
 

 

Pastor’s Perspective by Paul Simpson Duke November 15, 2017 

 
Like most societies, we in the United States have an annual harvest celebration, and our 
traditions, customs, and vocabulary for it are well-established. Our version of the harvest 
celebration is called Thanksgiving and is observed on the fourth Thursday of November. We 
connect it to a story about pilgrims and Native Americans. If possible, we gather in families or 
with friends and eat a very large meal. A prayer of thanks may be said. Whatever else is on the 
menu, turkey, dressing/stuffing, yams, and cranberry sauce are generally expected. And for 
millions, the day will include watching an elegant and violent sport called football. These are our 
established traditions for observing the harvest celebration. This is how it’s done. 
 
But it could be done in any number of other ways. My favorite is the way prescribed for the 
Jewish people in Leviticus 23:39-43. The first thing to know is that this version of a Thanksgiving 
isn’t done in a single day, but in seven days and nights, suggesting that the right response to 
lavish blessing is to have a long, rollicking good time of giving thanks. It is also an outdoor 
celebration (blessedly, it happens earlier in the fall). And homemade huts are constructed. Each 
hut has three or four walls, and is covered on top with branches (myrtle, willow, and palm), 
which must have space enough spaces between them that the people in the hut can see the 
stars. The Hebrew word for “huts” is sukkot, and so the week of celebration is called “The Feast 
of Sukkot” or “Sukos.” In English, it is called it, “The Feast of Tabernacles” or “The Feast of 
Booths,” but it’s just as accurate, and a lot less archaic, to call it “The Feast of Huts.” 
 
All the sukos are to be decorated on the inside walls (the children have fun helping) with 
flowers, vegetables, grain, and fruit, especially the yellow esrog, which looks like a lemon but is 
larger and very fragrant. In this way, the hut is filled with colors—yellow, scarlet, and green—and 
with the delicious fragrances of harvest. A table is also there, with candles on it, and there are 
places to sit. In this space, the family eats their meals, sings, prays, has conversation. At night, 
because of the stipulated gaps between the branches over the hut, the people inside have not 
only candlelight but starlight, and especially moonlight, for the week begins at full moon. 
Imagine it: a seven-day colorful, musical picnic with  loved ones, all for feeling and expressing 
thankfulness for the spectacular fruitfulness of the earth, and for much more. 
 
Most striking about the Feast of Huts is its focus on vulnerability, poverty, and homelessness. The 
whole purpose of the huts is to remind the people that their forebears had been slaves, who 
when they were emancipated, lived for forty years in the wilderness with no roofs over their 
heads, and always vulnerable to the elements and other dangers. So the annual thanksgiving 
celebration was a reminder that the provisions we enjoy are not guaranteed, and that many 
people are deprived of them, and that we are one with such people. Herman Wouk, whose book 
This Is My God was my introduction to Sukos, said this: “For a folk settled in a rich farm country, 
contemplating their heaping harvests, the suko custom may have helped to limit the smugness of 
prosperity.” 
 
Lessons from this way of observing “thanksgiving”? Several come to mind: that gratitude rises 
from good memory; that thankfulness for our good fortune should be mindful of the poor and 
homeless, and of our deep kinship with them; and that everything we know to be thankful for has 
it place within, and is connected to, the numberless wonders of God’s creation and redemption: 
to all the sweet fragrances and colors of the fruitful earth; to every form of sufficient provision; 
to all liberations of captive people; to the privilege of befriending the poor; and to the splendor 
of the stars, shining in the night and filling the universe beyond our imaging. To set our minds on 
these things, even as we sit down to the turkey and fixins’ and to the loved ones at the table, 
that would be a larger and deeper Thanksgiving, and an exceptionally good one.          
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade):  
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Intergenerational Advent Workshop is right around the corner - Sunday, November 26th 
from 5:00-7:00 pm! Join us for a delicious dinner from Noodles & Company followed by activities 
to help us prepare the way for Jesus. We’ll be making birdfeeders with Graham Miles, ornaments 
with felted wool and gingerbread nativities. We’ll also be making soft pretzels for our Vesper 
guests. We are looking for folks to staff the activity stations. If you’re interested and able to help, 
please connect with Xan (xan@fbca2.org) or Christina Alaniz (cnalaniz@umich.edu). If you have 
the following items to donate, please let us know. We need old wool coats and sweaters, 
cordless drills and soft pretzel dough.  We’re looking forward to our time together; please invite 
friends too. You can RSVP for the event by clicking here or at the information counter at church on 
Sunday morning.  

11/15/17 

mailto:xan@fbca2.org
mailto:cnalaniz@umich.edu
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke is leading a study of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                 Library 
 

Astrid Beck continues the discussion on Heroes of the Bible. We will look at great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the Spring, we 
began with Moses and continued with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?).  We are continuing to study major men and women 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. No background readings required. Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
Sabbath-Keeping: Let Go, Behold, Sing                Memorial Lounge 
(Heather Entrekin, leader)  
 

Trusting that God’s commandment to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” speaks to the 
weariness, dysfunction, and anxiety of our day, this class seeks a deeper understanding of the 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, explores experiences of and resistance to Sabbath habits, and 
participates in Sabbath practices such as letting go, mindfulness, and worship.  This series will 
include these intentions: relax; be a safe place, a grace place; take care of yourself and others; 
plant seeds to nourish, deepen, and restore vocation and purpose; know yourself to be God’s 
beloved, just as you are; keep Sabbath. 
 
