
 

 

Pastor’s Perspective by Paul Simpson Duke January 10, 2018 

 
Plenty of people never make New Year’s resolutions, but I’ve been a resolute resolution-maker 
since at least late elementary school. I’ve just always felt that the transition into a new year 
provides such a great opportunity for dreaming dreams, setting goals, and making plans. This year, 
however, the first day of the new year came and went without my being quite ready for it, and 
now here we are, already ten days in and I haven’t made any resolutions. Thankfully, it’s never 
too late to be intentional about the kind of life we want to live and the kind of person we want to 
be.  
 
Now is also a good time to give thought to our life together as a church community. Who do we 
want to be for each other in the coming year? How do we want to impact our community and the 
world for good? What are our hopes for how God is going to work in us and through us?  
 
I recently found a list I’d made and shared a few years ago, of things I was learning from the youth 
here at First Baptist about what it means to be a church. Looking over the list, I realized it could 
be a pretty good set of New Year’s resolutions for the church:  
 

• Everybody fits. The youth at our church accept each other so completely, whatever 
their various interests, backgrounds, and eccentricities. This, too, is the calling of the 
church as a whole – to be radically hospitable to everyone who comes our way. How 
might God be calling us to enlarge our embrace of others?  

• Cultivate a beginner’s mind. When it comes to Scripture, prayer, theology, and church 
history, the youth are pretty honest about the limits of their knowledge. They don’t 
pretend to know more than they actually do, and they come to our conversations with 
a refreshing openness, honesty, and curiosity – which leads not only to their own 
learning but to great learning and conversation for the group as a whole. How can we 
cultivate an attitude of openness in our own spiritual journey?  

• Support each other’s gifts; share each other’s burdens. Each Sunday, the youth listen 
to each other share the joys and concerns and their previous week; they celebrate each 
other’s achievements and express concern for each other’s difficulties. As a faith 
community, we should be concerned about what’s going on in each other’s lives beyond 
Sunday morning. How might we invest in each other more deeply? 

• Play. Laughter is holy and friendship can flourish when we have fun together. How can 
we do more of this in the year ahead? 

• Pray. When I first started working with the youth group, they taught me their closing 
prayer ritual. We stand in a circle, cross our right arms over our left, and hold hands. 
When we’ve finished praying, we all turn outwards, still holding hands. It’s a great 
physical reminder that the church is called to pray, and then to move from prayer to 
action, together. How might we grow in our practice of prayer? 

• Serve. One of the things I keep learning from the youth the value and delight of serving 
with others. Once a month, the youth help the young adults with Vespers, where we 
serve a meal for the homeless and hungry. It’s such a great opportunity not only to do 
something good together for people who need it, but to learn from mentors in the 
kitchen. How might God be calling you to serve others this year? 

 
This isn’t an exhaustive list of how to be the church, of course (nor is it an exhaustive list of the 
things I learn from our youth!), but I think it’s a good set of attitudes and habits to work towards 
together in the coming year. These commitments would help us grow in all directions – towards 
God, towards each other, and towards the world. I’m looking forward to growing with you in the 
year ahead, and to seeing what God has in store for us. Happy 2018, First Baptist Church! 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade):  
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 
 
 
 
Faith and Family Small Group: We meet again this 
Friday, the 12th from 7:00-8:30 pm at the Danciu 
DaSilvas’. We’ll continue our discussion of “A Different 
Way: Living Simply in a Complex World.” Food and 
care for the children will be provided. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sticky Faith - What STUCK out to you today? What 
STUCK with you today? This Sunday, our kids will begin 
thinking about these questions. They will be invited to 
share their responses using sticky notes on the bulletin 
board. Teens and grownups, feel free to share your 
responses too. 
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Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                         Lounge 
 
As we begin the new year, we will continue with our study on Heroes of the Bible, great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who were foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the weeks 
before Lent, we will take a look at Paul, the first New Testament writer, who formulated 
and established the basics of our Christian faith.  No background readings required.  Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
A History of Baptists  (Joe Mortensen, leader)                      Library 
 
This class examines key points in the history of Baptists, from their beginning until now. 
Participants will learn about the roots of the Baptist movement in the Reformation, the early 
Baptist advocacy and influence for religious tolerance in America, the pioneer work of Baptists in 
International missions, the North/South division of Baptists over slavery and the Civil War, and 
issues of current Baptist denominational life. The discussion will be enlightening and engaging not 
just for longtime Baptists, but for people who are new to our congregation's Baptist identity and 
tradition. 
 
