
 

 

Pastor’s Perspective by Stacey Simpson Duke November 29, 2017 

 
In the Christian year, Advent is a distinctly disorienting time. It is a season that invites us to look 
forward – in anticipation of Christ’s coming again into the world to set things right – even as we 
also look backward – in celebration of his coming in baby flesh. It’s a season that recognizes the 
tension we live in, between the fulfilled and unfulfilled promises of our faith. Outside the church, 
the signs of Christmastime tend to take on a kind of manic cheer and gleeful acquisitiveness. Here 
inside the church, we try to tell the truth: we are longing for things we cannot fully name, we are 
hoping for the fulfillment of promises we sometimes struggle to believe, and we are laying claim 
to the truth of God-with-us despite all evidence to the contrary. 
 
People outside the church are just as hungry for hope and goodness and truth as those of us inside 
the church are. Even in our increasingly post-Christian culture, Christmas still captures 
imaginations, stirring up the desire for authentic connection with something bigger and more 
meaningful than what can be bought. All the fun traditions of the season can only go so far 
towards addressing the deepest yearnings of the human heart.  
 
There is probably no better time of year for reaching out to our friends and neighbors who don’t 
go to church. People are looking for something special to do for the season, and for many of us at 
First Baptist, there is no service more special than what we do here on Christmas Eve. Our Festival 
of Lessons and Carols, modeled on the world-famous carol service from King’s College in 
Cambridge, England, offers a chance to hear the Christmas story, join in singing beloved Christmas 
carols, and enjoy beautiful music from our fantastic choir and organist. After the weeks of Advent 
longing, preparation, and expectation, our Christmas Eve service is a joyful celebration of God-
with-us.  
 
Understanding what an important opportunity we have this season, our Board of Outreach  is 
trying something new this year: tickets (free!) for our Christmas Eve service. After doing some 
research on Advent and Christmas outreach, we decided to give this a try for several reasons. 
First, we think it will make it easier for you to invite your friends. The number one reason people 
show up to church for the first time is because a friend invited them; having a ticket with all the 
details of this special service can help you make this invitation. Secondly, we believe that offering 
tickets will help us communicate to our community that this is a really special event. Third, and 
perhaps most importantly, offering tickets is a way of communicating that this service is open to 
everyone. Our service will be easy for people to find online when they are searching for something 
special to do for Christmas; having a ticket will help a first-time visitor have confidence that he or 
she is welcome. In addition to these reasons – which are all about inviting people to the special 
experience of our Christmas Eve service – we believe that offering tickets will also help us be 
prepared for the number of people who are planning to come, including having enough childcare 
workers available. It should also make following up with newcomers after Christmas easier. 
 
For all of these reasons, we are going to ask you to stretch a little bit this season and try 
something new and unfamiliar. We want everyone to get tickets to the Christmas Eve service, not 
just visitors (choir members, you are exempt from this!). The rest of you can go ahead and reserve 
your tickets right now by going here – tinyurl.com/fbca2l-c. (And for what it’s worth, we will not 
turn away anyone who shows up without a ticket!) 
 
As we enter into this new and holy season, let’s trust that we have something beautiful and good 
to offer to people who are looking to connect with what matters. Even as we live in the tension of 
the fulfilled and unfulfilled promises of our faith, we do claim and proclaim the truth of God-with-
us. Our world has never needed this good news more. So let’s share it, and let’s live it, and let’s 
pray it, too: Come, Lord Jesus! 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade):  
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 
 
 
Calendar info for Kiddos at FBC: 

• Saturday, December 9th: Children’s Choir (3rd-6th grade) has rehearsal for their Christmas 
Musical from 10-noon in the Sanctuary. 

• Sunday, December 10th: Children’s Choir presents their Christmas Musical during worship. 
All kids join the rest of the congregation downstairs for a time of fellowship after church. 
We’ll have the ABW Christmas Bazaar this Sunday too! 

• Sunday, December 17th: There will be no choir or second hour. Families are invited to 
participate in the congregation-wide carol sing after Fellowship Time.  

• Sunday, December 24th: In the morning we’ll have a birthday party for Jesus during 
Church School. We will not have choir or Second Hour. In the evening at 7:30 pm we have 
our Lessons and Carols Christmas Eve service modeled on the world-famous carol service 
from King’s College in Cambridge, England. Kids are welcome to attend. Care for young 
children is also provided during this service.   

• Sunday, December 31st: We will not have church school or choir. 
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                 Library 
 

Astrid Beck continues the discussion on Heroes of the Bible. We will look at great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the Spring, we 
began with Moses and continued with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?).  We are continuing to study major men and women 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. No background readings required. Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
Sabbath-Keeping: Let Go, Behold, Sing                Memorial Lounge 
(Heather Entrekin, leader)  
 

Trusting that God’s commandment to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” speaks to the 
weariness, dysfunction, and anxiety of our day, this class seeks a deeper understanding of the 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, explores experiences of and resistance to Sabbath habits, and 
participates in Sabbath practices such as letting go, mindfulness, and worship.  This series will 
include these intentions: relax; be a safe place, a grace place; take care of yourself and others; 
plant seeds to nourish, deepen, and restore vocation and purpose; know yourself to be God’s 
beloved, just as you are; keep Sabbath. 
 
Young Adult Class              Room 108 
 

This class is studying the Gospel of Mark. Interested members of our class take turns sharing 
leadership of the study. Though we are working chronologically through the book, each Sunday is a 
stand-alone session, so newcomers or occasional participants are always welcome! 

