
 

 

March 22, 2017 Pastor’s Reflections   by Paul Simpson Duke 

On the last day of this month, a very 
important and beautiful chapter in our 
church’s history will conclude. Sue Ellen 
Glover, our Director of Christian 
Education for nearly 25 years, will 
retire. We have known for a long time 
that it was coming, but it’s still not easy 
to imagine FBC without Sue Ellen on 
staff. Thankfully, she will still be a very 
involved church member, and we will no 
doubt be turning to her regularly for 
counsel and help. But she is indeed 
retiring, and the time has come to 
express our sadness, and, most of all, 
our gratitude for her supremely faithful 
and life-giving ministry among us.   
 
It seems significant to me that Sue Ellen 
became our DCE not by means of a 
search process, but by her emerging 
from our own congregation as a model of 
total commitment to the church’s 
ministry of nurture and education—and 
the gifts to make it happen.  The church 
and its leaders recognized her gifts, and 
had the good sense to hire her. 
 
In the quarter-century(!) since, she has tirelessly and effective served the church. She has led 
Christian Education programming for all ages, has led children’s worship, taught, recruited 
teachers, provided resources, nurtured children and youth from the tiniest babies through high 
school, and offered her famous “Time As Children” interactions with kids in worship every 
Sunday. In addition, she has voluntarily undertaken a great deal of work that is far beyond her 
job description. Much of what she does goes unseen, and it is likely that not one person knows 
the entirety of it; but some of her more visible “extra” ministries have been with: the Hikone 
community, our Nicaragua partnerships, Art Fair, various church boards, the recruitment 
committee, all manner of hospitality events, several leadership roles in the Michigan Region of 
American Baptist Churches, and the list goes on. She is always the first to arrive on Sundays, and 
generally the last to leave. 
 
Every church staff members has a set of specialized assignments, but there is a kind of staff 
member whose passion reaches to the entirety of the church’s life and work. That’s Sue Ellen 
Glover. And most notable in it all is that every bit of that generous labor comes from a deep 
place of love. It has been a high honor to be her colleague. We have been blessed beyond 
measure by her, and will continue to be blessed by the ongoing legacy of all she has done. 
 
This Sunday, March 26, immediately following worship, there will be a celebration of Sue 
Ellen in our Fellowship Hall. She has given countless great gifts to us, and we have a great deal 
to be thankful for. Please join us if you can.          
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
NURSERY care for infants and toddlers is available on the 3rd floor from 9:30 – 12:30 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

March 26: 
 

Preschool – 1st grade 
10:00 - 10:30    Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 202A & B) 
11:15 - 12:00 Fellowship Time for Sue Ellen’s Party 
12:00 - 12:30  Activities  
 
2nd - 5th grade: 
10:00 - 10:30     Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 201B) 
11:15 – 12:00  Fellowship Time for Sue Ellen’s Party 
12:00 - 12:30 Children’s Choir (Rm. 306) 
 
Resuming April 2:  
 

Preschool – 1st grade 
10:00 - 10:30    Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:15 Church School (Rm. 202A & B) 
11:15 - 11:30 Grace Notes music 
11:30 - 12:30  Activities 
 
2nd - 5th grade: 
10:00 - 10:30     Worship with families 
10:30 - 11:30 Church School (Rm. 201B) 
11:30 – 12:00  Children’s Choir (Rm. 306) 
12:00 - 12:30 Children’s Worship (Rm. 201B) 

Adult Christian Education                         (11:30-12:30)  
 
March 26:    
 

Celebration of Sue Ellen Glover’s Work at FBC                  Fellowship Hall 
 
Resuming April 2: 
 

All Church Lenten Study              Memorial Lounge 
Paul Simpson Duke, Stacey Simpson Duke, Clay Scott, leaders 
 
An examination of the biblical call to a covenant of neighborliness in contrast to cultural ideologies of 
consumerism. The focus of our study is on personal examination and reflection, with consideration of how 
we can collectively nurture and support shared commitments to connected community. We will grapple 
with the practical implications of the biblical vision of neighborliness, specifically around issues of time, 
food, silence, covenant, money, and worship. This study is open to all (ages 12 and up) and will include 
both large group presentations and small group breakout conversation. The class runs through April 9. 

Youth (6th – High School) 
10:00 – 11:00    Worship 
11:00 - 11:30 Fellowship Time 
 (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 - 12:30 Church School  
 (Memorial Lounge) 
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul is leading Studies in the Prophets. We will discuss the work of the 
prophets in their historical context and will examine selected texts for closer understanding. Please join 
us!   
 
Adult Small Groups:  We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey, Paul, or Sue Ellen for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group.  
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  We gather 
every Wednesday during the school year, 5:30-7:30p in the Campus Center, for a free, home-cooked meal 
and study.  If you would like to be added to the email list for regular updates, please email Stacey at 
staceyduke@gmail.com. 

