
 

 

Pastor’s Perspective by Stacey Simpson Duke October 25, 2017 

 
In La Danta, Nicaragua, it’s hard to go anywhere very fast. When our mission teams have 
traveled there to work with AMOS Health and Hope, we’ve seen it firsthand: over rough, 
hilly, and sometimes extremely muddy terrain, people get where they need to go on foot 
or on horseback. To get almost anywhere in La Danta, at some point or other, you have to 
cross a stream; the way to cross a stream on foot is to walk across a bamboo bridge. 
 
Many of you have heard me talk about these bridges before. I don’t care for these rickety 
bridges, and there’s one that especially unnerves me. It is narrow, and particularly high, 
and particularly long, and in the middle section there is no handrail. The first time I went 
to La Danta, and I balked at that bridge, my group’s guide, José Adelfin, led me way 
upstream, where the water is shallower; he found a walking stick for me and helped me 
ford the stream.  
 
Eventually, after I’d seen everyone else cross that bridge many times without incident, I 
decided I would try it, too. I was still really scared of losing my balance, especially with 
everything I was carrying. But José Adelfin took my walking stick for me and went ahead 
of me, along with Marissa, while another person in our group, Macauley, took my backpack 
and stayed behind. They took the things I was carrying so I could cross the bridge 
unencumbered. 
 
As I took my first tentative step, José Adelfin called out encouragement from the shore 
ahead of me. He kept calling out to me the whole time, taking my focus off my feet and 
off the water, telling me I could do it. Marissa was smiling and cheering me on. I could 
hear Macauley behind me, encouraging me. When I got to the part where there was no 
more handrail, I took a deep breath and let go. I kept moving forward until I made it to 
the other side. I did the thing I was afraid of, the thing I really didn’t think I could do, 
because the people with me encouraged me, carried my burdens for me, and called me 
beyond myself. 
 
This is what we do as the church, too. In the face of obstacles and fear, we call each other 
forward, bear each other’s burdens, and walk alongside each other whenever possible, as 
we pursue the path of faith, hope, and love – which is also the path of courage. Pressing 
forward on this path has never been more important than it is now. The struggle between 
fear and love seems to touch on every single thing in our world. Every day, each of us has 
to choose again, between love and fear, between freedom and captivity, between hope 
and cynicism. And every day, we, the church, are called again to keep pressing on, to 
keep standing for love, for freedom, for hope, for compassion, for justice, for grace. 
 
What would you do if you were brave? What would you attempt, if you knew you could 
count on others to encourage, support, and accompany you? What does our world need 
from you? What does our world need from us, together? And what would you give – of 
yourself, your time, your money, your energy – to help that happen? Our giving is our 
response to God’s truly radical generosity. God’s power is at work within us, and able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20). What could we 
do, what could we give, what could we accomplish, if we really believe that? 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade):  
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars for the Intergenerational Advent Workshop on Sunday, November 26th 
from 5:00-7:00 pm. Dinner will be provided; you’ll have cooked enough by then! After dinner we’ll 
have time to do activities to get our hearts and homes ready for the coming of Jesus as a 
baby.  We’ll be making Advent wreaths with fresh greens and Advent calendars. And we’ll make 
bread for the Vespers dinner as our gift to others. You’ll learn more about other activities as we 
get closer to the gathering.  We’ll have devotions for you to use throughout Advent as well. If 
you’re interested in helping Xan with the Advent Workshop, please connect with her 
(xan@fbca2.org).  
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                 Library 
 

Astrid Beck continues the discussion on Heroes of the Bible. We will look at great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the Spring, we 
began with Moses and continued with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?).  We are continuing to study major men and women 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. No background readings required. Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
Sabbath-Keeping: Let Go, Behold, Sing                Memorial Lounge 
(Heather Entrekin, leader)  
 

Trusting that God’s commandment to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” speaks to the 
weariness, dysfunction, and anxiety of our day, this class seeks a deeper understanding of the 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, explores experiences of and resistance to Sabbath habits, and 
participates in Sabbath practices such as letting go, mindfulness, and worship.  This series will 
include these intentions: relax; be a safe place, a grace place; take care of yourself and others; 
plant seeds to nourish, deepen, and restore vocation and purpose; know yourself to be God’s 
beloved, just as you are; keep Sabbath. 
 
