
 

 

August 23, 2017 Pastor’s Perspectives   by Paul Simpson Duke 

 
As our nation continues its public uproar and dialogue on the evils of racism among us, the 
time may be ripe for people like us to recall how crucial was the issue of prejudice—racial and 
otherwise—in the ministry of Jesus and in the earliest Christian communities. I’m not referring 
to his broad teachings about love and reconciliation. I mean the pointed and repeated actions 
he undertook as a direct challenge to prejudice against people of different ethnicity, culture, 
religion, and way of life. His public repudiation of all such prejudice was defining for him and 
had a great deal to do with why he was opposed. The very same was true of the early church. 
Let me explain. 
 
In the first place, Jesus identified himself with Samaritans, an ethnic group despised by the 
people of his own country. The two groups had a bad history and refused to have dealings with 
each other. Yet Jesus, in defiance of the norm, went to a Samaritan town, and initiated a long 
conversation with a Samaritan woman (double scandal!); and when her neighbors invited him 
to stay in their community for a while, he did so. Later on, his enemies accused him of having 
a demon and being a Samaritan. He replied that he didn’t have a demon, but didn’t deny their 
other insult—as if they’d called him a “n____-lover,” and he simply,  fiercely smiled in 
agreement. On another occasion, describing to a lawyer what a decent neighbor is, he told of a 
Samaritan and said, “Be like him.” 
 
There is also the fact that in his first hometown sermon, he made a point of telling them that 
long ago, instead of healing any leper in their own country, God had healed a foreigner of that 
disease; and instead of saving any of their countrymen from death in a famine, God had done 
so for a woman across the border. In consequence of his saying this, the congregation tried to 
kill him. It was not likely surprised. 
 
He made it his mission to seek the company of people whom society at large looked down on, 
those whose “lifestyle” made them, in the majority view, inferior. He joined this “out-group” 
in enough of their parties that the “in-group” sneered, “He is a glutton and a drunk” and went 
on to call him, “a friend of sinners,”—which they thought was a bad thing! We’re not told that 
these scandalous local friendships crossed racial or ethnic lines; but the pattern is consistent: 
he defied his culture’s assumptions about who is fully included, valued, and empowered, and 
who is not.    
 
His biggest initiative on this point came in the final week of his life when he knocked over the 
money tables at the temple and drove out the sellers of animals. This happened in what was 
called the Court of the Gentiles, an outdoor space to which all Gentile worshipers were 
confined. People from all over the known world were out there. Off that space was an 
entrance to the main portions of the temple, but in front of it was a sign was a sign telling 
them: “Anyone who passes this point will have himself to blame for his ensuing death.” This 
courtyard was the only place where foreigners could try to pray, and they had to do it in the 
noise of money-changing and the clamor and stink of the selling of animals. When Jesus put a 
stop to the racket, what he cried out, according to one of the Gospels, was: “My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all nations!” Five days later, the temple establishment had him 
arrested. 
 (Continued) 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
NURSERY care for infants and toddlers is available on the 3rd floor from 9:45 – 11:30 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

Children and Youth are an important part of our life together at First Baptist Church.  All children 
are welcome in worship. Optional nursery care is provided during worship for infants through 
preschoolers. If you are visiting and would like more information about our ministry with kids and 
youth, please connect with our Director of Children’s Ministry, Xan Morgan ( xan@fbca2.org) or our 
Youth Minister, Stacey Simpson Duke (staceyduke@gmail.com). 
 
Regular Second Hour Church School programming for all ages will resume in September.  

Adult Christian Education                          (11:30-12:30)  
 
Regular Second Hour Adult classes will resume in September. 
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Echoing his demand for the full inclusion of people from all nations was his post-resurrection 
commission to the disciple: “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” Whatever else 
those words mean, they are his unqualified directive to the church to be equally inclusive of all 
people, multi-culturally, without national, social, economic, or racial distinction of any kind. 
 
As a resounding validation, the day the church was born—Pentecost— was the day they spoke to 
people “from every nation under heaven.” They engaged a multi-racial/ethnic and multilingual 
crowd, and by the Spirit’s power addressed them all in a way that each could understand. 
Three thousand of these were baptized, making the first church brilliantly diverse. The first 
New Testament account of an individual baptism, is of a black African. Sadly, not many years 
passed until the churches began to argue over how inclusive to be. Could Gentiles (ethnoi, 
literally, “the nations”) be fully received if they weren’t in compliance with Old Testament 
cultic laws?  Both Paul and Peter—citing the grace of God for all and the evidence of the 
Spirit’s work among all—said that, biblical regulations or not, there must be no discrimination. 
History proved them right, in that the excluding churches died out, while the way of the 
inclusive ones survived. Their conviction that the will of God is for the absolute equality and 
unity of all people-groups is beautifully captured in a vision from the last book of the Bible, in 
which there is a vision of a vast crowd gathered to the throne of God, “a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and people and languages.” 
 
