
 

 

April 26, 2017 
A Journey with Jesus  

Our Children Celebrate Palm Sunday, the Passion and Easter 

On Palm Sunday the children went on a journey with 
Jesus. We acted out or created art for the stops on 
our journey. Come see the images displayed in the 
church school wing. A big thank you to Charlotte 
DeVries, Mary Gregg, Sue Ellen, and Kathryn Gregg 
for their help. 
 

 
 

Our journey with 
Jesus began with 
Palm Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
We washed one 
another’s feet as Jesus 
washed the disciples 
feet. 
 
 
 
 
 
We had the Last Supper 
together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We imagined what it 
would be like to say 
these words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each child put words to 
how Jesus may have 
been feeling.  
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We listened to Jesus’ last 
words, “Forgive them, 
Lord.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We rejoiced that LOVE WINS! 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord is risen! Thank you to the Stumpf Alaniz 
family for stuffing eggs and for organizing the 
Easter bunnies. And thank you to the teens for 
being our bunnies! 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
NURSERY care for infants and toddlers is available on the 3rd floor from 9:30 – 12:30 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 
Preschool – 1st grade 
10:00 - 10:30    Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 202A & B) 
11:15 - 11:30 Grace Notes music 
11:30 - 12:30  Activities 
 
2nd - 5th grade: 
10:00 - 10:30     Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:30 Church School (Rm. 201B) 
11:30 – 12:00  Children’s Choir (Rm. 306) 
12:00 - 12:30 Children’s Worship (Rm. 201B) 
 

Adult Christian Education                          (11:30-12:30)  
                
Heroes of the Bible                       Library 
Astrid Beck, leader 
 

For this new series, Astrid Beck will lead the discussion on Heroes of the Bible.  We will look at 
great men and women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our 
faith, who not only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  We 
will begin with Moses, continue with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?), and work our way through other major men and 
women in the Old Testament and the New Testament.  No background readings required.  Bring 
your favorite Bible or use one of ours.   
 
Conversations about Race          Memorial Lounge 
 

This class provides an opportunity to gain better understanding of racial perceptions and divisions 
in our culture. Events in recent years make such conversations more urgent. Special attention will 
be given to the character of systemic racism and white privilege, and to the choices we might 
make to help bring transformation. Three of the sessions will be led by La’Ron Williams, an expert 
facilitator on issues of race. The other three sessions will be co-led by Ron Gregg and Paul 
Simpson Duke. 
 
Young Adult Class                                     Room 108 

The group is continuing their study of the Gospel of Mark.   

Youth (6th – High School) 
10:00 – 11:00    Worship 
11:00 - 11:30 Fellowship Time 
 (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 - 12:30 Church School  
 (Rm. 107) 
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul is leading Studies in the Prophets. We will discuss the work 
of the prophets in their historical context and will examine selected texts for closer 
understanding. Please join us!   
 
Adult Small Groups:  We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join 
an existing group or form a new group.  
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  We 
gather every Wednesday during the school year, 5:30-7:30p in the Campus Center, for a free, 
home-cooked meal and study.  If you would like to be added to the email list for regular updates, 
please email Stacey at staceyduke@gmail.com. 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com


 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
Over the past couple of months, the office has heard from quite a few people that they didn’t get 
word of various events.  Here is a quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both 
of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We also send the FBC Newsletter out by 
email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
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FBC News &  Happenings 
Our Annual Program Meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:15) on April 30. After the 
business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the week. The Board of Care and 
Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages. Last names beginning A-D bring salad or 
some kind of vegetable; E-J bring potato, rice, or pasta dish; and K-Z bring fruit or a dessert   

 
Celebration of Vespers  on May 21, 12:30 
In the early 1980’s, our congregation became one of the 
5 host churches for the Hunger Coalition’s evening meal 
to feed the hungry in the community.  In 1993, Pastor 
George Lambrides and a few dedicated individuals added 
a worship gathering before these Tuesday meals and 
called it “Vespers”.  Open to any who wanted to come, 
Linda Tate, Bill Kerr, Jerry Suits, Joel Hastings, Thomas 
Scott, Paul Duke, and others led a time of joyful singing, 
devotions, and prayer.  When the new Delonis Shelter 
was opened in 2003, all of the meals were moved from 
the churches to that facility.  Members of the FBC 
congregation, under Paul and Stacey’s leadership, 
determined that they wished to continue offering both a 
Tuesday evening meal and the worship service at our 
building and called it “Vespers”.  Serving between 50 
and 100 each Tuesday evening, this ministry to our 
community has had a direct impact on the lives of so 
many – and their gratitude is voiced each Tuesday night 
to the volunteers from FBC (1st and 2nd Tuesdays), 
Northside (3rd and 5th Tuesdays), and Bethel United 
Church of Christ (4th Tuesdays). 
 