Young Adult Class              Room 108 
 

This class is studying the Gospel of Mark. Interested members of our class take turns sharing 
leadership of the study. Though we are working chronologically through the book, each Sunday is a 
stand-alone session, so newcomers or occasional participants are always welcome! 

 
Thank you! to Graham Miles who made this beautiful rack for our 
Worshipful Play Bags for children. We are grateful for Graham’s 
willing spirit, masterful craftsmanship and his faithfulness in all 
things. 
 
  
Our Small Group for Families with children  
(birth-Elementary school)  
Friday, November 10th from 7:00-8:30 pm is the next gathering 
for the new small group for families with young children. We’ll be 
gathering at the Binghams’ home (6213 Wilson Rd, A2). 
Guaranteed fun for the kids with Marissa and Christina, our paid 
childcare providers and parents will have a chance to talk and 
actually complete their sentences. It’s the little things. :) We’re 
looking forward to the time together!  

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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FBC News &  Happenings 

Thank you to our 21-member CROP Walk team who raised $2045 for local and global hunger 
relief, and thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to this important cause.  Great 
job, team! 

The night before the CROP Walk, the youth group had a lock-in during which they fasted and 
learned about hunger issues. Huge thank you to youth group alumni Marissa Alaniz and Joel 
Kerschbaum for helping out with this event! 



 

 

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 
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Hope Clinic’s:  “Adopt-A-Family Christmas Program” 
Hope Clinic, located in Ypsilanti, is a non-profit, Christian organization that provides free medical, 
dental, and social services to individuals and families. During the holidays they make an effort to 
bless their clients with gifts through the “Adopt-A-Family Christmas Program”. 
 
If you’re interested in adopting a family for Christmas and/or donating gift cards to help their 
clients in need, or would like more information, please feel free to contact Denese Brown or 
Debbie Proctor at Hope Clinic, 734-484-2989.  Hope Clinic is one of the ministries that we support 
through our church budget. 

2018 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are 
used to purchase books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with 
the food collection before Christmas. We know you get many free calendars in 
the mail but these are heavy-weight, beautifully photographed calendars which 
have a great surface for writing down your appointments and activities.  Plus 
there are scriptures for inspiration each time you glance at the calendar during 
your busy schedule!  At $10 they are a deal compared to other heavy-weight 
calendars found in stores and these calendars make great gifts.   The calendars 
will be available for sale near the Information Counter before and after worship, 
or you may contact Sue Ellen and she will mail you one (or two or three).  
Quantities are limited so pick up yours soon! 
 

Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
The Board of Mission Action sponsors an annual food drive for our friends 
at Hikone housing. The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low 
income children – they are not in school so they do not receive their free 
lunches and breakfasts and the food stamps are running out because it’s 
the end of the month.  Please help us gather a truck-load of food by 
December 17.  We are especially looking for kid-friendly non-perishable 
food such as macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal 
packets, juice/milk boxes, plastic containers of juice, tuna, canned 
pasta, breakfast granola bars, fruit cups and cans, etc.  We also love 
monetary donations which will be used to purchase milk, bread, fresh 
produce, laundry detergent and items that cannot be purchased with food 
stamps.  (Monetary donations should be given to Sue Ellen Glover.) 

 
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests 
It’s getting colder and as you get out your warmer clothing keep in mind that our 
Vespers guests are often without these items.  We are collecting new or gently 
used hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, long underwear, socks, coats, and 
sweatshirts.  Donations of grooming & personal items, such as shampoo, 
toothpaste, tooth brushes, small Kleenex packs, Band-Aids, are also greatly 
appreciated.  A basket will be near the Information Counter each Sunday for 
your donations. 