The case against racism in all its forms, from the ugliest evil of white supremacy to the quieter 
plague of structural racism, can be made on several grounds: by appeals to what is obviously 
moral, ethical, and fair, and by particular appeals to America’s truest values of diversity, 
equality, and justice. But we should also know that Christian faith is unequivocally anti-racist 
at its very root; and the practice of absolute equality and inclusion is, from beginning to end, 
at the very heart of Jesus’ mission and of the community he founded. Given how clear this is, 
it might be a good thing if all people who propagate racism, practice it, condone it, allow it, or 
willfully ignore it would simply admit: We reject the way of Jesus. It would be even better if 
all of us who intend to live as a Christians would unite in word and deed to oppose the sin of 
racism and embody its beautiful opposite—as Jesus did and as the earliest churches did, as the 
gospel itself unmistakably and nonnegotiably requires us to do.     

mailto:xan@fbca2.org
mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com


 

 3 8/23/17 

FBC News &  Happenings 

 
Radical Hospitality Event 
Being a friendly church is good. Being a church of radical hospitality - intentional 
invitation, welcome, and inclusion as a witness to God's limitless love - is even better. 
Join Marissa Alaniz, Stacey Simpson Duke, and the Board of Outreach next Sunday, 
August 27, 11:30-12:30 in the Memorial Lounge, to get ready for guests.  Youth and 
Adults will meet in the Memorial Lounge downstairs and kids will meet in the children’s 
ministry wing. Childcare will be provided for our littlest ones.  As we work together to 
nurture a congregational culture of hospitality, we will focus on the nuts-and-bolts, 
practical (and easy!) things each one of can do to make sure our worship visitors 
experience the warmth and welcome of Christ through us. Please plan to join us for this 
fun training event! 

 
Mark your calendar for dates your kids won’t want to miss! 

• Lemonade on the Lawn and Radical Hospitality gathering for all 
ages - this Sunday, August 27th 

• Ice Cream Social to kick off the new year - Sunday, September 
10th 

• First day of Church School Classes and Children’s Choirs - Sun-
day, September 17th 

Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
Wednesday Bible Study will resume in September. 
 
Adult Small Groups:  We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join 
an existing group or form a new group.  
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  Our 
program will resume in September. If you would like to be added to our email list for 
announcements, please email Stacey Simpson Duke  at  staceyduke@gmail.com. 

New Small Group forming for families with children: Are you interested in growing together 
while deepening friendships among parents and kids? Whether you’re a solid yes or on the fence, 
you’re invited to the Morgans’ house (2614 Page Ct) on Friday, September 15th from 7:00-8:30 
pm.  We’ll talk about when and how often the group will meet, what to study and how to make it 
easy for families with children. And we’ll eat dessert too! Please let Xan (xan@fbca2.org) know if 
you are coming. 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
mailto:(xan@fbca2.org)
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We are saddened to report the death of Ginny McKeachie 
Virginia (Ginny) Mae McKeachie, 96, passed away at home 
August 10, 2017, under the loving care of Kindred Hospice 
and Evangelical Homes of Michigan Shared Care.  She was 
born February 27, 1921, in Highland Park, Michigan, the 
daughter of Charles and Edna Mack.  Raised in Highland 
Park, she later attended college at Michigan State Normal 
College (EMU) and graduated in Library Sciences. While 
attending college she met her husband, Bill.  After a 
“whirlwind” courtship of six months they were married and 
have enjoyed 74 beautiful years together.  While Bill was in 
the Navy during WWII Ginny taught at Mt. Clemens High 
School as a librarian.  After WWII she worked at the EMU 
library while Bill earned his PhD in Psychology at the 
University of Michigan.  She created a warm and loving 
home for her husband and their two daughters: Linda and 
Karen. 
 
