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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music
Vacation Bible School Scoop: We partner with other area
churches to provide an powerful experience for our kids of
what it would be like to live in Jesus’ time. The kids will
experience traditional family prayer rituals, a busy
marketplace of crafts and snacks and short dramas of the
stories of Jesus. Please mark your calendars now for the
mornings (9:30-12:15 pm) of Tuesday-Thursday, June
19-21. If the half day schedule makes it difficult for your
children to attend, connect with me and we’ll do our best
to make a plan. You can register online here. We are
looking for VBS volunteers - teens and adults! Please let
Xan know if you are able to help serve God and our kids
this way. Thanks!

Holy Week & Easter Scoop for Kids: Finishing our Lenten journey and entering
into the mystery of Easter with Holy Week
Palm Sunday, March 25th: We will have palm branches to wave in worship as
we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry (a parade of sorts ) into Jerusalem. The
Children’s Choir (3rd-6th grade) will sing an anthem during worship. During
church school the kids will go on a journey with Jesus. They’ll walk alongside
him as he enters into Jerusalem, has a meal with his friends and washes their
feet and as he dies on the cross. We’ll celebrate with anticipation that this
isn’t the end of the story as we make our journey with Jesus to his
resurrection on Easter morning. We’ll conclude at 12:00 pm when Children’s
Choir and Grace Notes will rehearse.

Good Friday, March 30th: We have 2 options for worship on
Good Friday. We are participating in our annual midday service
with First Methodist and First Congregational at First Methodist
next door. First Baptist leads the 1:00-1:30 service with our choir
singing. Families are invited to gather for a pizza lunch at noon
before heading over to worship together. Please let Xan know if
you plan to attend so that we order the right amount of pizza.
We also have a Tenebrae service here at First Baptist at 8:00 pm.
Tenebrae is a quiet, 45 minute service. Children are welcome to
attend worship. Childcare will be available.

Easter, April 1st: Our journey with Jesus is now a huge celebration
as life conquers death! We encourage you to worship together as a
family for this festive service. Nursery care will be available as
usual. Childcare will be provided for children in Kindergarten and
younger following Time as Children. After the service we’ll have an
Easter Egg hunt - a guaranteed way to help the kids know what a
special day it is!
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Adult Christian Education

(11:30-12:30)

A Clearing Season: A Lenten Study for Adults
Lounge
(Leaders: Paul Simpson Duke, Beth Foster, and Heather Entrekin)
This year's Lenten Study is called, "A Clearing Season." The study is for all adults, and meets
through March 25, Palm Sunday. Based on a book by Sarah Parsons, the six sessions considers what
it means to clear from our lives whatever obstacles may be keeping us from drawing nearer to
God, and explores practices to help us in this process. Although many of the ideas in these
sessions are drawn from the book, which is a series of reflections for Lent, this is not a book
study, and there is no need for participants to have read it. Simply be open to learning from the
presentations and to reflecting and discussing together the application of these insights to our
lives. Suggestions will also be offered each week for how to put into practice during the following
week the principles we have discussed. The accent of the series is on the liberating and joyous
possibilities of opening up new spaces in our lives for the love of God to flourish. This Lenten
study is a great opportunity for people who do not normally attend Second Hour classes, and for
more of us to get to know each other during this special season. Please join us.
Other Adult Education Opportunities:
Wednesday Bible Study: Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of the Gospel of John.
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing
group or form a new group.
College/University Students: The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study. If you
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com

Church Family Photo Album: It is important to us to include as many households as
possible in our new church family photo album. If you were unable to get a photo
taken with the professional photographers, please make sure to send us a photo.
Vertical photos with high resolution work best. You can email photos to our volunteer
from church who is collecting photos, Heidi Goodhart (dendles@gmail.com). Photos
can also be mailed to church or brought to Xan Morgan on Sunday mornings. If Bob Kidd
took your photo, you are all set. We are hoping to have this collection phase
completed by March 25. Thank you for your help.
A big THANK YOU to Heidi Goodhart, Heather Entrekin, Julie Smith and all the hosts
who made the directory photo shoots a success. We are grateful for the time and
energy!

