
 

 

September 27, 2017 

First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor Awarded  
National Clergy Renewal Program Grant 

 
First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor has received a grant of $49,575 to enable its pastors, Paul and 
Stacey Simpson Duke, to participate in the 2017 National Clergy Renewal Program. First Baptist 
Church is one of 146 congregations across the United States selected to participate in this 
competitive grant program, which is funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. through its Center for 
Pastoral Excellence and administered by Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis. 
Established by the Endowment in 2000, the program’s grants allow Christian congregations to 
support their pastors with the gift of extended time away from their ministerial duties and 
responsibilities.  
 
Ministers whose congregations are awarded the grants use their time away from the demands of 
daily ministry to engage in reflection and renewal. The approach respects the “Sabbath time” 
concept, offering ministers a carefully considered respite that may include travel, study, rest, 
immersive arts and cultural experiences, and prayer. Collaborative in nature and 
implementation, the program allows congregations to partner with their ministers in developing 
experiences that addresses their unique renewal needs and aspirations.  
 
Through the National Clergy Renewal Program, congregations apply for grants of up to $50,000 
to support renewal programs for their pastors. Recognizing that ministers’ families are subject 
to the stress and demands placed on pastoral leaders, the program encourages pastors to 
involve their families in renewal activities. Congregational needs during the minister’s renewal 
experience also are considered. Up to $15,000 of the grant may be used to support interim 
pastoral leadership during the pastor’s retreat, as well as renewal activities within the 
congregation. Lilly Endowment regularly hears from participants that these renewal experiences 
are transformative for pastors, their families, and their congregations. 
 
Paul and Stacey, who plan to take their sabbatical next summer (June 4 through September 4), 
will use their time away to engage with great works of art and reflect on the role of the visual 
in nurturing authentic spiritual experience. Entitling their renewal program “Seeing the Word: 
The Gospel through the Visual Arts,” they seek to discover new insights for the renewal of their 
spirits and of their ministry by exploring the intersections of art, spirituality, theology, 
relationships, and travel. The two of them, along with their sons, will spend six weeks in 
Europe, traveling in England, France, Germany, Austria, and Italy, visiting art museums, 
cathedrals, churches, other sites where works of religious art can be experienced, and other 
cultural and geographic sites that would nourish a sense of wonder and spiritual reflection. 
During this time, they will give focused attention to how the sacred stories and themes of our 
faith are interpreted through the visual arts with an eye towards how they and the congregation 
might more effectively make use of the visual arts in worship, preaching, teaching, and 
outreach. The remainder of their leave will be spent in Michigan and in Georgia, where they will 
use their time for rest, reflection, study, recreation, relationships, and writing.  
 
Nearly $15,000 of the grant will be used to provide for the congregation’s needs while Paul and 
Stacey are away, as well as for renewal resources and activities that the pastors and 
congregation will enjoy together once the sabbatical is over. Paul and Stacey write, “We 
anticipate that this experience will not only renew our own spiritual lives, but will have a 
deeply enriching effect on our preaching, teaching, writing, and leadership. We are thrilled 
that our congregation has received this grant! We anticipate returning from our time away 
reenergized for the next chapter of our shared ministry with First Baptist.”  
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade); Room 107 
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 
 
Mark your calendars for our new Small Group for Families with children (birth-Elementary 
school) that will meet monthly on the second Friday of the month.  For the fall, we’ll meet from 
7:00-8:30 pm. On October 13, November 10 and December 8. Childcare will be provided for kids so 
the parents can talk and complete their sentences. :) Please contact Xan ( xan@fbca2.org) if you’d 
like to join the group.  

Children Engaging in Worship: There are many ways that FBC welcomes children to engage in 
worship. We have children read, acolyte, sing and participate in Time as Children. We are going to 
incorporate two more ways for children to engage in worship.  

• We’ve noticed that kids are really singing the Gloria with confidence and worshipful 
expression. We are excited to provide another singing opportunity that offers pre-readers 
and readers another chance to worship through song with the congregation. While children 
are coming up for Time as Children, the whole congregation will sing a song together. Like 
our first song, “Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me,” the songs we’ll sing will have 
fewer and familiar words and repetition.  We’ll sing the same song for weeks at a time; our 
hope is that the children AND the adults will have these songs in their hearts and minds.   

