
 

 

May 10, 2017 Pastor’s Reflections   by Stacey Simpson Duke 

 
Many of you know this news already, but I’m thrilled to share it again here: next week, I 
will be graduating (at last!) with my Doctor of Ministry (DMin) from Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. Paul and the boys and I will drive down next 
Thursday, May 18, and my father and brother will join us in Atlanta that night. The 
graduation ceremony is Saturday morning, May 20; we will depart Atlanta Saturday 
afternoon and arrive home late night. Xan Morgan has graciously agreed to preach in 
worship that Sunday, and we are really looking forward to hearing her! 
 
The DMin degree is a professional (rather than academic) doctorate, with research and 
learning aimed at practical application within a ministry context. My specific course of 
study, which I began in June 2011, was in the area of “Gospel and Culture,” focused on 
exploring changing paradigms of ministry within a postmodern, post-Christian world, in 
order to understand better how churches can communicate the gospel in culturally 
relevant ways in the midst of current cultural shifts. Throughout my studies, First 
Baptist Church of Ann Arbor was the focal point of my research. In the later stages of 
my program, this congregation became an active partner in my research and projects, 
especially during my practicum phase (focused on “shared proclamation,” an 
experiment in sermons involving multiple participants, undertaken under the supervision 
of the Reverend Dr. Joe Mortensen, October 2013 – July 2014) and during my final 
project (focused on Scripture memory and recitation within the context of 
congregational worship, January 2015 – January 2017). 
 
My final project is entitled The Word in Our Mouths: Scripture Memory and Recitation 
as Proclamation in Congregational Worship and Practice. I presented my findings at a 
congregational meeting here at First Baptist in December and will be happy to share the 
paper itself once I have a bound copy. I’m also delighted to report that I will be 
presenting a paper on this topic at the American Baptist Theologians Conference, which 
will be held the day before the ABC-USA Biennial meeting in Portland next month.  
 
I initially expected to complete my program within four years, but when the seminary 
restructured its guidelines for the final project (making it a significantly bigger 
undertaking than it had previously been), my initial timeline for completion was no 
longer feasible. My timeline was further disrupted by major events in my personal life 
(multiple family medical crises, immediately followed by the unexpected death of my 
mother in September 2015). Now, with the finish line finally in view, I’m like the 
woman in the parable of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10), going around to everyone saying, 
“Rejoice with me!” 
 
Part of my rejoicing includes expressing my gratitude, and a large portion of that thanks 
goes to you, dear church. In the acknowledgements page of my thesis, I said it like this: 
“To my beloved congregation, First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, for your extraordinary 
partnership in ministry, grief, hope, and joy; your boundless encouragement and 
support; and your willingness to try anything at least once.” Thank you for sharing in 
the work of this degree and now for sharing in my joy at its completion. You are an 
extraordinary congregation, and I am so grateful for you. 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
NURSERY care for infants and toddlers is available on the 3rd floor from 9:30 – 12:30 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 
Preschool – 1st grade 
10:00 - 10:30    Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 202A & B) 
11:15 - 11:30 Grace Notes music 
11:30 - 12:30  Activities 
 
2nd - 5th grade: 
10:00 - 10:30     Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:30 Church School (Rm. 201B) 
11:30 – 12:00  Children’s Choir (Rm. 306) 
12:00 - 12:30 Children’s Worship (Rm. 201B) 
 

Adult Christian Education                          (11:30-12:30)  
                
Heroes of the Bible                       Library 
Astrid Beck, leader 
 

For this new series, Astrid Beck will lead the discussion on Heroes of the Bible.  We will look at 
great men and women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our 
faith, who not only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  We 
will begin with Moses, continue with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?), and work our way through other major men and 
women in the Old Testament and the New Testament.  No background readings required.  Bring 
your favorite Bible or use one of ours.   
 
Conversations about Race          Memorial Lounge 
 

This class provides an opportunity to gain better understanding of racial perceptions and divisions 
in our culture. Events in recent years make such conversations more urgent. Special attention will 
be given to the character of systemic racism and white privilege, and to the choices we might 
make to help bring transformation. Three of the sessions will be led by La’Ron Williams, an expert 
facilitator on issues of race. The other three sessions will be co-led by Ron Gregg and Paul 
Simpson Duke. 
 
Young Adult Class                                     Room 108 

The group is continuing their study of the Gospel of Mark.   

Youth (6th – High School) 
10:00 – 11:00    Worship 
11:00 - 11:30 Fellowship Time 
 (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 - 12:30 Church School  
 (Rm. 107) 
 

5/10/17 

Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul is leading Studies in the Prophets. We will discuss the work 
of the prophets in their historical context and will examine selected texts for closer 
understanding. Please join us!   
 
Adult Small Groups:  We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join 
an existing group or form a new group.  
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  Our 
program will resume in September. If you would like to be added to our email list for 
announcements, please email Stacey Simpson Duke  at  staceyduke@gmail.com. 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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FBC News &  Happenings 

 
Celebration of Vespers  on May 21, 12:30 
In the early 1980’s, our congregation became one of the 
5 host churches for the Hunger Coalition’s evening meal 
to feed the hungry in the community.  In 1993, Pastor 
George Lambrides and a few dedicated individuals added 
a worship gathering before these Tuesday meals and 
called it “Vespers”.  Open to any who wanted to come, 
Linda Tate, Bill Kerr, Jerry Suits, Joel Hastings, Thomas 
Scott, Paul Duke, and others led a time of joyful singing, 
devotions, and prayer.  When the new Delonis Shelter 
was opened in 2003, all of the meals were moved from 
the churches to that facility.  Members of the FBC 
congregation, under Paul and Stacey’s leadership, 
determined that they wished to continue offering both a 
Tuesday evening meal and the worship service at our 
building and called it “Vespers”.  Serving between 50 
and 100 each Tuesday evening, this ministry to our 
community has had a direct impact on the lives of so 
many – and their gratitude is voiced each Tuesday night 
to the volunteers from FBC (1st and 2nd Tuesdays), 
Northside (3rd and 5th Tuesdays), and Bethel United 
Church of Christ (4th Tuesdays). 
 
