
 

 

March 8, 2017 Pastor’s Reflections   by Stacey Simpson Duke 

 
I was a child when I first noticed that time seems to pass a little faster each year, but I 
had no idea just how quickly it could go. It has just sped up and sped up every single 
year, and now, with our sons morphing into teenagers before our eyes, it seems like 
time is racing by like never before. Sometimes I feel something close to panic when I 
realize how quickly these next five years – the amount of time we have left before the 
boys graduate from high school – will be gone. There’s a part of me that feels like I 
should do something about this – as if I could somehow stop the inevitable passage of 
time and the losses that go with it. Of course, there’s nothing to be done. 
 
We respond to our powerlessness over time in a variety of ways: anxiety, dread, grief, 
denial. How do we deal with such difficult feelings? Our surrounding culture offers 
plenty of options for numbness on the one hand or the illusion of control on the other. 
We get the message that mortality is a problem to be solved. But here, at church, 
especially in this season, we come together to tell this really tender truth, and to face 
it together:  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Being honest 
about the fragility and impermanence of life liberates us from illusion, allowing us to 
begin to find greater clarity about our purpose. Understanding the reality of our 
limited time within the context of God’s unlimited love and power, we discover 
profound possibilities for how to live in meaningful, connected, lively ways.  
 
A few years ago, a member of our congregation gave Paul and me a copy of The New 
Zealand Book of Prayer. Our family began using it for our nightly prayer during Lent 
that year, and we discovered in it a prayer that quickly became a favorite of all four of 
us. I find it to speak beautifully to the daily need to release our illusion of control, to 
release all that has and hasn’t been done in our limited time, and to put our lives in 
God’s care. 

 
Lord, it is night. 
The night is for stillness. 
Let us be still in the presence of God. 
It is night after a long day. 
What has been done has been done; 
what has not been done has not been done. 
Let it be. 
The night is dark. 
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. 
The night is quiet. 
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 
The night heralds the dawn. 
Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities, 
In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Children and Youth Christian Education  
 
NURSERY care for infants and toddlers is available on the 3rd floor from 9:30 – 12:30 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 
Preschool – 1st grade 
10:00 - 10:30    Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 202A & B) 
11:15 - 11:30 Grace Notes music 
11:30 - 12:30  Activities 
 
2nd - 5th grade: 
10:00 - 10:30     Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:30 Church School (Rm. 201B) 
11:30 – 12:00  Children’s Choir (Rm. 306) 
12:00 - 12:30 Children’s Worship (Rm. 201B) 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC MINISTRY   
 

Grace Notes  (Preschool - 1st Grade)     11:15 - 11:30     Rm. 202, directed by Marissa Alaniz 
Children’s Choir  (2nd - 5th Grade)     11:30 - 12:00     Rm. 306, directed by Shin-Ae Chun 

Adult Christian Education                         (11:30-12:30)  
 
All Church Lenten Study            Memorial Lounge 
Paul Simpson Duke, Stacey Simpson Duke, Clay Scott, leaders 
 
An examination of the biblical call to a covenant of neighborliness in contrast to cultural 
ideologies of consumerism. The focus of our study is on personal examination and reflection, with 
consideration of how we can collectively nurture and support shared commitments to connected 
community. We will grapple with the practical implications of the biblical vision of neighborliness, 
specifically around issues of time, food, silence, covenant, money, and worship. This study is open 
to all (ages 12 and up) and will include both large group presentations and small group breakout 
conversation. The class runs through April 9. 

Youth (6th – High School) 
10:00 – 11:00    Worship 
11:00 - 11:30 Fellowship Time 
 (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 - 12:30 Church School  
 (Memorial Lounge) 
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul is leading Studies in the Prophets. We will discuss the work 
of the prophets in their historical context and will examine selected texts for closer 
understanding. Please join us!   
 
Adult Small Groups:  We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, 
worship and mission meeting at various times. See Stacey, Paul, or Sue Ellen for information on 
how to join an existing group or form a new group.  
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  We 
gather every Wednesday during the school year, 5:30-7:30p in the Campus Center, for a free, 
home-cooked meal and study.  If you would like to be added to the email list for regular updates, 
please email Stacey at staceyduke@gmail.com. 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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An Other Kingdom: Departing the Consumer Culture 
 

Contemporary consumer culture teaches us that no amount of material goods is enough. Rather than 
leading us towards personal or societal well-being, the ideology of consumerism has produced a culture 
that makes poverty, violence, ill health, and an exhausted planet seem inevitable.  
 

Can you imagine something different? 
 

• What if we could discover a way of living that would bring us closer to our true nature?  
• What if we could discover a way of being that would address our deepest longings?   
• What if we could discover a way of speaking and acting that would lead towards  
      greater well-being for all? 

 

We invite you – actually, we dare you – to join us during Lent for an 
exploration of an alternative vision: a connected community, where the 
frenzy towards acquisition is replaced by the belief in abundance and a 
culture of addictive consumption is replaced by neighborliness.  
 