 
During her life she was an active member of First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor where she 
volunteered in the church office, sang in the choir, and played in the bell choir.  Ginny played 
recorder in a community group in Ann Arbor and also delivered Motor Meals in the area with her 
sister, Millie Danielson, for over 30 years.  She was a supporter of the arts including UMS, Dexter 
Encore Theater, Easy Street Jazz, and the Dexter Community Band where she and her husband 
ushered, and where her daughter, Karen, was a valuable member.  Ginny and Bill had the 
opportunity to travel world-wide exploring the many places Bill was invited to lecture or attend 
conferences.  Ginny was an invaluable assistant to Bill on his many national and international 
commitments – they were a team!  Because of her loving, peaceful, open spirit she and Bill 
continue to have many friends and colleagues locally and around the world.  Ginny was the 
“heart” of the clan and hosted numerous family reunions, picnics, and ball games at their 
beautiful Dexter home over the years.  Ginny was a community “jewel” and will be missed, 
remembered and cherished by all who knew her.  She is survived by her husband, Bill, daughter, 
Linda (Larry), and granddaughter, Erica (Drew).  She was preceded in death by her parents, her 
brother (Mervin Mack), and her daughter (Karen McKeachie).  A Memorial Service is planned for 
Saturday, August 26, at 1:00pm at the First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, 517 E. Washington St., 
Ann Arbor, MI.  Donations may be made to The Karen’s Trail Fund and the First Baptist Church of 
Ann Arbor. 

Looking for a New Wedding Coordinator! 
I have been the Wedding Coordinator for First Baptist for about 12 years. I would like to pass the 
baton to someone who would like to add this job to their resume. The church has about four to 
eight weddings a year, mostly non-member. It can really be a lot of fun. You meet many 
wonderful people. I would be working with you the first couple of weddings, teaching you all the 
responsibilities. This is not a Wedding Planner position, you coordinate what happens in the 
church the day of the wedding. Please contact me by phone if you have any interest in learning 
more about this opportunity. Thank you.   Joyce Robbins (734-678-3353) 

Let Us Break Bread Together! 
The next Shared Suppers evening is September 9. The Board of Care and Community is sponsoring 
an opportunity for our FBC Family to gather and get to know one another better.  What better way 
to do that than around  a family table?.  We gather in smallish groups (6-8ish) in homes for Shared 
Suppers.  They are pot luck style and happen on the 2nd Saturday, every other month, i.e. , 
September 9, November 11, etc.  The groups will be different every time so folks can interact 
with those they may not know so well..  If you haven't already signed up and are interested in 
being on the list of participants, sign up at the Information Counter or contact Mary Davis 
(madrad@umich.edu or 734 352 0732). Also, let Mary know if you can be a host sometimes.  You 
will be contacted for availability about two weeks before each supper.  Of course everyone won't 
be able to come every time.  Children are welcome to participate, or we can help arrange child 
care. Shared transportation can also be arranged.   

mailto:madrad@umich.edu
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Our Little Assistant Organists: 
In the month of August, I had the privilege to be assisted at the organ by our three 4th graders, 
Myeonheon (Alex) Chun, Emmanuel Morgan and Andrew Redinger. After the worship service on 
one Sunday, each kid had a 30-minute learning session with me to learn about the organ, the role 
of the organist and how to assist the organist. They learned the names of various sounds that the 
organ pipes could make in different pitches, how to mix the sounds to create a new sound for an 
actual piece and how to save this newly created sound on a piston (button) which could be 
retrieved later by pushing the same piston. After learning these, we practiced some of music for 
worship together, me playing the notes and a kid assisting me pushing pistons with registrations 
(created combinations of sounds) at a right moment (or second to be more exact).  
 
For example, a prelude piece usually had three or four places for the sound to be changed. Each 
kid followed the music on the scores as I played and pushed a piston to change the sound, three or 
four times during a piece.  This whole thing usually takes an organ student several weeks to learn. 
I was amazed how well our kids understood about the organ and how fast they learned all of 
these. Most importantly, they remembered all on the following Sunday when each kid assisted me 
with the actual organ music and hymns in our worship service, doing everything they learned on 
the previous Sunday. We even sang some hymns together while doing all of these. Many of you 
probably didn't notice that there was a kid sitting right next to me on the organ bench, assisting 
me in the worship service. It was a delightful experience for me to work with a kid individually on 
the organ. I was glad to learn that our kids were interested in the organ. The summer time worked 
wonderfully for me to do this with the kids since the organ balcony was quieter and there were 
fewer things going on in the worship service. I hope I can continue to do this next summer with 
more kids, youth and even adults who would be interested. Myeongheon, Emmanuel, and Andrew, 
you are now assistant organists. I'm so proud of you!      - Shin-Ae Chun   

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

September 10 11:15 – 12:30 
Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education 

         

Art Fairs Parking Lot  
Thanks to the following volunteers, $2,575 was raised during Art Fairs week by renting our parking 
lot.  This amount will be split between the Vespers and Youth Ministries.  Thank you all!   
 