Follow us on Facebook! If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here,
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see.
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church.
9
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FBC News & Happenings
Help Wanted for the Rotating Shelter 2018
We need overnight volunteers to staff the Ann Arbor Men’s Rotating Shelter, Monday night, March
19 - Monday Morning, March 26, here at FBC. The Rotating Shelter provides a warm place to sleep
during these cold wintery nights. Your help with this important ministry is greatly needed and
appreciated. We need a minimum of 2 people each evening to stay overnight from 7:30pm –
7am. Sign up at the Church Information Desk on Sunday mornings, in the church office, or
electronically at https://goo.gl/VeCHfa, if you can help. Also, contact Kent Jennings, 734-7326802, kentjen31@gmail.com, if you want more information regarding this very important
ministry. Your participation is greatly appreciated. There will also be a sign-up sheet available at
the Church Information Desk on Sunday mornings for those who would like to bring snacks, such
as: fruit (no apples), cookies, granola bars, etc.), for approximately 15 men. The men greatly
appreciate the snacks. Also, bottled water, milk and other fruit drinks are enjoyed by the men.
We are deeply saddened to report the death of Ed Marsh
Ed Marsh, age 78, passed away on January 31, 2018 at Arbor Hospice
Residence surrounded by the love of family and friends. Ed was born in St.
Louis, Missouri, on February 15, 1939 to Margaret and Edward Graves
Marsh. He graduated high school from Cascia Hall in Tulsa, Oklahoma in
1956, and earned a B.A. in Philosophy and Education from Villanova
University in 1962. Following four years of study in Rome, Ed received a
Doctor in Sacred Theology from Pontifical Lateran University and he was
ordained in the Augustinian priesthood in 1966. He served at the Vatican
for two years before moving to Chicago, Illinois, where he taught at St.
Rita of Cascia High School. Ed then moved to Ann Arbor to attend the
University of Michigan School of Social Work where he received a Masters
in Administration/Policy in 1972. Ed worked for the Illinois Institute for
Social Policy before returning to Ann Arbor in 1973. From 1973 to 1986 he
worked for United Way for Southeastern Michigan, and from 1986 to 1996
for Washtenaw United Way. In retirement, Ed taught at the U-M School of Social Work as an
adjunct professor and shared his experience and expertise through his consulting work for a wide
variety of health, human service and arts organizations, including Community Action Network, the
American Red Cross, Hope Clinic, Peace Neighborhood Center, Ann Arbor Civic Theater, Boys and
Girls Club, and Alzheimer's Association, South Central Michigan chapter. He served as pastor of
Community of Faith in Saline for two years, and enjoyed volunteer work at 826Michigan, where he
was appreciated for his sense of humor and verve. He married Marilyn Kooistra in May 1974, and
his relationships with family and friends were of primary importance. In addition to Marilyn, he is
survived by daughters Caron and Colette; sisters Mary Margaret, Elizabeth, Patricia, and Therese;
and brothers Charles and Stephan. Ed enjoyed people, always laughing and joking. He sang in the
choir at Ann Arbor Northside Community Church and First Baptist Church, and loved to golf--he
was an active member of Inverness Country Club. He treasured his river boat trips with Marilyn
and visits to Italy with family and friends. Ed's true calling was helping people through life
passages. Baptisms, marriages, and funerals were deeply meaningful for him. If Ed were here, he
would be taking charge, making arrangements and comforting us. He will be greatly missed. A
Remembrance Service will be held on April 7, 2018 at 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church. (Published in
Ann Arbor News on Mar. 4, 2018)
Our Annual Program Meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:15) on April 29. After the
business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the week. The Board of Care and
Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages.
ABWM Sing-Along at Hillside Terrace
Both the Beecher-Brewer and MacGregor-Stitt Circles next meet at 2pm on Tuesday, March 20, at
Hillside Terrace for the annual Sing-Along at Hillside.
10