• Speaking of the Gloria, on the second Sunday of the month our children, teens and pastors 
will lead the Gloria in a round. Many of you mentioned how much you enjoyed the Gloria in 
the round during Children and Youth Sunday. We’re delighted to have this opportunity for 
the children to lead us in worship this way, monthly. 

 
Opportunities for Kids to serve: We are committed to providing opportunities for the kids of FBC 
to make a difference in our local community and the world at large.  

• Our next opportunity is the CROP hunger walk on Sunday, October 15. There will be a 5 mile 
and a 1 mile walk.  The Morgans will be doing the 1 mile walk and would love to have 
partners. See page 4 for details. 

•  

9/27/17 

mailto:xan@fbca2.org
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on September 20.  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke will lead a study 
of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                 Library 
 

Astrid Beck continues the discussion on Heroes of the Bible. We will look at great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the Spring, we 
began with Moses and continued with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?).  We are continuing to study major men and women 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. No background readings required. Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
Sabbath-Keeping: Let Go, Behold, Sing                Memorial Lounge 
(Heather Entrekin, leader)  
 

Trusting that God’s commandment to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” speaks to the 
weariness, dysfunction, and anxiety of our day, this class seeks a deeper understanding of the 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, explores experiences of and resistance to Sabbath habits, and 
participates in Sabbath practices such as letting go, mindfulness, and worship.  This series will 
include these intentions: relax; be a safe place, a grace place; take care of yourself and others; 
plant seeds to nourish, deepen, and restore vocation and purpose; know yourself to be God’s 
beloved, just as you are; keep Sabbath. 
 
Young Adult Class              Room 108 
 

This class is studying the Gospel of Mark. Interested members of our class take turns sharing 
leadership of the study. Though we are working chronologically through the book, each Sunday is a 
stand-alone session, so newcomers or occasional participants are always welcome! 

 
• The following Sunday, the 22nd our 3rd-6th grade class will be learning about the work of 

UNICEF with Sue Ellen Glover. They will then join the congregation in the Fellowship Hall 
to collect money to support UNICEF.   

 
 
Fellowship Time on Second Sundays - an intergenerational experience! The children have a 
fun, faith-filled morning schedule on Sundays that includes snack time. However, starting on 
October 8th, the kids will join the teens and adults for fellowship time on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month. On October 8th the children will be bringing a “Get to Know You Bingo Board” with them. 
They will be looking to connect with teens and adults during fellowship time by finding out who 
has pets, who is in their 90s and/or who plays an instrument. It will be a fun way for us all to be 
together.  

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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FBC News &  Happenings 

Focus on Our Church Family 
The Board of Care and Community is starting a new newsletter feature.  We regularly print 
information about new members in our newsletter, but we realized that we don’t offer the same 
opportunity to newcomers to know about families/individuals who have been part of the 
congregation for a few, or many, years.  So in order for all of us to become more familiar with our 
church family, we will highlight a family or individual in our newsletters.  You will be contacted 
and invited to submit a paragraph or two describing interests, background, and anything else you 
would like us to know.  

Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Walk  
Sunday, October 15 
 
Walk. Give. Change the world.  
 
One in seven Washtenaw County residents – and one 
in six children – struggles with hunger. Join us on 
Sunday afternoon, October 15 at Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, as we gather with others in our 
community to fight hunger both here and around the 
world. This year’s walk will also be focusing on the 
refugee crisis and ways we can help at the local, 
state, and national levels. Our children and teens 
and their families will be walking, and they invite 
you to join them, either by walking with them or by 
financially supporting their efforts. Look for the 

CROP Walk table this Sunday to sign up as a walker or to make a financial contribution. You can 
also donate online: http://bit.ly/2xuTF8B 
  
This year, the night before the CROP Walk, our youth are working to boost their fundraising as well 
as their own awareness, by participating in what we call “The 5:24 Initiative.” Taking its name 
from Amos 5:24, which says, “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream,” this event is a lock-in, a fundraiser, and an educational event for the youth. The 
youth group will fast from dinner (and nighttime snacks) as a sign of solidarity with children 
around the world who will go to bed hungry. The group will donate to the CROP Walk the amount 
that would have been spent on a lock-in dinner and snacks. Show the youth you share their 
concern about local and global hunger by making an extra contribution to the CROP Walk in honor 
of their efforts. 