Based on the book An Other 
Kingdom: Departing the Consumer 
Culture by Peter Block, Walter 
Brueggemann, and John McKnight, 
this series will require no reading or 
other preparation by participants. The 
focus will be on personal examination 
and reflection and a consideration of 
how we can collectively nurture and 
support shared commitments to 
connected community. We will 
grapple with the practical implications 
of the biblical vision of 
neighborliness, specifically around 
issues of time, food, silence, 
covenant, money, and worship. We 
will gather each Sunday for a half 
hour presentation by our leaders; then 
we will break out into smaller groups 
for half an hour of focused 
conversation.  
 
We are inviting, encouraging, and 
challenging each of you (ages 12 and 
up) to be a part of this special study 
series on Sundays during Lent  
(March 5 – April 9, 11:30a-12:30p) 
 in the Memorial Lounge. 
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Help Wanted for the Rotating Shelter 2017 
We need overnight volunteers to staff the Ann Arbor Men’s Rotating Shelter, Monday Evening, 
March 20 – Monday Morning, March 27, here at First Baptist Church, 8:00 pm – 7:00 am.  This is 
Michigan and you never know what kind of weather the month of March might bring. I’m thinking, 
“cold” with the possibility of snow. The Rotating Shelter provides a warm place to sleep during 
these cold wintery nights.  Your help with this important ministry is greatly needed and 
appreciated.  We need a minimum of 2 people each evening to stay overnight from 8 pm – 7 am.   
Sign up at the Church Information Desk on Sunday mornings, or contact the church office, 734-663
-9376, if you can help.  Also, contact Kent Jennings, 734-732-6802, kentjen31@gmail.com, if you 
want more information regarding this very important ministry.  Your participation is greatly 
appreciated.  There will also be a sign-up sheet available at the Church Information Desk on 
Sunday mornings for those who would like to bring an evening soup that would serve 
approximately 25 men.  Light snacks (fruit, cookies, granola bars, etc.) are also appreciated. 

FBC News &  Happenings 

The MacGregor-Stitt and Beecher-Brewer Circles next meet on Tuesday, March 21st, at Hillside 
Terrace for their annual Sing-Along with the residents.  Maria Pierantozzi will play piano. 

Can & Bottle Drive Youth Fundraiser  
On June 18, our Youth Summer Mission Team will head to Spirit Lake Nation in North Dakota to 
work with the United Methodist mission there on the reservation. Every Sunday between now and 
the trip, the youth group will be collecting cans and bottles to take in to receive the deposit 
money on; this money will be used to help offset the costs of travel to North Dakota. You can help 
by bringing in your cans and bottles any Sunday (or every Sunday!). It's an easy way to make an 
important contribution to the service and learning of our youth group.  We have bins next to the 
Information Counter.  Thank you! 

FBC Children & Youth 
• Please mark your calendars for our annual Children and Youth 

Sunday/Service. Our children and youth will be leading us in worship 
on Pentecost, June 4th. 

 
• Check out our Parenting as a Spiritual Journey Facebook Group - 

Parents with children (birth-high school) are invited to be a part of 
this group that is hosted by Stacey and Xan. The goal of the group is 
to create an easy way to folks to connect with other parents on the 
journey. Daily posts aim to inspire, challenge and support those in 
the group. Simply search “Parenting as a Spiritual Journey” on FB 
and you’ll find us! 

 
• The children of First Baptist Church 

were asked to finish the sentence, “God is….”  You are 
invited to use their responses as a prayer of praise to God this 
week. 

◊ Special to me 
◊ Good 
◊ Amazing 
◊ Watching over us 
◊ Gentle, powerful, everything and the ruler of the whole 

world 
◊ Great 
◊ Good, helpful, nice and very, very kind 

Don’t Be Late for Church!   DST Begins this Sunday morning! 
A quick reminder to set your clocks forward when you go to bed this Saturday night. 
At 2:00am on Sunday, March 12, most of the United States will set their clocks ahead 
one hour for Daylight Saving Time.  

mailto:kentjen31@gmail.com


 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
Over the past couple of months, the office has heard from quite a few people that they didn’t get 
word of various events.  Here is a quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of 
the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We also send the FBC Newsletter out by 
email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
 
We have also heard some gmail users that their service is routing e-connection emails to the 
“promotions” folder, rather than the “primary” folder.  If you are a gmail client and it appears 
that you have suddenly stopped receiving e-connections, give the church office a call and Kat will 
work with you to fix the situation. 

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries continue to collect 
labels for the “Labels for Education” program.  The labels look like 
the one shown right and the bar code needs to be included.  There is 
a collection box at the Information Counter and the labels help 
benefit one of the school charities supported by the ABWM.   
Thank you for your help! 
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Volunteers needed! 
Please check the Information Counter for assorted volunteer sign-up sheets.  We can always use 
your help and no experience is required. It’s a great way to meet people at church and get 
plugged in!  If you have any questions, please contact Beverly Inbody.   

mailto:office@fbca2.org
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First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, March 19 

                       
                  EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 
 

         I / We would like to order an Easter Lily ($17.50 each) to be given: 
    

         In honor of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

                  In memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

                  Given by: _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check made out to “First Baptist Church” for $_____, for a total of _____  
plants, which will be displayed on the chancel Easter Sunday, and may be picked up 
following the service that day.  Paid orders must be received by Tuesday, April 11, to 
be included in the Easter bulletin.  Be sure to write “Easter Lily” on the memo line of 
your check. 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