3/14/18

We are deeply saddened to report the death of John Reed
John, age 99, died peacefully on Tuesday, March 6, 2018. He was
born December 11, 1918, in Independence, MO, the only child of
Novus Homo E. and Lilian (Houchens) Reed. John began his
academic career at William Jewell College in Liberty, MO,
continued at Cornell Law School, Ithaca, NY, and completed his
studies at Columbia Law School in NY, NY. His professional career
began in Kansas City, MO, as a practicing attorney. After
acknowledging that teaching was his passion, he joined the faculty
of the University of Oklahoma Law School. Thus began his brilliant
and storied career in academia. In 1949, he moved to Ann Arbor,
MI, to become a member of the University of Michigan Law School
faculty. After a half century, he retired from teaching. Before his
retirement, he was named as the Thomas M Cooley Professor of Law. His tenure at Michigan was
interspersed with visiting professorships at Yale, Harvard, Princeton, Chicago, NYU and San Diego.
He also served as dean of the University of Colorado and Wayne State University Law Schools and
the director of the Institute for Continuing Legal Education at the University of Michigan. He was
particularly proud to have received the Legacy Award from the Bar Association of Michigan, an
exceptional honor bestowed by his peers in recognition of John's contributions to the legal
profession and the values imbued in his every breath. John believed that education must go beyond
the classroom.
With enthusiasm and quiet generosity, he devoted time, energy, and personal resources promoting,
supporting and guiding many organizations such as the University Musical Society, Ministers &
Missionaries Fund of the American Baptist Churches and the Ann Arbor Area Community
Foundation. John loved great music and was a member and director of the First Baptist Church
choirs, both in Boulder, CO and Ann Arbor, MI. In1981, John became the Administrative Secretary
of the International Society of Barristers. This group became the perfect forum for a man who was
an eloquent and ardent advocate for justice and service through the legal profession. His speeches
at the yearly meetings were renowned for serving as an ethical and moral compass for practicing
lawyers worldwide. Beyond the barristers, those in John's audiences who were not schooled in the
law were equally enthralled, and moved to greater social action and to a deeper conscience.
While John's career was a focal point of his life, he was also a devoted and generous family man. In
1946, John married Ivy Vonada and they had three children, Alison, Mark and Randy. The marriage
ended in divorce. For several years, John was a single parent, raising three young children,
teaching at the U-M Law School, and directing the choir at his beloved First Baptist Church in Ann
Arbor. To his children, he made it feel seamless. During Christmas of 1960, John met Dorothy Floyd
Jodoin, a widow with two daughters, Suzanne and Victoria. On March 5, 1961, John, Dot and their
five young children were united in marriage. With courage and faith, he and Dot undertook the
daunting task of raising their children, the oldest of whom was ten. They unified the two families
with wisdom and grace. Their marriage was a remarkable, strong and elegantly romantic
partnership of 51 years, ending in 2012 with Dot's death. The sweetest and deepest legacy he
leaves is as a devoted husband to Dot and the heart-wide-open father of five children, eight
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. John was a man of great faith. He was a soul-deep
American Baptist who lived his faith daily by example and service. John is survived by 3 daughters,
Alison (Jim) Robison of Saline, MI, Victoria (Walt) Peter of Reston, VA, and Suzanne (Peter) Unger
of Pinckney, MI; 8 grandchildren, Stephen (Jamie) Robison, Emily (Kyle) Travis, Courtney (Pedro)
Marques, Walter Peter IV, Christian (Lora) Peter, Wesley Unger, Elaine Unger, and Mark (Staci)
Reed; 9 great-grandchildren and counting, Olive Peter, Boaz Peter, Reed Marques, Sloane Marques,
Kate Reed, Jack Reed, Grant Reed, Madison Travis, Lukas Robison and Ruby Robison; his sister-inlaw Esther Floyd of Ann Arbor; and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. He was preceded in
death by his parents, his wife, Dorothy, and his two sons, Mark and Randy.
A Memorial Service celebrating John's life will be held at 1:00 P.M. on Saturday, March 17, 2018 at
First Baptist Church, 517 E. Washington St., Ann Arbor, MI with the Revs. Paul and Stacey Simpson
Duke presiding. A reception will follow after the service. Memorial contributions may be made to
The Residence at Arbor Hospice 2366 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103; M & M Retirement Fund
of the American Baptist Churches, 475 Riverside Dr. Suite 1700, New York, NY 10115-0049; The
Innocence Project 40 Worth St. Suite 701 New York, NY 10013. Arrangements entrusted to the
Robison-Bahnmiller Funeral Home Saline, MI. To sign John's guestbook, to leave a memory, or for
more information and directions, please visit www.rbfhsaline.com. (Published in Ann Arbor News
on Mar. 11, 2018).
11

