
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

1st Sunday after Christmas December 31, 2017 
 

 
GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP Sue Ellen Glover 
 
PRELUDE  Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her - Johann Pachelbel
 (From Heaven on High, I Come Here) (1653-1706) 
 
*INVOCATION  Peter Stover 
(* If you are able, please stand) 
 
*HYMN 218 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL 
(The receiving of Prayer Concern cards)   
 
*THE PSALM from Psalm 148 

 

Leader:  Give praise the Lord! Praise the Lord in the highest heaven! 
People: Praise God, all you angels, and all you host of heaven! 
Leader:  Praise God, sun and moon, and all you shining stars! 
People:  Praise God, mountains and hills, fruit trees and evergreens, wild 

animals and cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
Leader:  Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of 
 the earth! 
People:  Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
All:  Give praise to the Lord! 
 

*GLORIA (Hymn 72, sung twice)   
 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, Gloria!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

EPISTLE READING Galatians 4:4-7 Peter Stover 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

CAROLS 
 

179 (vv. 1-2) Sing a Song of Bethlehem KINGSFOLD 
182 (vv. 1, 4) Word of God, Come down on Earth LIEBSTER JESU 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Sue Ellen Glover 
Lord’s Prayer (“debts”) on hymnal page 896 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1-6 Heather Entrekin 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG  (Hymnal 204, Children come forward) 

 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 
TIME AS CHILDREN  Sue Ellen Glover 
(Preschoolers through Kindergarten may join childcare in the nursery after Time as 
Children) 
 
*HYMN 206 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 
 
SERMON Dispel Our Darkness Heather Entrekin 
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
CAROLS 

 

235 (vv. 1-2) Rock-a-Bye, My Dear Little Boy ROCKING 
251 (vv. 1-3) Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 
*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN 223 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light ERMUNTRE DICH 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
BENEDICTION 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE Go Tell It on the Mountain - Johannes Matthias Michel 
  (b.1962, German) 
 
 
 
 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God  
in gratitude for the help and support of 

 Beverly Inbody, Mary Davis, and Paula Burton, 
and in loving memory of Ginny McKeachie and Annabel Erskine. 

 
~ Kat Becker ~ 

 
 
 

The Prayer Concern Cards are for your use.  If you have a prayer concern in 
addition to those listed here, please fill out a card and pass it to the end of the aisle 
during the first hymn.  We pray for the family and friends of Wally Jordan, brother 
of Beth Foster.  We also pray for Juanita Dieterle, Pat Huebel, Iris Martin, Peter 
Mortensen, Robert Simpson, Dottie Casler, Robert L., Dana Rogers, and Will Healy. 

  
Today we welcome the Rev. Dr. Heather Entrekin to our pulpit. Heather and her 
husband Peter Stover joined First Baptist in February, having moved to Ann Arbor 
from Kansas City in November. For more than 11 years she was Senior Pastor of 
Prairie Baptist Church in Prairie Village Kansas, after which time she became 
Professor of Congregational Health at Central Baptist Theological Seminary. Heather 
also served as chaplain of the General Board of American Baptist Churches USA. 
She has preached and led workshops and retreats nationwide. She loves dogs, back-
packing, drawing, photography, calligraphy, bird-watching, baking cookies, and 
gardening. We are very grateful for her leadership today in preaching and worship.  
 
Paul and Stacey are visiting family this week and will return to the office on Jan. 8 

 
  

 

Bulletin Cover Art by John Stuart   www.stushieart.com 
 

http://www.stushieart.com


Announcements 
 

We warmly welcome all those who have come to worship with us today!  Everyone is 
invited to join the events listed in this insert.  Immediately following the service, 
please join us in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments. 

 
Sunday, Dec 31 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 a.m. - Unhanging of the Greens  
   (Sanctuary) 
Monday, Jan 1 New Year’s Day - Church Office & Buildings Closed   
Tuesday, Jan 2 5:30 p.m. - Vespers -  First Baptist Team 
   (Fellowship Hall) 
Thursday, Jan 4 7:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Room 102) 
Sunday, Jan 7 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 p.m. - Board of Care & Community  
   (Lounge) 

 
Unhanging of the Greens 
Join the Board of Worship today after worship and fellowship time (11:30) for an “un-
hanging of the greens” as we take down the Advent and Christmas decorations in the 
sanctuary.  We should be done in 45 minutes or so. 
 
Readings for Next Sunday, January 7 
Genesis 1:1-5  *  Psalm 29  *  Acts 19:1-7  *  Mark 1:4-11 
 
Our Coffee Break Concert Series presents Clarinet and Piano Concert on 
January 18, Thursday at 12:15 pm. Cecilia Kang, Assistant Professor of Clarinet 
at Furman University, and Ana Maria Otamendi, Assistant Professor of Collaborative 
Piano, Louisiana State University, will perform works by Milhaud, Martin, 
Biedenbender and Piazzolla. It will be a beautiful concert to see and hear how these 
two talented musicians make music together. It is a free concert and open to all. Mark 
your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors. Refreshments are provided by our 
ABWM members before and after the concert. 