Vespers is one of the longest, continuing ministries of 
FBC and we want to celebrate this commitment with our 
guests, our volunteers, and our whole congregation.  
Please join us for a special Vespers meal on May 21, 
12:30, in the Fellowship Hall.  You will enjoy a great 
lunch and hear more about this ministry and the people 
who have been touched both by the hospitality and by 
the opportunity to offer this hospitality. 

mailto:office@fbca2.org


 

 

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries continue to collect 
labels for the “Labels for Education” program.  The labels look like 
the one shown right and the bar code needs to be included.  There is 
a collection box at the Information Counter and the labels help 
benefit one of the school charities supported by the ABWM.   
Thank you for your help! 
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Can & Bottle Drive Youth Fundraiser  
On June 18, our Youth Summer Mission Team will head to Spirit Lake Nation in North Dakota to 
work with the United Methodist mission there on the reservation. Every Sunday between now and 
the trip, the youth group will be collecting cans and bottles to take in to receive the deposit 
money on; this money will be used to help offset the costs of travel to North Dakota. You can help 
by bringing in your cans and bottles any Sunday (or every Sunday!). It's an easy way to make an 
important contribution to the service and learning of our youth group.  We have bins next to the 
Information Counter.  Thank you! 

Ways for Children and Teens to Serve in Worship: Children and teens in 2nd - 12th grade are 
invited to be a part of making our church service happen. Kids and teens will be lighting the 
candles, receiving prayer cards and helping to take up the offering. Our hope is that these worship 
tasks will provide opportunities for the kids and teens to engage with worship, appreciate the 
rituals and know that they are integral participants in our life together. We’ll gather after church 
this Sunday, the 30th to learn the ropes. If you have any questions, please contact Xan Morgan 
(xan@fbca2.org). 

The Educational Project Gift Card Collection 
As the summer approaches, the Educational Project for Homeless Youth out of Washtenaw 
Intermediate School District is working to make sure that the youth and students are assisted 
throughout the summer.  We are collecting gift cards ($5, $10, or $25) from Meijer, Kroger, 
Walmart, and fast food restaurants like Subway, Wendy’s, etc.   
 
Homeless youth and families are often in temporary situations “couch surfing” with family or 
friends or placed in shelters or hotels with little access to the ability to cook or store food.  When 
school is out students do not have access to the regular meals provided during the school day.  
And there are 70 seniors currently being served by the EPHY and Ozone House and the goal is to 
provide each with a $25 gift card to celebrate their achievement in spite of the challenges of 
homelessness.   
 
If you would like to contribute to this collection, please give your gift cards or financial donation 
to Sue Ellen Glover by May 30. 

Next Shared Supper May 13 
The Board of Care and Community is sponsoring an opportunity for our FBC Family to gather and 
get to know one another better.  What better way to do that than around  a family table?.  We 
gather in smallish groups (6-8ish) in homes for shared suppers.  They are a potluck-style and 
happen on the 2nd Saturday, every other month, i.e. , May 13, July 8, etc.  The groups will be 
different every time so folks can interact with those they may not know so well..  If you haven't 
already signed up and are interested in being on the list of participants, sign up at the Information 
Counter or contact Mary Davis (madrad@umich.edu or (734) 352-0732). Also, let Mary know if you 
can be a host sometimes.  You will be contacted for availability about two weeks before each 
supper.  Of course everyone won't be able to come every time.  Children are welcome to 
participate, or we can help arrange child care. Shared transportation can also be arranged. 

mailto:xan@fbca2.org
mailto:(madrad@umich.edu
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Volunteers Needed! No Experience Needed! 
 

• Communion Servers:  On the first Sunday of the month, volunteers are needed to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up for Communion.  

• Sunday Morning Greeters:  This is a great time to see friends and meet new people.   
• Sound System:  Help with recording the Sunday worship service and other services.  See Clay 

Scott for more information.   
 
All of the above positions are a great opportunity to meet people, help your church, and become 
more involved.  Sign up sheets can be found at the Information Counter. 
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May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
 

3 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

4 
 
12:00  ABWM 
             Salad 
             Lunch 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

5 
 

Church 
Office 
Closed 

6 

7 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

8 9 
 
 
1:30  ChristCare 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
7:00  Mission  
          Action 

10 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30   Youth  
           Childcare 
           Fundraiser 

13 

14 
 
10:00   Worship 
11:00   ABWM 
             Bake Sale 
11:30  2nd Hour 

15 16 
 
 
12:00  Beecher- 
            Brewer Cir. 
 
5:30  Vespers 

17 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

18 
 
 
1:00  MacGregor- 
          Stitt Circle 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

19 20 

21 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
12:30  Vespers 
            Celebration 

22 23 
 
9:30  ABWM 
          Board 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
12:15  Coffee 
            Break 
            Concert 
5:30   Christian 
           Education 
7:30   Choir 

26 27 

28 
 
10:00  Worship 

29 
 

Memorial 
Day 

 
Church Office & 
Buildings Closed 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

31    



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, May 7 

Vacation Bible School Scoop: This year we 
are joining with other area churches to 
provide an experience for our kids of what it 
would be like to live in Jesus’ time. The kids 
will experience traditional family prayer 
rituals, a busy marketplace of crafts and 
snacks, short dramas of the stories of Jesus 
and a petting zoo onsite the last day. 
 Please mark your calendars now for the 
mornings (9:30-12:15 pm) of Tuesday-
Thursday, June 20-22. I have been a part 
of the planning team for this area wide VBS 
for many years and can guarantee that it 
will be a meaningful and fun experience for 
our kids. My kids look forward to it every 
year! If the half day schedule makes it 
difficult for your children to attend, connect 
with me and we’ll do our best to make a 
plan. We are looking for VBS volunteers! 
Please let Xan know if you are able to help 
serve God and our kids this way. Thanks! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