3/14/18

Stations of the Resurrection at FUMCA2
Over the course of the Lenten season, the congregation at First United Methodist Church of Ann
Arbor has been prayerfully considering our Pilgrimage of Hope as we journey to the resurrection.
Congregation members are using the Stations of the Resurrection (borrowed from the Stations of
the Cross) as the lens for expressing how we find hope in the Passion story, and in our present
lives, when hopelessness seems to abound in our country. Artists are working on their projects and
the exhibit will soon be installed in our Social Hall. We invite you to find out more about our project and sign up to see the exhibit through the link below.
https://tinyurl.com/fumc-a2-pilgrimage
The Needling Gang is a new group forming for “needlers” of all types: knitting, x-stitch,
embroidery — whatever your specialty or you’d like to try. No experience necessary — there are
experts on hand (for at least some styles of needlework)! The purpose is to enjoy one another’s
company, learn some new techniques/master old ones, and as inspired, make things for special
occasions/circumstances and those in need. On March 11, eight needlers (and one baby!) met at
Kristin Reynolds' home for a wonderful evening. For more info and/or to find out the location,
write to kristinreynolds@comcast.net. Please type “The Needling Gang” in the subject line. Lets
get the ball of yarn rolling!

Emergency Contact Forms – There may be times when the church office or staff needs to
contact a family member of someone in our congregation. If the family member does not attend
FBC, we will not have the information we need. We would appreciate each family in the
congregation completing this emergency contact form (to be used only by the staff) and leaving
it in the offering plate, at the Information Counter, or mailing it to the church office.
YOUR NAME: ______________________________________________________

Contact #1:
Name __________________________________________________________
Relationship: _______________________

Phone: ___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________
Contact #2:
Name __________________________________________________________
Relationship: _______________________

Phone: ___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________
Contact #3:
Name __________________________________________________________
Relationship: _______________________

Phone: ___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________
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Holy Week Schedule
Community Good Friday Service:
March 30 at 12:00, 12:30, and 1:00 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church
The FBC Organist and Sanctuary Choir performing
at the 1:00 service

Tenebrae Service:
March 30 at 8:00 p.m. in the First Baptist sanctuary
(childcare provided)

Easter Sunday Service:
April 1 at 10:00 a.m. in the First Baptist sanctuary
All children are welcome to worship with family.
Nursery care will be provided. Following the service, there
will be an Easter Egg Hunt.