The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets at 1:00pm on Thursday,  October 19th, in the Memorial 
Lounge.  The co-hostesses are Shelly Alton and Joyce Robbins.  The program is “Feeling Love” by 
Sandra Deline. (Note: location change from that which appears in the annual program) 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
Over the past couple of months, the office has heard from quite a few people that they didn’t get 
word of various events.  Here is a quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both 
of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
 

http://bit.ly/2xuTF8B
mailto:office@fbca2.org


 

 

Volunteers Needed! No Experience Needed! 
 

• Communion Servers:  On the first Sunday of the month, volunteers are needed to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up for Communion.   

• Sunday Morning Greeters:  This is a great time to see friends and meet new people.   
• Sound System:  Help with recording the Sunday worship service and other services.  See Clay 

Scott for more information.   
 
All of the above positions are a great opportunity to meet people, help your church, and become 
more involved.  Sign up sheets can be found at the Information Counter. 

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 
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Reaching Across Differences:  Conversations that Matter in Today’s World 
Some have asked, “How do I talk with people who see life from such a different points of view?”  
Others have said, “I just want to be a better listener.”  And still others wonder, “Are there better 
ways to connect with those who don’t think like me, look like me or practice like me?”   
 
A current crisis in our society is our ongoing struggle to truly hear each other and to help each 
other discern what sits at the heart of our beliefs, our fears and our desires for a wholesome life. 
What are some deep listening and inquiry practices that can bring us closer together rather than 
further apart? 
 
The IRT invites you to come explore and practice conversations that will expand our ability to 
listen more deeply and discover what truly matters at the core of any conversation.  How can we 
reflect each other’s sacredness in ways that can help each of us see our true beauty and each 
other’s heart’s desire to thrive and live a blessed life? 
 

• Four October evenings (7-9 pm):  3 Tuesdays (3,10,17) & 1 Thursday (26) 
• Themes:  four core attributes (trust, hope, love and clarity/light) 
• Approach:  self-examination, small and large group discussion 
• Location:  Zion Lutheran Church, 1501 W. Liberty, Ann Arbor 
• Facilitator:  Rev. Susan King, IRT Co-Director   
• Cost:  $40 (includes all materials) 

 
Reserve a place by registering via email at gbrides@umich.edu  

mailto:gbrides@umich.edu
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The American Baptist Home Mission Society Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico 
 
In response to the devastating one-two punch 
leveled at Puerto Rico first by Hurricane Irma 
and most recently by Hurricane Maria, 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies, in 
partnership with American Baptist Churches 
USA, will launch a multi-year initiative, 
“Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto 
Rico.” 
 
“Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico” 
seeks to raise $1 million within the next three 
to six months through One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) to support rebuilding the 
homes, churches and lives of our brothers and 
sister in Christ. ABHMS has pledged $25,000 to 
launch this major renewal effort, matching 
OGHS funds already earmarked for Puerto Rico 

recovery.  “Within the next three to five years,” Haggray said, “we will work with our American 
Baptist partners to restore all 114 churches and nine missions in the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto 
Rico as well as Corporacion Milagros del Amor and Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico.” 
 
News reports cited “catastrophic flooding” on the island yesterday, a day after Hurricane Maria 
made landfall there as a Category 4 storm with winds up to 155 mph. The storm, which left the 
entire island without electricity, has been described as the “worst storm to hit the island in a 
century.” Its fury left behind a trail of destruction across Puerto Rico. 
 