 
 
Birthday Party for Jesus! On Christmas Eve morning we are going to 
have a birthday party for Jesus with all the kiddos in 6th grade and 
younger during our normal Church School time. We’ll make party hats 
and eat birthday cake. We’ll think about our role in the Christmas 
story and what we have to offer as a gift to Baby Jesus. I hope your 
kids will be able to come to the party!  
 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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FBC News &  Happenings 
The MacGregor-Stitt Circle  next meets at 1:00pm on Thursday, December 14, at  the home of 
Maria Pierantozzi.  Nancy Rushton will act as co-hostess.  The program is “Christmas Carols Sing 
Along” and “The Meaning of Christmas.” 

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
The Board of Mission Action sponsors an annual food drive for our friends at 
Hikone housing. The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low-income 
children – they are not in school so they do not receive their free lunches and 
breakfasts.  Please help us gather a truck-load of kid-friendly food by  Sunday, 
December 10 (macaroni-and-cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal 
packets, juice/milk boxes, plastic containers of juice, tuna, canned pasta, 
breakfast granola bars, fruit cups and cans, etc.).  Financial donations are very 
appreciated to provide items that cannot be purchased with food stamps.  
Monetary donations may be given to Sue Ellen Glover, or placed in the offering plate with a 
notation for “Hikone food”. 

On Wednesday, December 13, we will be boxing, loading, and delivering the food.  Many 
volunteers are needed.  Please sign up at the Information Counter if you would be able to help 
between 10:30 – 12:30. 
 
2018 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are used to purchase 
books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with the food collection before 
Christmas. These heavy-weight calendars have beautiful nature photographs with scriptures.  Only 
4 calendars remain, so grab yours quickly!  The calendars will be available for sale near the 
Information Counter before and after worship, or you may contact Sue Ellen 
(gloverse@hotmail.com) 

 
 
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests 
We are collecting new or gently used cold weather clothing for our Vespers gifts:  
hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, long underwear, socks, coats, and sweatshirts.  
Donations of grooming & personal items, such as shampoo, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, small Kleenex packs, Band-Aids, are also greatly appreciated.  A basket 
will be near the Information Counter each Sunday for your donations. 

2017 American Baptist Women’s Ministries’ Christmas Celebration Information 
December 10th will be here before we know it, but there is still time to check closets, 
storage boxes, etc. for holiday decorations you no longer need or want.  Please consider 
them as treasures for the Gently-Used Holiday Decorations table.  Items for the Bazaar 
tables can be brought to the church office during the week or the Information Counter this 
Sunday morning.  Please remember to price the items and add any special information 
needed.  Food for the Bake Sale can be brought in to the church kitchen, on Saturday, 
December 9th, from 10am to 1pm, or Sunday morning before the worship service.  Please 
price and add food information to baked goods.  If you have any questions, please call Bev 
Inbody at the church office (734-663-9376) or her cell (734-904-5750).  All proceeds will help 
the ABWM to continue their many service projects. 

mailto:gloverse@hotmail.com


 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
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Interfaith Roundtable of Washtenaw County presents “Faces of Faith VII” 
One of the annual programs that the IRT offers the community is a “face to face” experience with 
people from many different religious and spiritual backgrounds.  This year we have six presenters 
ready to talk about the joys and misconceptions that come with their tradition or beliefs?   Come 
listen to and engage with a Hindu, an Interfaith minister, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Jew and a 
Catholic. 
Date:   Sunday, January 14, 2018  
Time:   4-6 pm 
Place:  Zion Lutheran Church, 1501 W Liberty, AA 

Focus on Our Church Family 
The Board of Care and Community is starting a new newsletter feature.  We regularly print 
information about new members in our newsletter, but we realized that we don’t offer the same 
opportunity to newcomers to know about families/individuals who have been part of the 
congregation for a few, or many, years.  So in order for all of us to become more familiar with our 
church family, we will highlight a family or individual in our newsletters.  You will be contacted 
and invited to submit a paragraph or two describing interests, background, and anything else you 
would like us to know.  

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

mailto:office@fbca2.org
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

6 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 
7:30  ChristCare 

7 
 
12:15  Coffee 
            Break 
            Concert 
 
 
 
7:00   Choir 

8 9 
 
10:00  ABWM 
            Set Up 
10:00 Children’s 
           Choir 
           Rehearsal 

10 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:15  ABWM 
            Christmas 
            Bazaar 
 

11 12 
 
1:30  ChristCare 
          Group 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
7:00  Mission 
          Action 

13 *newsletter* 
 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

14 
 
 
1:00  MacGregor- 
           Stitt Circle 
 
 
 
7:00   Choir 

15 16 

17 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  Carol Sing 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00   Choir 

22 23 

24 
 
10:00  Worship 
 
 
 
7:30  Festival of  
          Lessons & 
          Carols 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

26 
 
 
1:00  Office 
          Closed 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

27 *newsletter* 
 
 
1:00  Office & 
          Buildings 
          Closed 

28 
 
 
1:00  Office & 
          Buildings 
          Closed 

29 
 
 
1:00  Office & 
          Buildings 
          Closed 

30 

31 
 
10:00  Worship 

1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

     



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Dec 10 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services at 
$20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:  

               

      In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

      In memory of:  ____________________________________________ 

      From:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

               I have enclosed $______ as payment for the poinsettia(s).  
Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 8 .   

Thank you! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