The Gospel of Mark                                                           Room 108 
 
This class offers an ongoing study and discussion of Mark's Gospel, attending to its original context 
and meaning and to its applications for today. 2018 is an especially good year for this study 
because it is Year-B of the church lectionary cycle, when most of the Gospel readings, and many 
of the sermons, will be from the Gospel of Mark. 
 
The R&R (Relaxing and Reflecting) Group  
 
This group will meet at the cafe Fred's, just three doors down at 403 E. Washington and will spend 
time connecting with each other and having informal discussions of the morning's sermon. 
Participants are welcome to grab a coffee or a bite to each if they'd like. Parents of teens and/or 
kids will need to be back at church by 12:30 to pick them up from their morning programming. 
Connect with Paul or Xan if you have questions. 
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The 2018 Chancel Flower Calendar    
The signup calendar is now posted on the downstairs bulletin board near the Lounge 
door.  The cost is $30 and your dedication goes in the bulletin.  The flowers are yours to 
take after the Sunday morning service.  Please sign up early to secure your date(s). 

FBC News &  Happenings 

Resources for Personal Devotions 
We hope that one of your New Year’s resolutions is to spend a quiet time each day with prayer 
and scripture.  The Board of Christian Education invites you to use The Secret Place or 
Disciplines.  The Secret Place is available at the Information Counter (free). It is published 
quarterly and is offered in regular and large print editions.  The Upper Room publishes Disciplines 
which has one-page daily devotions for the entire year and the scriptures are based on the 
lectionary.  Each week you can read and meditate on the scriptures that will be usually be 
included in the upcoming Sunday’s worship service.  Disciplines books are available from Sue Ellen 
for $8.   

Radical Generosity Financial Campaign Results 
During the Radical Generosity financial campaign for 2018, we reported that the budgeting 
process indicated a 3.2% increase would be necessary to fund the church’s work for 2018, so we 
set that as the goal of the campaign. We are very glad to report that campaign results surpassed 
the goal.  We received 74 pledges totaling $453,824. This is a 4.6% increase from last year’s dollar 
amount, with 2 fewer pledgers. Thank you so much for your generous support for First Baptist in 
2018. During this time of changing social, political, and cultural tides, thank you for responding, 
loving, and giving radically! 
 

- Marissa Alaniz and Bob Kidd, Financial Stewardship Campaign Co-Chairs 

 
Collecting for Warming Center 
Be on the watch for sales!  A basket will continue to be out near the Information Counter each 
Sunday to collect warm clothing, especially long underwear, gloves, hat, scarves, and socks for 
Vespers guests and those who will use the warming shelter in our fellowship hall in February.  
Travel size and full size hygiene products (toothpaste, soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, etc.) 
are also greatly appreciated. 
 
The Board of Care and Community and your congregation want to be available to help in life's 
difficulties and transitions, but we can only do that if we know your are experiencing them.  We 
can offer visits, help with food, transportation and possibly other needs.  If you or your family lets 
the church office know, we will contact you by your preferred method to see how we can help. 

Start off the New Year by becoming an FBC volunteer! 
There are sign-up sheets at the Information Counter relating to Fellowship Time, Sunday morning 
greeters, and staffing of the Information Counter on the second and third Sundays of each month 
(No, you are not expected to know all the answers!).  We also need six volunteers on Communion 
Sundays (first Sunday of the month).  There are other ways to help, including Tuesday evening 
Vespers, Wednesday evening Gathering, just to name a couple.  If you have any questions, stop by 
the Information Counter or the church office (734-663-9376).   