Youth (6th – High School) 
10:00 – 11:00    Worship 
11:15 -  Fellowship Time for 
 Sue Ellen’s Party 
 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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An Other Kingdom: Departing the Consumer Culture 
 

Contemporary consumer culture teaches us that no amount of material goods is enough. Rather than 
leading us towards personal or societal well-being, the ideology of consumerism has produced a culture 
that makes poverty, violence, ill health, and an exhausted planet seem inevitable.  
 

Can you imagine something different? 
 

• What if we could discover a way of living that would bring us closer to our true nature?  
• What if we could discover a way of being that would address our deepest longings?   
• What if we could discover a way of speaking and acting that would lead towards  
      greater well-being for all? 

 

We invite you – actually, we dare you – to join us during Lent for an 
exploration of an alternative vision: a connected community, where the 
frenzy towards acquisition is replaced by the belief in abundance and a 
culture of addictive consumption is replaced by neighborliness.  
 
Based on the book An Other 
Kingdom: Departing the Consumer 
Culture by Peter Block, Walter 
Brueggemann, and John McKnight, 
this series will require no reading or 
other preparation by participants. The 
focus will be on personal examination 
and reflection and a consideration of 
how we can collectively nurture and 
support shared commitments to 
connected community. We will 
grapple with the practical implications 
of the biblical vision of 
neighborliness, specifically around 
issues of time, food, silence, 
covenant, money, and worship. We 
will gather each Sunday for a half 
hour presentation by our leaders; then 
we will break out into smaller groups 
for half an hour of focused 
conversation.  
 
We are inviting, encouraging, and 
challenging each of you (ages 12 and 
up) to be a part of this special study 
series on Sundays during Lent  
(March 5 – April 9, 11:30a-12:30p) 
 in the Memorial Lounge. 
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FBC News &  Happenings 
Our Annual Program Meeting will be held after fellowship time (11:15) on April 30. After the 
business meeting we will enjoy a potluck lunch. Please plan to attend. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the information desk and in the church office during the week. The Board of Care and 
Community will provide chicken, rolls, and beverages. Last names beginning A-D bring salad or 
some kind of vegetable; E-J bring potato, rice, or pasta dish; and K-Z bring fruit or a dessert   

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday Service: 
 April 13 at 6:00 p.m. at Northside Community Church 

   

Community Good Friday Service:  
April 14 at 12:00, 12:30, and 1:00 p.m. 

 at the First United Methodist Church 
The FBC Organist and Sanctuary Choir performing 

 at the 1:00 service 
Rev. Stacey Simpson Duke, preaching  

 

Tenebrae Service: 
April 14 at 8:00 p.m. in the First Baptist sanctuary 

 (childcare provided) 
 

Easter Sunday Service:  
April 16 at 10:00 a.m. in the First Baptist sanctuary 

(childcare provided) 

Help Needed for Communion 
Volunteers are needed to serve Communion in the April 2nd worship service.  We need one person 
for preparing bread before the service and three people for clean up afterward.  Please stop by 
the Information Counter or call the office, if you can help.   If you have any questions, please 
contact Beverly Inbody (663-9376). 



 

 

Holy Week & Easter Scoop for Kids: We finish our Lenten journey and enter into 
the mystery of Easter with Holy Week.   - Xan Morgan 

 
 
 
Palm Sunday, April 9th: We will have palm branches to wave in worship 
as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry (a parade of sorts) into Jerusalem. 
The Children’s Choir will sing an anthem during worship. During Church 
School the kids will go on a journey with Jesus. They’ll walk alongside him 
as he enters into Jerusalem, has a meal with his friends and washes their 
feet and as he dies on the cross. We’ll celebrate with anticipation that this 
isn’t the end of the story as we make our journey with Jesus to his 
resurrection on Easter morning.  This journey will include crafts and 
activities similar to our usual Easter Event. We’ll conclude at the same 
time as 2nd hour at 12:30 pm. 
 
 
 

 
Good Friday, April 14th: We have 2 options for worship on Good 
Friday. We are participating in our annual midday service with First 
Methodist and First Congregational at First Methodist next door. First 
Baptist leads the 1:00-1:30 service with our choir singing. Most school-
aged kids have school on Good Friday this year. Nursery care is not 
provided at First Methodist. We also have a Tenebrae service here at 
First Baptist at 8:00 pm. Tenebrae is a quiet, 45 minute service. Children 
are welcome to attend worship. Childcare will be available. 
 

 
 
 
Easter, April 16th: Our journey with Jesus is now a huge celebration as life 
conquers death! We encourage you to worship together as a family for this 
festive service. Nursery care will be available as usual. Childcare will be 
provided for children in Kindergarten and younger following Time as Children. 
After the service we’ll have an Easter Egg hunt - a guaranteed way to help the 
kids know what a special day it is! 
 