Clocks “fall back” one hour early in the morning on November 5th!   
A quick reminder that Daylight Saving Time ends and Eastern Standard Time 
begins on Sunday, November 5th.  Set your clocks back one hour before you go to 
bed on Saturday night.  Get to church on time! 
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Dear Church Family, 

On Sunday, October 15th, we will embark on our Financial Stewardship Campaign for 2018. This year’s campaign 
theme is Radical Generosity.  

A quick Google search of the word “radical” yields the following results: radical resistance, radical climate event, 
radical Islam, radical protesters, radical white terrorism, radical antifa, radical gun violence, radical ideas, radical right, 
radical left, radical immigration crackdown, radical women, radical Judaism, radical movement. 

During this time of changing social, political, and cultural tides, how can we be radical Christians?  

“Radical Christian” probably conjures up a certain image for you, an image with which you may not identify. 

Radicalism doesn’t have to be negative. How do we reclaim that word? How do we turn our confusion, frustration, 
and passion into something productive, something that at its root reflects the love of God?  

When you pledge a financial gift to our church, you are responding radically. You are supporting 
transformative ministries, life-changing missions, and a dynamic faith community.  

Imagine what our congregation, our community, our country, and our world would look like if you, and I, and all the 
rest of Christ’s followers devoted ourselves every day to being radical, living signs of God’s love.  

We can practice radical hospitality. We can be radically welcoming. We can love radically. We can encourage radical 
generosity. The world needs this!  

Let’s reclaim the word “radical.” Let’s feel, build, respond, love, and give - radically. 

Please use the enclosed pledge card to inform us of your pledge at your convenience. Your response by Sunday, 
November 5th will be appreciated. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your financial commitment to our 
church for 2018. 

Sincerely,  Marissa Alaniz and Bob Kidd 
Co-Chairs, 2017 Financial Stewardship Campaign 

Stewardship Campaign 2018: Radical Generosity 

In the next few weeks, we will celebrate Radical Generosity in several ways: 

• Members of our congregation will share their perspectives on why they support our 
church with radical generosity of all sorts, including financial generosity. 

• We will track our campaign progress with a poster hanging on the bulletin board by the 
Information Counter. When you turn in a pledge card, we invite you to add your name to 
a heart on the poster, showing your commitment to responding, loving, and giving radically. 

• On Sunday, November 5th, we will wrap up the financial campaign with a celebration 
during the post-service Fellowship Time. 
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FBC Stewardship 2018: Radical Generosity 
 

Relevant information about our Spending and Giving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radical Generosity for Missions 
 

Now more than ever our world needs people like us to shine the light of Christ into our neighborhoods and the 
world. Mission ini a ves provide a meaningful way for members to experience and channel the love of God. FBC 
has been escala ng its commitment to missions, and aspires to do more. Generous financial gi s, as well as 
investments of  me and enthusiasm, will enable us to con nue to grow this area of our church life.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At First Bap st Church of Ann Arbor, we use your gi s to sustain our five ministry areas of Worship, Care and 
Community, Chris an Educa on and Spiritual Forma on, Mission, and Outreach. Our property, administra on, 
and personnel are all essen al to carrying out these ministries, and the expenses for these have been divided 
according to the por on used for each ministry area. Graphics below depict the distribu on of income and 
expenses for the 2017 program year. 

Youth Mission Team in North Dakota, June 2017         September 2017 
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FBC Stewardship 2018: Radical Generosity   
Relevant information about our Spending and Giving 

 

 
 
 

Christian Education and Spiritual Formation for All 
First Bap st’s Chris an Educa on programs provide 
educa onal opportuni es for all ages, offering hundreds 
of opportuni es for learning and spiritual development 
each church year. 
Among our educa onal offerings are: 

• High-quality child-care overseen by a qualified 
professional 

• Second-hour classes for children of all ages 
• A vibrant, nurturing and outward-looking program 

for Youth from 7th grade through high school 
• Adult second-hour classes 
• A mid-week pastor-led in-depth Bible study  
• Opportuni es and scholarships for young people 

to a end Chris an summer camps 
• Semi-annual lectures by world-renown scholars in 

Theology, Ethics, Philosophy and related 
disciplines 

Your generous gi s of  me and financial contribu ons 
will help sustain and grow these programs. 