The Board of Care and Community and your congregation want to be available to help in life's
difficulties and transitions, but we can only do that if we know your are experiencing them. We
can offer visits, help with food, transportation and possibly other needs. If you or your family lets
the church office know, we will contact you by your preferred method to see how we can help.
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2018 Warming Center Update
First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor hosted the 2018 Warming Shelter in February on Tuesdays
(February 6, 13, 20, 27), and Thursdays, February 1, 8, 15, 22), 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. We had 30+
volunteers from our church family participate in this ministry. Sheri Wander from M.I.S.S.I.O.N.
provided overall leadership of this event. First Baptist provided a luncheon meal for each of the
eight days. The meals were prepared by individuals within our church family, totally 16. Also,
there were many snacks provided for our guests by our church family.
There were other services provided for our shelter guests, such as: Hepatitis A vaccinations on
Thursday, February 22, given by Heather Zink, RN, BSN, Public Health Nurse of Washtenaw County
Health Department; Haircuts were provided by Westside Salon of Ann Arbor (Phil Capling, hair
stylist); Narcan would be made available to those needing this lifesaving shot, from a trained
individual.
For the month of February it is estimated that we
 served an average of 50+ meals
 averaged 50 – 70 guests
 provided 30+ volunteers from FBC.
The Warming Shelter was a great success with all guests receiving a much needed rest and warm
reception. Our guests were very appreciative and very helpful. It was a good month for our
church family and guests to bond, and become a greater community, here in Ann Arbor. I
especially want to thank our many volunteers for their assistance in making this year’s warming
shelter a very “warm” place to be.
Blessings, Kent Jennings - Board of Mission Action
Reaching Across Differences: Conversations that Matter in Today’s World
(By popular request, the Interfaith Roundtable offers this course again.)
The political storm that has visited the United States over the past few years have exposed a
number of social crises. One of these crises is our society’s ongoing struggle to truly hear
each other and to help each other discern what sits at the heart of our beliefs, our fears and
our desires for a wholesome life. What are some deep listening and inquiry practices that can
bring us closer together rather than further apart?
The IRT invites you to come explore and practice conversations that will expand our ability to listen more deeply and discover what truly matters at the core of any conversation. How can we
reflect each other’s sacredness in ways that can help each of us see our true beauty and each other’s heart’s desire to thrive and live a blessed life?
Four evenings in April: Tuesdays (3,10,17,24)
Time: 7-9 pm at Lord of Light Lutheran Campus Ministry (801 S Forest, Ann Arbor)
Themes: four core attributes (trust, hope, love and clarity/light)
Approach: self-examination, small and large group discussion (all materials provided)
Facilitator: Rev. Susan King, IRT Co-Director
Cost: $40 (includes all materials)
Some have asked, “How do I talk with people who see life from such a different place from what I
see it?” Others have said, “I just want to be a better listener.” And still others wonder, “Are
there better ways to connect with those who don’t think like me, look like me or practice like
me?” For all of the above, this course is just right for you. Reserve a place by registering via
email at gbrides@umich.edu
The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County will present this year’s unique interfaith music event - Voices of Children: Be the Change. Given the current climate in our country and in
celebration of the sacredness of the planet, here is a beautiful way to show our support for diversity, gratitude and inclusion. This year’s four children’s choirs are from -- the Hindu Chinmaya
Mission, Temple Beth Emeth, St. Clare’s Episcopal Church and The First Unitarian Universalist Congregation. There will be an opportunity to donate to the work of the IRT.
Date: Sunday, April 22, 2018
Time: 4 pm (doors open at 3:30)
Location: Genesis, 2309 Packard Street (Temple Beth Emeth and St. Clare’s Episcopal)
For more information, call 734-424-1535 or email gbrides@umich.edu
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April 2018
Sun

1

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

Easter
10:00 Worship
1:00 Marsh
Memorial

1:30 Bible Study

5:30 Vespers

5:30 Gathering
7:30 Choir

8

9

12

10

11

1:30 ChristCare

1:30 Bible Study

5:30 Vespers
6:00 Mission
Action

5:30 Gathering
7:30 ChristCare

7:30 Choir

17

18

19

1:00 BeecherBrewer Cir.

1:30 Bible Study 1:00 MacGregorStitt Circle

5:30 Vespers

5:30 Gathering

13

14

20

21

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour

15

16

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour

22

23

24

25

7:30 Choir

7:00 F&F
Small Grp.

26

27

28

10:00 Worship
11:30 2nd Hour
1:30 Bible Study

5:30 Vespers
29

7:30 Choir

30

10:00 Worship
11:30 Annual
Program
Meeting
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First Baptist Church
517 E Washington Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2015
734-663-9376
www.fbca2.org
office@fbca2.org
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors

Next
Newsletter
Deadline:
Sunday, April 8

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
I / We would like to order an Easter Lily ($17.50 each) to be given:
In honor of: _______________________________________________________________
In memory of: _____________________________________________________________
Given by: _________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check made out to “First Baptist Church” for $_____, for a total of _____
plants, which will be displayed on the chancel Easter Sunday, and may be picked up
following the service that day. Paid orders must be received by Thursday, March 22, to
be included in the Easter bulletin. Be sure to write “Easter Lily” on the memo line of
your check.