In this first phase of the long-term ABHMS initiative, a task force of staff and American Baptist 
partners is being convened by Victoria Goff, associate director, Mission Advancement and 
Passionary Movement, to develop a comprehensive plan for sustained support of the region. The 
Rev. Salvador Orellana, director of Latino Ministries, will provide logistical and relational support 
to the initiative. 
 
“We are dedicating staff to work on this,” said Haggray. “We are coordinating a national 
response, and we will work closely with our partners in Puerto Rico in this ministry of 
intervention.” 
 
The relationship between the Puerto Rico region and ABHMS has longstanding and deep roots: The 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, a forerunner of today’s ABHMS, established the first 
Baptist church in Rio Piedras in 1899 and sponsored home missionaries from the mainland who 
ministered across the island. 
 
While an initial ABHMS disaster response visit is planned for next week, full damage assessments 
will not be complete for several weeks. 
 
In the meantime, please pray for healing for the people of Puerto Rico, and sign up for updates as 
they develop about recovery plans, ways you can help and volunteer mission opportunities. 
Litanies, written by ABHMS staff, are available free of charge. 
 
Please give generously to the Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico multi-year initiative. 
Your contribution, no matter the size, will make a big difference for our Puerto Rican American 
Baptist family. Last year, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that close to half of the population in 
Puerto Rico was living in poverty. 
 
Donations may be made via your church; via credit card online at abhms.org > GIVE NOW; or via a 
check designated to “OGHS-Puerto Rico” and mailed to the attention of Kim Wilkins at American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA, 19482-0851. 
One hundred percent of donations go to relief efforts; no dollars are retained for administrative 
costs. To ensure that your church receives credit for your gift, write the church name on your 
check or, if giving online, in the “comment” box. 
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October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
10:00   Worship 
11:30   2nd Hour 
12:30   Youth 
              Lunch 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
5:30    Vespers 

4 
 
 
1:30   Bible Study 
 
5:30  Gathering 

5 
 
12:15    Coffee 
              Break 
              Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

6 7 

8 
 
10:00   Worship 
11:30   2nd Hour 
12:30   Youth 
              Project 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00   Outreach 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30    Vespers 
7:00    Mission 
            Action 

11 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 
 
7:30  Executive 
          Council 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00   Youth  
           Lock-In 

15 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 
 2:00  CROP Walk 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Trustees 
7:00  Facebook 
           Book Group 

17 
 
1:00    Beecher- 
            Brewer Cir. 
 
5:30    Vespers 

18 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

19 
 
1:00  MacGregor- 
          Stitt Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

20 21 

22 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

23 24 
 
9:30  ABWM 
          Board 
 
 
 
 
5:30    Vespers 

25 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

27 28 

29 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

30 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30    Vespers 

    



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Oct8 

Join host La’Ron Williams and an all star ensemble 
of amazingly talented local musicians performing 
music from around the globe on Saturday, October 
14th! The 2017 Peace All Stars concert will highlight 
multiculturalism and benefits One Human Family 
programming through Interfaith Council for Peace & 
Justice (ICPJ). 
 
Featuring performances from artists as diverse as 
Klezmephonic, Michigan Sahana, Mbira with Mark 
Stone, Abby Alwin and Bethanni, Jamie Register, 
Steve Somers and the Ypsilanti Youth Orchestra, a 
visit from rising star and Michigan native, hip hop 
artist Kiyoshi Shelton and, of course, LeMarcus 
Prewitt and The Teardrops!  

 
 
When:     Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

  
Where:    Vineyard Church of Ann Arbor,  2275 Platt Road, Ann Arbor  
 
Tickets:  https://peaceallstarsconcert.eventbrite.com 
 
                Student price $15 online, $20 at the Door 
                Regular price $20 online, $25 at the Door 
                Benefactor price $50 (includes one artist CD) 
 
Sponsorships available online (for program ads info) or contact jane@icpj.org for more 
information. Invite your friends and family. If you'd like to volunteer at the concert please sign 
up here.  This is such a great lineup and for a really stellar cause, you won’t be sorry!  Hope to 
see you there!  There will be something for everyone at this family friendly event!  

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org
https://peaceallstarsconcert.eventbrite.com
mailto:jane@icpj.org