 

 
 
Vacation Bible School Scoop: This year we are joining with other area churches to 
provide an experience for our kids of what it would be like to live in Jesus’ time. The kids 
will experience traditional family prayer rituals, a busy marketplace of crafts and snacks, 
short dramas of the stories of Jesus and a petting zoo onsite the last day.  Please mark 
your calendars now for the mornings (9:30-12:15 pm) of Tuesday-Thursday, June 20-
22. I have been a part of the planning team for this area wide VBS for many years and can 
guarantee that it will be a meaningful and fun experience for our kids. My kids look forward 
to it every year! If the half day schedule makes it difficult for your children to attend, 
connect with me and we’ll do our best to make a plan. More information to come soon. 
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Children in Worship: There are many ways in 
which children grow in Christ through worship. 

•  They learn that they belong to Christ and 
are welcome in his church, where we are all 
children of God. 

•  They are enriched by the beauty of music 
and art as expressions of praise and as human 
responses to God. 

•  They hear stories from the Bible read and 
interpreted, and begin to see Christian worship 
as one place where God may to speak to them. 

•  They discover that they are valued as 
persons by God and by the people of God. 
They build a store of the accumulated 
experiences of Christian community from which 
they may draw when they are older. 

Coffee Break Concert Series: 
On March 9, the very next day after 
strong wind swept our region, about 30 
people gathered in our sanctuary to 
nourish their souls with beautiful mu-
sic. Rita Wang, a doctoral student at 
the University of Michigan, shared her 
musical gift with the audience and lift-
ed many spirits performing two violin 
solo pieces by J.S. Bach. It was inspir-
ing to hear and see her sensitivity and 
love for the music. People left with 
warm hearts appreciating the con-
cert, and some headed back to their 
home with no power.  
 
The Coffee Break Concert Series is an 
outreach program that First Baptist 
proudly presents to our community. It 
has been reaching out to people more 
and more. People often come to me 
saying they wish they had known about 
the concert series earlier. To reach out 
to even more people in our community, 
we need your help. Please share the 
concert information with your friends 
and neighbors and invite them although 
you are not able to make it. Our ABWM 
members are great hosts welcoming all. 
Our sanctuary is a beautiful place to 
be. And there is always beautiful music 
to comfort souls. All concerts are free 
and open to all. The next and last con-
cert on the series for this season is 
Harpsichord Duo Concert on May 25 at 
12:15 pm. Mark your calendar!    
 
        ~Shin-Ae Chun 
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Campus Ministry Sunday 
On Sunday, March 12, members of The Gathering (our campus fellowship) led a beautiful worship 
service. The students planned and led all aspects of the service, including prayer, Scripture read-
ing, special music, and the sermon. Thank you so much to Christina Alaniz, Marissa Alaniz, Hannah 
Foster, Hayley Heaton, Sam Kidd, Anjali Nemorin, Elena Rosario, Alicia Stevers, and Chance Stine 
for sharing your gifts with us! 



 

 

Volunteers Needed! No Experience Needed! 
 

• Sunday Morning Greeters:  This is a great time to see friends and meet new people.   
• Sound System:  Help with recording the Sunday worship service and other services.  See Clay 

Scott for more information.   
 
All of the above positions are a great opportunity to meet people, help your church, and become 
more involved.  Sign up sheets can be found at the Information Counter. 
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Can & Bottle Drive Youth Fundraiser  
On June 18, our Youth Summer Mission Team will head to Spirit Lake Nation in North Dakota to 
work with the United Methodist mission there on the reservation. Every Sunday between now and 
the trip, the youth group will be collecting cans and bottles to take in to receive the deposit 
money on; this money will be used to help offset the costs of travel to North Dakota. You can help 
by bringing in your cans and bottles any Sunday (or every Sunday!). It's an easy way to make an 
important contribution to the service and learning of our youth group.  We have bins next to the 
Information Counter.  Thank you! 
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

3 4 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

5 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

7 8 

9 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 

10 11 
 
 
1:30  ChristCare 
 
 
4:00  Youth Fund 
-8:00  Raiser at  
           Panera Brd. 
 
5:30  Vespers 

12 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

13   Maundy 
       Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  Maundy 
          Thurs. Serv. 
          (at NCC) 
7:30  Choir 

14   Good 
         Friday 
 
 
1:00  Community 
          Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
8:00  Tenebrae 

15 

16    Easter 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Easter Egg 
             Hunt 

17 18 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

19 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 
          End of Year 
          Party 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

21 22 

23 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 
 
 4:00  Concert- 
           4aCause 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

26 
 
1:30  Bible Study 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

28 29 

30 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:15  Annual 
            Program 
            Meeting 

      



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, April 2 

                       
                  EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 
 

         I / We would like to order an Easter Lily ($17.50 each) to be given: 
    

         In honor of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

                  In memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

                  Given by: _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check made out to “First Baptist Church” for $_____, for a total of _____  
plants, which will be displayed on the chancel Easter Sunday, and may be picked up 
following the service that day.  Paid orders must be received by Tuesday, April 11, to 
be included in the Easter bulletin.  Be sure to write “Easter Lily” on the memo line of 
your check. 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

