Bethlehem United 
Church of Christ and First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor, both 
of which are very near us, as a way for First Baptist to reach out to 
more people in our community. The postcards with the full schedule 
and the flyers of each concert are available for you to share with 
people around you. Please invite your friends and neighbors to any 
concert although you might not be able to make it. Our ABWM members have been faithfully 
making our church a welcoming, warm place for listeners, especially for those who are new to 
First Baptist, for seven years as well as providing yummy refreshments over which people always 
enjoy sharing their love for music with others. (Thank you, ladies!) All concerts are free and open 
to all.    

The first concert in the series is Vocal Concert "Portraits of a Woman" on October 4, Thursday at 
12:15 pm at First Baptist. Soprano Lenora Green and pianist Ling-Ju Lai will perform a delightful 
program with music by Puccini, Mozart, Adams, Gershwin and Moore. Mark your calendar! Help us 
reach out to more people around you through music!  -- Shin-Ae Chun        

Doris George celebrated her 100th birthday surrounded by family 
and friends this past weekend.  Happy birthday, Doris! 

Get your Church Family Photo Album this Sunday!  
We’ll have both the church family photo album and 
the contact directories available for you starting this 
Sunday. Stop by the table in the hallway on your way 
into or out of worship to get yours; please make sure 
to indicate that you have picked it up. The contact 
directories were printed in April so if you got one in 
the spring, you’re all set. If your information isn’t in 
our current contact directory, please let us know so 
we can update our records. We update and print the 
contact directory in April each year. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
mailto:malaniz@umich.edu
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We are saddened by the death of Omer Robbins, Jr. 

Omer (12/18/1920 - 8/27/2018)died on August 27, 2018 of 
complications from a seizure suffered in mid-July. Throughout his life 
Omer was a man of religion, duty, family, steadiness, moderation in 
all things, and generosity to others, especially his family. Two 
especially happy periods during his boyhood guided some of his 
choices throughout the rest of his life. After the death of his mother, 
when Omer was seven, he and his younger brother Jim were sent to 
live with their grandmother Robbins in his father's hometown, Milan, 
IN. Those 2 small-town years, including 2 summers spent on his aunt's 
farm, were, he has said, very happy. Secondly, during the Great 
Depression of the mid-30's Omer's father built a house in Concord, MI. 
The family lived there for about 2 years, along with a relative's 
family, which included 3 boys near Omer's age. Omer has spoken very 
fondly of life in a small town with a household of 5 boys.  

In 1942 Omer graduated from the University of Michigan with a BS in 
chemistry. He and Elsie Wikle were married on graduation day, May 30, at the First Baptist Church 
of Ann Arbor. Omer received a military deferment because he was working as a research chemist 
for Dow Chemical, in a laboratory on State St. Much of the next 39 years was spent studying, 
researching, or teaching chemistry. After WWII Omer returned to U of M and received a PhD in 
chemistry in 1950. Then the family, which now included two young sons, Steven and David, moved 
to the St. Louis, MO, where Omer had a job with Shell Oil as a Research Chemist. 1958 saw the 
beginning of Omer's university professorship in chemistry. First, 3 years at Heidelberg University in 
Tiffin, OH. Then he taught for about 13 years at Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI. It was 
while he was at EMU in 1967 that his well-received college chemistry textbook, Ionic Reactions 
and Equilibria, was published. It was also during the EMU years that he explained that he liked 
chemistry because of it's clarity; "In chemistry there is a right answer, a wrong answer, and 
nothing else." During the 70's, also at EMU, Omer held the positions of Interim Dean, and then 
Dean of the graduate school, for about 7 years. Omer retired in 1981.  

Also in 1981, Omer and Elsie built a house near Manchester, MI. The two had made a deal that 
Elsie could design the house, and Omer could choose where to build. The house sits on a beautiful 
hillside on 40 acres. Throughout his life Omer was a dedicated and active American Baptist, 
mostly at First Baptist Church Ann Arbor. Except for a 15 year absence while living elsewhere 
(1950-1965), Omer attended FBCAA from 1938 until his death. He held many important lay-
leadership positions, and was an avid collector of church financial information and disseminator of 
resulting statistics.  

For a 20-year period (1969-1989), Omer investigated his Robbins family history. He did this in pre-
internet days, so he and Elsie traveled to county court houses, traveled to the homes of "new 
cousins" for interviews, and wrote innumerable letters to destinations across the country. All of 
this effort eventually resulted in an 800-page book, A Robbins Family History, which was typed by 
Elsie. Omer was a life-long reader, and a nearly life-long bridge player. At various times he was a 
member of a couple's bridge group, a lunch-time bridge group at EMU, and a men's bridge group 
during retirement in Manchester. Also at Manchester, Omer enjoyed working outside cutting fallen 
trees into firewood.  