Congregational Meeting on Sunday,  January 28  
Our annual financial meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:30) on January 28. After the 
business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the week.  The Board of Care and 
Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages. If your last names begins with A-D, please 
bring fruit or dessert;  last names beginning with E-J, please bring  salad or some kind of vegeta-
ble; last names starting with K-Z, please bring a potato, rice or pasta. 
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Warming Shelter Ministry at FBC Volunteer Sign up & Warming Center Collection 
 
Dear congregation, 
  
We have the opportunity to work with First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor in hosting a 
Warming Shelter for the month of February.  The Warming Shelter will be open at First Baptist 
Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the month of February, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  FCCAA 
will be the host on Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
  
The group MISSION is overseeing the Warming Shelter Ministry.  They will be providing many of the 
volunteers to work this important ministry to the homeless.  Each church hosting the Warming 
Shelter is invited to participate in any number of ways, such as:  1) Volunteer your time to mix and 
mingle with those using the Warming Shelter; 2) Bring some snacks(nothing with peanuts), or food 
to share with the guests; etc.; 3) Sign up at the information desk, or church office to prepare and 
bring a luncheon dish to serve 20-30 people (NO Peanuts in food).  We will need at least 2 dishes 
(serving 20-30 each dish).  The Warming Shelter has been averaging about 40-60 people. 
  
It's been very cold in recent days and staying warming is essential.  FBCAA is responsible for 
February on Tuesdays (Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27) and Thursdays (Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22).   Your prayers 
presence and support are welcomed.  You don't have to sign up to volunteer.  Just come and let 
God share His love through you."  - Mission Action Board FBCAA 
  
We are collecting warm clothing including Long Underwear (LX, XLX), gloves, hats, mittens, and 
socks (look for sales!), plus personal products like toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant, 
shampoos, pocket tissue packs, combs, soap, etc.  There will be a basket near the Information 
Counter each Sunday.  
  
Contact Kent Jennings (kentjen31@gmail.com; 734-732-6802) or 
Ron Gregg (rgregg@patientfocussystems.com) for more information. 

 
FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   

 
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically: 

• FBC e-Connections are sent out with important news about immediate happenings at 
the church and the concerns of church members, such as prayer requests, birth and 
death announcements.   

• FBC Newsletter for distribution of the twice-monthly church newsletter for those 
who want to receive it electronically (it helps save on paper and postage, besides 
arriving at your computer on date of publication!) 

 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list. 

mailto:kentjen31@gmail.com
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Online Scheduling Available! 

To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on 
schedule your photography session on the right side, enter mi1104 in the Church Code 
field and enter directory the Church Password field.  Follow the prompts to schedule 

your family’s appointment time.  If you have 6 or more in your family please use 2 
consecutive time slots.  The online scheduling option is available Monday through Friday.  

Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as possible to secure your 
preferred date and time. 
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ICPJ Book Discussion 

The book is “Tears We Cannot Stop” by Michael Eric Dyson.  There 
will be a discussion group meeting January 16 and February 20 at 7 
pm at the Friends Meeting House, 1420 Hill St.  We will  reflect on 
the book and to see how we can respond.              

The book has been called “One of the most frank and searing 
discussions on race ... a deeply serious, urgent book, which 
should take its place in the tradition of Baldwin's The Fire Next 
Time and King's Why We Can't Wait." ―The New York Times Book 
Review 

Toni Morrison hails Tears We Cannot Stop as "Elegantly written 
and powerful in several areas: moving personal recollections; 
profound cultural analysis; and guidance for moral redemption. A 
work to relish."  

 
While we American white people know that the hateful kind of 
personal racism is much diminished over what it used to be, and 
that we were never really involved in any of that sordid stuff, we 
really don’t see how that history is still memorialized in housing 
patterns that divide the inner cities from the suburbs, and that 
cause law enforcement personnel to experience personal fear when encountering young black men 
on the streets, resulting in incarceration and sometimes death. And we certainly have not 
experienced the sharing of black people about what their life is like. Why do they worry about 
things we take for granted?  

 
Here are two excerpts from the book. 

 
You do not condemn the cops when they take our lives for to do so would be to 
condemn your  white culture which has produced them and hired them to protect you 
Most of you say nothing, and your silence is deafening and defeating. And when there 
is white response, it is often inane chatter accompanied by wringing of hands at how 
complex the problem is, how hard it is to tell from the angles of the video just what 
went down. Most of us keep our rage inside. We are afraid that when those tears begin 
to flow we cannot stop them.  

Jim Wallis  of Sojourners, quotes black theologian James Cone who "talks about 
'repentance for white people as dying to whiteness' I want to say white Christians have 
been separated from God by the idolatry of whiteness. So we're not in this to help 
somebody else. We're in this for our own souls." 
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