Vespers is one of the longest, continuing ministries of 
FBC and we want to celebrate this commitment with our 
guests, our volunteers, and our whole congregation.  
Please join us for a special Vespers meal on May 21, 
12:30, in the Fellowship Hall.  You will enjoy a great 
lunch and hear more about this ministry and the people 
who have been touched both by the hospitality and by 
the opportunity to offer this hospitality. 

The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets at 1:00pm on Thursday, May 18, at the home of Phyl 
White.  The program is the Treasure Sale. 
 
The Beecher-Brewer Circle next meets at 12 Noon on Tuesday, May 16, at Brookhaven.  The 
program is a luncheon and Book Sale. 

Spring Donation Bake Sale This Coming Sunday 
On May 14, the AB Women’s Ministries will hold their Spring Bake Sale in the Fellowship Hall, 
beginning right after the worship service. The ladies will tempt you with a wide variety of baked 
goods and happily take donations of baked goods from other church members. Baked items can be 
brought to the church kitchen Sunday morning, May 14, or to the church office the Friday before. 
Please label your baked items, listing special ingredients with allergy problems in mind, and 
please no baked goods needing refrigeration. Proceeds from the sale help to fund the AB Women’s 
Ministries many projects and your continued support is deeply appreciated. 

Volunteers needed for Vacation Bible School  
We have a variety of opportunities to serve at VBS. We need teens and adults to help at craft 
booths, in the kitchen or as a small group leader.  VBS is Tuesday, June 20, through Thursday, 
June 22, from 9:30-12:15 p.m. Please let Xan know if you're able to help in this way. 
Xan@fbca2.org or 734.663.9376 

mailto:Xan@fbca2.org


 

 5/10/17 4 

Volunteers needed! 
Please check the Information Counter for assorted volunteer sign-up sheets.  We can always use 
your help and no experience is required. It’s a great way to meet people at church and get 
plugged in!  If you have any questions, please contact Beverly Inbody in the church office.   

Can & Bottle Drive Youth Fundraiser  
On June 18, our Youth Summer Mission Team will head to Spirit Lake Nation in North Dakota to 
work with the United Methodist mission there on the reservation. Every Sunday between now and 
the trip, the youth group will be collecting cans and bottles to take in to receive the deposit 
money on; this money will be used to help offset the costs of travel to North Dakota. You can help 
by bringing in your cans and bottles any Sunday (or every Sunday!). It's an easy way to make an 
important contribution to the service and learning of our youth group.  We have bins next to the 
Information Counter.  Thank you! 

The Educational Project Gift Card Collection 
As the summer approaches, the Educational Project for Homeless Youth out of Washtenaw 
Intermediate School District is working to make sure that the youth and students are assisted 
throughout the summer.  We are collecting gift cards ($5, $10, or $25) from Meijer, Kroger, 
Walmart, and fast food restaurants like Subway, Wendy’s, etc.   
 
Homeless youth and families are often in temporary situations “couch surfing” with family or 
friends or placed in shelters or hotels with little access to the ability to cook or store food.  When 
school is out students do not have access to the regular meals provided during the school day.  
And there are 70 seniors currently being served by the EPHY and Ozone House and the goal is to 
provide each with a $25 gift card to celebrate their achievement in spite of the challenges of 
homelessness.   
 
If you would like to contribute to this collection, please give your gift cards or financial donation 
to Sue Ellen Glover by May 30. 

The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County  
At 4pm on Sunday, May 21, the Interfaith Roundtable will present a unique interfaith music event 
- Voices of Children: Many Faiths, One Song.  Four children’s choirs from:  the Hindu Chinmaya 
Mission, Temple Beth Emeth, St. Clare’s Episcopal Church and The First Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation.  This will be held at Genesis, 2309 Packard Street (Temple Beth Emeth and St. 
Clare’s Episcopal). Given this current climate in our county and country, this will be a beautiful 
way to show our support for diversity and inclusion. There will be an opportunity to donate to the 
work of the IRT.  For more information, call 734-424-1535 or email gbrides@umich.edu  

A Sweet Greeting 
Thanks to Bill Foster for catching this 
sweet moment of Iris Martin and Pat 
Huebel greeting each other before 
Worship.   

mailto:gbrides@umich.edu
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May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

   10 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 6:00  Youth  
           Childcare 
           Fundraiser 

13 

14 
 
10:00   Worship 
11:00   ABWM 
             Bake Sale 
11:30  2nd Hour 

15 16 
 
 
12:00  Beecher- 
            Brewer Cir. 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
7:00  Trustees 

17 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

18 
 
 
1:00  MacGregor- 
          Stitt Circle 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

19 20 

21 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
12:30  Vespers 
            Celebration 

22 23 
 
9:30  ABWM 
          Board 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
12:15  Coffee 
            Break 
            Concert 
 
 
5:30   Christian 
           Education 
7:30   Choir 

26 27 

28 
 
10:00  Worship 

29 
 

Memorial 
Day 

 
Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

31    



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, May 22 

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries continue to collect 
labels for the “Labels for Education” program.  The labels look like 
the one shown right and the bar code needs to be included.  There is 
a collection box at the Information Counter and the labels help 
benefit one of the school charities supported by the ABWM.   
Thank you for your help! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

