
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent December 10, 2017 
 

 
 
GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Stacey Simpson Duke 

Leader:  We are children of God who long for peace; 
People:  God’s peace in our world, God’s peace in our hearts.     
Leader:  Let us lift our hearts in hope and expectation of the peace of Christ  
 among us all. 
People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
PRELUDE  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 - J.S. Bach 
 (Awake, the Voice Calls Us) (1685-1750) 
 
*INVOCATION  Calvin Floyd 
(* If you are able, please stand) 
 
*HYMN 626 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 
(The receiving of Prayer Concern cards)   
 
*THE PSALM from Psalm 85:8-12a 

 

Leader:  The Lord will speak peace to his people, to those who turn to him in 
 their hearts. 
People:  Salvation is at hand for those who fear God, 
Leader:  Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will  
 kiss each other. 
People:  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look 

down from the sky. 
All: The Lord will give what is good! 

 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE Dan, Alicia, and Emmett Stevers 

 

Response:  O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
 to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 
 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-5 Calvin Floyd 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Stacey Simpson Duke 
Lord’s Prayer (“debts”) on hymnal page 896 
 
*GOSPEL READING Mark 1:1-8 Paul Simpson Duke 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG  (Hymnal 204, Children come forward) 

 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL (see insert)  Children’s Choir 
(Following the Christmas Musical, children in 2nd grade and younger leave for Church School.   
Children in 3rd-6th grade remain in worship on second Sundays of the month.) 
 
*HYMN 216 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN ROS 
 
SERMON How the Best News Begins Paul Simpson Duke 
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS O Come, O Come, Emannuel - arr. Pamela M Robertson 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear.   

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; disperse the 
gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.   

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, for Christ shall come to thee and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high and order all things, far and nigh; to us the path of 

knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. 
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife and 

quarrels cease; and fill the world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, for Christ shall come to thee and fill the world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*HYMN (see insert) Lord of the Coming Glorious Day LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Conditor alme siderum - Robert Hebble 
 (Dear Maker of the Starry Skies) (b.1934, American) 
 
 
 
 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God in loving memory 
of my mother, Pat Smith, on the anniversary of her December 11th birthday. 

 

~ Julie Smith ~ 
 
 

The Prayer Concern Cards are for your use.  If you have a prayer concern in addition to 
those listed here, please fill out a card and pass it to the end of the aisle during the first 
hymn.  We pray for the family and friends of Doris Fraker.  We also pray for Juanita 
Dieterle, Pat Huebel, Iris Martin, Ethan Wright, Peter Mortensen, Wally Jordan, Robert 
Simpson, Dottie Casler, Robert L., Dana Rogers, and Will Healy. 
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A Festival of Lessons and Carols   
First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor presents a Festival of Lessons and Carols, 
modeled on the world-famous carol service from King's College in Cambridge, 
England. Join us at 7:30p.m. Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24, to hear the 
Christmas story, join in singing beloved Christmas carols, and enjoy beautiful 
music from our choir. We want to make it as simple as possible for you to invite 
your family and friends to church for this service, and we also want to make 
sure we are ready to host everyone who wants to attend this service; we expect 
to have a full house! To assist with our hospitality, this year we are offering free 
tickets to our Christmas Eve service and asking everyone – whether members or 
visitors – to reserve their tickets online here: http://tinyurl.com/fbca2l-c. There are 
postcards available at the Information Counter to help you invite your friends. 
Free childcare will be provided for infants through first grade and may be 
reserved through the online ticketing system. We also have hard copy tickets 
available at the Information Counter for people who would prefer not to reserve 
them online. 
 
The Interfaith Roundtable Presents “Faces of Faith VII” 
One of the annual programs that the IRT offers the community is a “face to face” 
experience with people from many different religious and spiritual backgrounds.  This 
year we have six presenters ready to talk about the joys and misconceptions that come 
with their tradition or beliefs?   Come listen to and engage with a Hindu, an Interfaith 
minister, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Jew and a Catholic.  On Sunday, January 14, from 4-
6pm at Zion Lutheran Church (1501 W Liberty, Ann Arbor) 
 
2018 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are used to 
purchase books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with the food 
collection before Christmas. These heavy-weight calendars have beautiful nature 
photographs with scriptures.  Only 4 calendars remain, so grab yours quickly!  The 
calendars will be available for sale near the Information Counter before and after 
worship, or you may contact Sue Ellen at gloverse@hotmail.com. 
 
Worship Service Recordings     
All of our worship services and sermons, including today’s, are available 
on our church website as podcasts. Please consider sharing them with 
friends. 

Announcements 
 

We warmly welcome all those who have come to worship with us today!  Everyone is 
invited to join the events listed in this insert.  Immediately following the service, 
please join us in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments. 