 

Let Us Break Bread Together!  
The next Shared Suppers evenings are January 13 and 14. The Board of Care and 
Community is sponsoring an opportunity for our FBC Family to gather and get to know 
one another better.  What better way to do that than around  a family table?.  We 
gather in smallish groups (6-8ish) in homes for Shared Suppers.  They are pot luck 
style and happen on the 2nd Saturday, every other month, i.e. January, March 
etc.  (Sometimes there is also a Sunday evening group depending on availability.) The 
groups will be different every time so folks can interact with those they may not know 
so well..  If you haven't already signed up and are interested in being on the list of 
participants, sign up at the Information Counter or contact Mary Davis 
(madrad@umich.edu). Also, let Mary know if you can be a host sometimes.  Being on 
the list only indicates interest, not a commitment to come. You will be contacted for 
availability about two weeks before each supper.  Of course everyone won't be able 
to come every time.  Children are welcome to participate, or we can help arrange 
child care. Shared transportation can also be arranged.   
 
The 2018 Flower Calendar    
The signup calendar is now posted on the downstairs bulletin board near the Lounge 
door.  The flowers are placed on the chancel for each service.  The cost is $30 and 
your dedication goes in the bulletin.  The flowers are yours to take after the Sunday 
morning service.  Please sign up early to secure your date(s). 
 
 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 
517 East Washington Street 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-2015 
Telephone: 734/663-9376                  Fax: 734/821-0361 
Email: office@fbca2.org              Website: www.fbca2.org 

  
The Reverends Paul and Stacey Simpson Duke, Pastors 

Xan Morgan, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Bonnie Kidd, Sanctuary Choir Director 

Shin-Ae Chun, Organist and Director of Children’s Choir  
Kat Becker, Administrator 

Lee Foley, Facilities Manager 
The Reverend James Middleton, Pastor Emeritus     
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Children & Youth Christian Education and Music 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church.  All 
children are welcome in worship. If you are visiting and would like more information 
about our ministry with kids and youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s 
Ministry, Xan Morgan (xan@fbca2.org) or our Youth Minister, Stacey Simpson Duke 
(staceyduke@gmail.com). 
 
There are no classes for children or youth today.  Preschoolers through Kindergarten 
may join childcare in the nursery after Time as Children.  
 
 
Adult Christian Education                         11:30-12:30 
  
Adult classes will start up on January 14 
 
Other Adult Learning Opportunities 
 
Wednesday Bible Study  on Wednesdays at 1:30pm.   Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is 
leading a study of the Gospel of John.  Bible Study will resume on January 10. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on 
how to join an existing group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate 
students.  We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, 
and study.  If you would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about 
gatherings and service opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at 
staceyduke@gmail.com.  The Gathering will resume on January 10. 
 
2018 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are used to 
purchase books for the children of Hikone, and these books were delivered with the 
food collection last Wednesday.  Only 3 calendars remain, so get yours today at the 

table near the Information Counter before and after worship, or you may contact Sue 
Ellen. 
 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday,  January 28  
Our annual financial meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:30) on January 29. 
After the business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There 
will be a sign-up sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the 
week.  The Board of Care and Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages. 
If your last names begins with A-D, please bring fruit or dessert;  last names beginning 
with E-J, please bring  salad or some kind of vegetable; last names starting with K-Z, 
please bring a potato, rice or pasta. 
 
The Interfaith Roundtable Presents “Faces of Faith VII” 
One of the annual programs that the IRT offers the community is a “face to face” 
experience with people from many different religious and spiritual backgrounds.  This 
year we have six presenters ready to talk about the joys and misconceptions that come 
with their tradition or beliefs?   Come listen to and engage with a Hindu, an Interfaith 
minister, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Jew and a Catholic.  On Sunday, January 14, from 4-
6pm at Zion Lutheran Church (1501 W Liberty, Ann Arbor) 
 
Resources for Personal Devotions 
We hope that one of your New Year’s resolutions is to spend a quiet time each day 
with prayer and scripture.  The Board of Christian Education invites you to use The 
Secret Place or Disciplines.  The Secret Place is available at the Information Counter 
(free). It is published quarterly and is offered in regular and large print editions.  The 
Upper Room publishes Disciplines which has one-page daily devotions for the entire 
year and the scriptures are based on the lectionary.  Each week you can read and 
meditate on the scriptures that will be usually be included in the upcoming Sunday’s 
worship service.  Disciplines books are available from Sue Ellen for $8. 
 
Worship Service Recordings     
All of our worship services and sermons, including today’s, are available 
on our church website as podcasts. Please consider sharing them with 
friends. 
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