Omer's wife Elsie passed in 2002 and his brother Jim in 2003. Omer is survived by 2 sons, Steven 
(Eleanor) of Mason, MI, and David (Joyce) of Manchester, MI; 1 granddaughter Sarah (Jason) 
Harwood of Adrian, MI; 2 great grandsons Preston and Bradley Harwood of Adrian, MI.  

A Memorial Service celebrating Omer's life will be held at 3:00 pm on Sunday, September 16, at 
First Baptist Church, with the Revs. Paul and Stacey Simpson Duke presiding. A reception will 
follow after the service in the church's Fellowship Hall. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the First Baptist Church Vespers Program.  

We are saddened by the death of Richard Bates 

Richard died on August 26, due to complications caused by a major stroke.  Plans will be made for 
a memorial service later in the autumn.  Please keep Richard’s family and friends in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
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FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
 
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically: 

• FBC e-Connections are sent out with important news about immediate happenings at 
the church and the concerns of church members, such as prayer requests, birth and 
death announcements.   

• FBC Newsletter for distribution of the twice-monthly church newsletter for those 
who want to receive it electronically (it helps save on paper and postage, besides 
arriving at your computer on date of publication!) 

 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list. 

Thank you to all the generous donors of school supplies, full backpacks, and financial support!  
We had six first time backpack donors and not only did you fill (stuff) 20 backpacks (many for 
middle or high schoolers), you donated $756 for school supplies and gift cards!  The Director of 
Hikone received $250 in Meijer gift cards which will be given to students who find there are 
additional requirements for a class or sports team and a box of extra and specific supplies (thumb 
drives, calculators, geometry supplies, etc.) to be given out to the students as needed or used in 
their afterschool tutoring program.  Additionally, four boxes of miscellaneous school supplies and 
empty backpacks were delivered to Washtenaw Intermediate School District to be distributed to 
the children and youth in the Education Project whose families are homeless or in temporary 
housing.  AND $100 in gift cards and a large box of hygiene supplies were delivered to Ozone 
House which offers support, intervention, and assistance to runaway, homeless, and high-risk 
youth and their families.  Thank you for being such a caring congregation! 

Some of our backpack shoppers  

mailto:office@fbca2.org
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The MacGregor-Stitt Circle starts up it’s new program year on Thursday, September 20, at 
12:30pm.  The ladies will meet at the home of Roberta Hause for a Subway Lunch followed by 
“One Summer Memory.” 

Open House at Hope Clinic 
You are invited to join the folks at 
Hope Clinic for an open house 
celebrating the launch of their 
new logo and an Ice Cream Social 
celebrating their community. It 
will be a great chance to meet 
people from the community, hear 
about what's going on at Hope, 
and see their new logo! 
 
 
September 13 
3-7 PM 
The Hope Clinic: Ypsilanti 
518 Harriet St 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
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First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Sept 16 

Church Parking Lot 
We all know that parking in Ann Arbor is a competitive sport!  With the fall schedule starting back 
up and everyone getting back into town, the church lot will be very busy.  For Sunday mornings, if 
you are able, please park in the structure across the street, leaving parking spaces in the church 
lot for those with less mobility.  Also, please avoid parking in the lot on Wednesdays from 
12:30pm-2:30pm (Bible Study starting Sept 19) and Thursdays from 7pm-9pm (Choir rehearsal 
starting Sept 6).  The Ann Arbor Co-op Nursery starts up on Wednesday, Sept 5, and has five 
spaces along the playground fence reserved for the teacher and assist parents.   If you need an 
FBC sticker for your car, please come to the church office.  Thank you! 

To Sing or Not to Sing?  There is no question!  
The First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor Sanctuary Choir is looking for new voices to fill the choir 
loft. The choir rehearses each Thursday evening from 7:30-9:00pm.  The ability to read and sight-
sing music at a high level is not a requirement for joining the choir, but rather the love of singing 
and the desire to worship God through music. The music the choir offers each week is challenging, 
which is part of the reason there is weekly rehearsal.  Rehearsals start on Sept 6.  You will meet 
new friends, have a lot of fun, and become part of a loving and caring group of people that praise 
God with their singing voices! If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Kidd. 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