 

Sunday, Dec 10 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 
 11:15 a.m. - ABWM Christmas Celebration & Bazaar 
   (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, Dec 12 5:30 p.m. - Vespers -  FBC Young Adult Team 
   (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:00 p.m. - Board of Mission Action (Conference Room) 
Wednesday, Dec 13 1:30 p.m. - Bible Study (Lounge) 
 5:30 p.m. - The Gathering Party (Lounge) 
 7:30 p.m. - ChristCare Group (at Davis-Diels home) 
Thursday, Dec 14 1:00 p.m. - MacGregor-Stitt Circle  
   (at Pierantozzi home) 
 7:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Sunday, Dec 17 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 

 11:00 a.m. - New Member Reception (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:30 a.m. - Carol Sing (Sanctuary) 

 

ABWM Christmas Celebration Today 
The American Baptist Women’s Ministries at FBC will hold their annual Christmas 
Celebration today, December 10th, in the Fellowship Hall following the morning 
service.  The Christmas Celebration is a great time to stock-up on holiday baked 
goods, ornaments, and do some Christmas shopping. Please join us.   
 

Advent Devotionals 
The Board of Christian Education wants to support you in your personal spiritual 
journey this Advent. Check out the table next to the Information Counter for a variety 
of resources for all ages, for personal and family devotions during this holy season. 
New this year: "Let There Be Color" - a beautiful full-size coloring devotional booklet. 
This daily devotional will invite you to draw, read, reflect, pray, and color your way 
through the end of 2017. This is a great resource for older youth and adults, or for 
parents of younger children to work on and discuss together.  
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Children & Youth Christian Education and Music 
Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church.  All 
children are welcome in worship. If you are visiting and would like more information 
about our ministry with kids and youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s 
Ministry, Xan Morgan (xan@fbca2.org) or our Youth Minister, Stacey Simpson Duke 
(staceyduke@gmail.com). 
 
Birth-3 years:    
Children are welcome to worship with their families. Optional nursery care is 
available after Time as Children, when all kids go to church school or beginning at 
9:45am. Our nursery team will sing, pray, have a snack and do a short, 
developmentally appropriate lesson with the children. Care is provided until 
11:30am.  Today and every Second Sunday of the month, kids are invited to join their 
families for Fellowship Time.  
 
Preschool-2nd Grade: 202A  
10:00-10:30  Worship with families  
10:30-11:00  Church School  
11:15- ABWM Christmas Bazaar (Fellowship Hall)  
 
3rd-6th Grade: 201B 
10:00-11:00  Worship with families *It’s “Stay for Second Sunday” today! 
11:15- ABWM Christmas Bazaar (Fellowship Hall)  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade) 
10:00-11:00  Worship 
11:15- ABWM Christmas Bazaar (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Adult Christian Education                         11:30-12:30 
 

Adult classes have finished until the new year.  
 
Other Adult Learning Opportunities 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  on Wednesdays at 1:30pm.   Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is 
leading a study of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on 
how to join an existing group or form a new group. 

College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate 
students.  We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, 
and study.  If you would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about 
gatherings and service opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at 
staceyduke@gmail.com. 
 
Readings for Next Sunday, December 17 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  *  Psalm 126  *  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  *  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets at 1:00pm on Thursday, December 14, at  
the home of Maria Pierantozzi.  Nancy Rushton will act as co-hostess.  The program is 
“Christmas Carols Sing Along” and “The Meaning of Christmas.” 
 
New Member Reception 
 Please join us next Sunday, December 17, following worship, for a special reception 
welcoming all our new members from the past year. This is a chance to celebrate our 
new members and make sure we are helping them - and all our newcomers - get 
connected to the life and work of the congregation. We'll have yummy treats for 
everyone and a gift for each new household before we return to the sanctuary for our 
church-wide carol sing. 
 
Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
Thank you for your generous food donations!  We are still accepting financial 
donations today in order to provide extra items and those that cannot be purchased 
with food stamps.  Monetary donations may be given to Sue Ellen Glover, or placed in 
the offering plate with a notation for “Hikone food”. 
 
Now we need your help with sorting, boxing, loading, and delivering the food.  Join 
us this Wednesday, December 13, 10:30 – 12:30.  Please sign up at the Information 
Counter or on the Connection Card. 
 
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests 
The winter cold weather seems to have arrived!  We will continue to collect new or 
gently used cold weather clothing for our Vespers guests:  hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, 
long underwear, socks, coats, and sweatshirts.  Donations of grooming & personal items, 
such as shampoo, toothpaste, tooth brushes, small Kleenex packs, Band-Aids, and lip 
balm are also greatly appreciated.  A basket will be near the Information Counter each 
Sunday for your donations. 
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