Generosity for Our Facilities 
Our venerable church facili es are maintained by the 
labors of many commi ed volunteers each year, as well 
as by our financial contribu ons. Here are some building
-related expenses for 2017: 

 

As you know, our building is used most days, both for 
FBC ac vi es, and by community organiza ons. Our 
busy downtown loca on keeps building traffic at a 
sustained high level and puts extra demands on our 
physical facili es. Your monetary contribu ons, as well 
as your dona ons of volunteer labor, will help us 
maintain and improve our facili es.  

Insurance  $11,000.00 
Gas  $16,000.00 
Electricity  $10,000.00 
Water & sewer  $3,500.00 
Rou ne maintenance  $15,000.00 
Outside services 
(cleaning, snow-removal) $21,000.00 

Facts About 2017 Pledging 
The chart at le  shows how last year’s pledges 
were distributed. For 2017, 76 households 
pledged a total of $434,049 to FBC. Each bar 
represents one-tenth (a decile) of those 
households. Labels below the bar indicate the 
dollar range of the pledges while the height of 
the bar indicates the percentage of total 
pledges given by this decile. For example, 10% 
of pledgers giving at least $16,000 account for 
34% of pledge receipts for 2017.  

Considering Your 2018 Pledge 
If you pledged for 2017, please prayerfully 
consider whether God is leading you to 
increase your pledge for 2018. If you did not 
pledge last year, please consider whether you 
can join us in financial support of God’s work 
at First Bap st of Ann Arbor and, through it, in 
the world. Every commitment counts, no 
ma er the size. 

Marissa Alaniz and Bob Kidd, Co-Chairs,  
2018 Financial Stewardship Campaign 
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November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

2 
 
12:15  Coffee 
            Break 
            Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir  

3 4 

5 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 
 
5:00  Concert 4a 
          Cause @ 
          Northside 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  Outreach 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 
6:30  Christian 
          Education 

8 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 
7:30  Executive 
          Council 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Parents 
          Small Group 
          @Binghams’ 

11 
 
Dr. Laura Parajon 
AMOS Health & 
Hope, visiting 

12 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 
Dr. Laura Parajon 
AMOS Health & 
Hope, visiting 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

15 *newsletter* 
 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

16 
 
 
1:00  ABWM - 
          Joint Mtg 
          Of Circles 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

17 18 

19 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

22 23 
 
Thanksgiving Day 

 
Church Buildings 
& Office Closed 

24 
 
 

 
Church Buildings 
& Office Closed 

25 

26 
 
10:00  Worship 
11:30  2nd Hour 
 
 
5:00   Advent 
           Workshop 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Vespers 

29 *newsletter* 
 
 
 
1:30  Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:30  Gathering 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Choir 

  



 

 

First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Nov 12 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  

 
ABWM Christmas Celebration Update 
The Holiday Bake Sale is a large part of our celebration and should not be missed.  
Again, we happily accept donated baked goods of any kind, as long as they do not need 
refrigeration.  Cakes, cookies, breads, and candies top the list of possibilities, but 
there are those unexpected specialties and tempting goodies that are always fun to 
discover.  All baked items need to be priced and clearly labeled for allergies, etc.  It is 
hard to price other people’s goodies; you know the value of the ingredients and can 
better judge the price.  Food items can be brought to the church kitchen on Saturday, 
December 9, between 10am and 1pm, or Sunday, December 10, before church.  If you 
have any questions, call or speak with Bev Inbody office 734-663-9376 or cell 904-5750. 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