The Alaniz Family (2 shifts), Noelle and Shelley Alton, Allen and Paula Burton, Jill Damon, Mary 
Davis, Kathleen Ford, the Floyd Family, The Halliday Family, Cindy Harrison, Roberta Hause, 
Hayley and Carol Heaton, Bev Inbody, Bonnie Kidd (2 shifts), Kathy Mortensen, Mary Munson, 
Robert and Nancy Rhodes (2 shifts), the Ross Family, Julie Smith, Pete Stover (2 shifts), and the 
Thompson Family. 

The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets on Thursday, September 21, at the home of Roberta 
Hause (co-hostess Jill Damon).  The Program is a Subway Lunch, followed by “Summer Memories.” 

Nursery Volunteers for the Fall:  
Children are at the center of the Kingdom of God! One of the important ministries we offer to our 
families with young children is a welcoming, safe and fun experience in the nursery. Each Sunday 
we have one paid caregiver, Kathryn Gregg and one volunteer. We are looking for teens and adults 
who would like to serve as a volunteer in the nursery, once every four to five weeks.  If this is a 
ministry you are interested in learning more about, please let me know!     ~Xan 



 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
Over the past couple of months, the office has heard from quite a few people that they didn’t get 
word of various events.  Here is a quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both 
of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
 

Volunteers Needed! No Experience Needed! 
 

• Communion Servers:  On the first Sunday of the month, volunteers are needed to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up for Communion.  We particularly need help on September 3rd.  
With a lot of people traveling, we’re short on volunteers. 

• Sunday Morning Greeters:  This is a great time to see friends and meet new people.   
• Sound System:  Help with recording the Sunday worship service and other services.  See Clay 

Scott for more information.   
 
All of the above positions are a great opportunity to meet people, help your church, and become 
more involved.  Sign up sheets can be found at the Information Counter. 

School and Personal Supplies Collection 
Many thanks to all of the generous donors who filled 20 backpacks for Community Action Network 
children and youth.  We had enough donations to also provide a box of extra supplies like USB 
memory sticks, calculators, folders, and binders for the after-school tutoring program at Hikone 
as well as some Meijer gift cards which will be handed out as needed by the director of Hikone for 
sports equipment or teacher required items throughout the school year.  Until Labor Day, we will 
continue to collect miscellaneous school supplies and hygiene items (deodorant, shampoo, 
toothpaste) for Washtenaw County’s Education Project for Homeless students and Ozone House. 
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Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

To Sing or Not to Sing?  There is no question!  
The First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor Sanctuary Choir is looking for new voices to fill the choir 
loft. The choir rehearses each Thursday evening from 7:30-9:00pm.  The ability to read and sight-
sing music at a high level is not a requirement for joining the choir, but rather the love of singing 
and the desire to worship God through music. The music the choir offers each week is challenging, 
which is part of the reason there is weekly rehearsal.  Please come to choir rehearsal 
starting Thursday, September 7th.  You will meet new friends, have a lot of fun, and become part 
of a loving and caring group of people that praise God with their singing voices! If you have 
any questions, please contact Bonnie Kidd. 

mailto:office@fbca2.org
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September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
 
10:00  Worship 

4 
 

Labor Day 
 

Office and 
Church Buildings 

Closed 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
7:00  Mission 
           Action 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Gathering 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

8 9 

10 Christian 
       Education 
         Sunday 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:15   Ice Cream 
            Social 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  Outreach 
7:00  Trustees 
          (TBD) 

12 
 
 
1:30   ChristCare 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 
7:00   Trustees  
           (TBD) 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Gathering 
7:30   Executive 
           Council 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

15 16 

17     ABWM 
Sunday 

 

10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  FB Book 
           Group 

19 
 
 
1:00   Beecher- 
           Brewer Cir. 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 

20 
 
 
1:30   Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Gathering 
7:30   ChristCare 

21 
 
12:30  MacGregor- 
            Stitt Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30   Choir 

22 23 
 
 
 
2::00 - 4:00 
          Food 
          Gatherers 
          Volunteering 

24 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

25 26 
 
9:30   ABWM 
           Board 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Vespers 

27 
 
 
 
1:30   Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30   Gathering 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

29 30 



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Sept 3 

Church Parking Lot 
With the fall schedule starting back up and everyone getting back into town, the 
church lot will be very busy!   For Sunday mornings, if you are able, please park in the 
structure across the street, leaving parking spaces in the church lot for those with less 
mobility.  Also, please avoid parking in the lot on Wednesdays from 12:30pm-2:30pm 
(Bible Study starting Sept 20) and Thursdays from 7pm-9pm (Choir rehearsal starting 
Sept 7).  The Ann Arbor Co-op Nursery starts up on Wednesday, Sept 6, and has five 
spaces along the playground fence reserved for the teacher and assist parents.   If you 
need an FBC sticker for your car, please come to the church office.  Thank you! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