Young Adult Class              Room 108 
 

This class is studying the Gospel of Mark. Interested members of our class take turns sharing 
leadership of the study. Though we are working chronologically through the book, each Sunday is a 
stand-alone session, so newcomers or occasional participants are always welcome! 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 

FBC News &  Happenings 

Special mission giving: Hurricane Harvey 
We have received a letter of appreciation from the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
(ABHMS) for the special offering we collected for hurricane relief. We received $1031.59 in our 
September Fellowship Offering, 100% of which will be used to provide immediate emergency 
response to areas affected by the hurricane. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Radical Generosity 2018 
Our in-service financial stewardship 
campaign for 2018 culminated on November 
5th. During the course of the campaign we 
heard members of the church give their own 
testimony as to why generous financial 
support of our church's mission is crucially 
important, entirely worthwhile, and an act 
of grateful joy. The theme of this year's 
campaign is "Radical Generosity." Our 
congregation is able to be radically 
generous with our ministry to the local and 
global community because our members are 
radically generous with their own offerings and gifts. What does radical generosity look like in 
your life?  
  
For 2018, our ministry and mission needs call for a combined increase in our total budget that is 
3.2% higher than our budget needs for 2017. This small increase represents big steps in 
accomplishing our vision for ministry, such as:  
 

• adding a staff position to help manage and care for our facilities;  
• increasing the quality of our online presence through targeted search engine marketing; 
• increasing our support for mission beyond our congregation, including such things as 

support for a local refugee family; 
• offering a small pay raise to our staff. 

 
If you have already pledged, thank you. If you have not yet pledged, we hope that you will 
consider doing so. Please visit the bulletin board beside the information counter to track the 
progress of the campaign and to add your own pledge heart to the display, if you wish. Thank 
you for your support of the ministries of FBC. 
 

- Marissa Alaniz and Bob Kidd, Co-Chairs, 2018 FBC Stewardship Campaign 
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The Education Project Holiday Giving Tree    
The Education Project Holiday Giving Tree helps Washtenaw County students in homeless and 
temporary living situations to receive a special gift during the winter holiday season.  Last school 
year, the Education Project was able to provide some holiday cheer to nearly 500 children and 
youth living in shelters, motels, cars, temporary foster care placements and other temporary 
situations.  This gift drive is often the only source of holiday gifts for these students during the 
holiday season and serves students in all 9 school districts and 13 charter schools in the county. 
 
Our congregation has committed to buy gifts for six children and youth.  These gifts are due 
November 26th  and should be placed unwrapped in a gift bag with the special gift tag attached.   
• GIFTS FOR Preschool - 5TH GRADE SHOULD INCLUDE:  a new age appropriate book, a small 

game or toy or art supplies/craft projects, a winter hat and set of gloves   
• GIFTS FOR 6TH - 12TH GRADE SHOULD INCLUDE: a gift card to a store or restaurant ($10-$25), 

a winter hat and set of gloves.   
 
If you would like to provide a gift for an Education Project child or youth, please pick up a gift tag 
THIS SUNDAY at the table near the Information Counter and sign the list next to the number on 
the tag.  If you are unable to get a tag this Sunday or wish to donate financially towards these 
gifts please contact Sue Ellen Glover (gloverse@hotmail.com; 734-646-2639). 

Fall Corn Maze - A Youth Group Tradition 
On October 29, nine youth, one youth alum, and six youth parents gathered for a fun (but chilly!) 
afternoon at Farmer J's World Record Corn Maze in Dundee. They had a great time building 
relationships and solving the maze together.  

Interfaith Roundtable of Washtenaw County presents “Faces of Faith VII” 
One of the annual programs that the IRT offers the community is a “face to face” experience with 
people from many different religious and spiritual backgrounds.  This year we have six presenters 
ready to talk about the joys and misconceptions that come with their tradition or beliefs?   Come 
listen to and engage with a Hindu, an Interfaith minister, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Jew and a 
Catholic. 
Date:   Sunday, January 14, 2018  
Time:   4-6 pm 
Place:  Zion Lutheran Church, 1501 W Liberty, AA 

mailto:gloverse@hotmail.com


 

 

FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
From time to time, we hear from folks that they didn’t get word of various events.  Here is a 
quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  

Focus on Our Church Family 
The Board of Care and Community is starting a new newsletter feature.  We regularly print 
information about new members in our newsletter, but we realized that we don’t offer the same 
opportunity to newcomers to know about families/individuals who have been part of the 
congregation for a few, or many, years.  So in order for all of us to become more familiar with our 
church family, we will highlight a family or individual in our newsletters.  You will be contacted 
and invited to submit a paragraph or two describing interests, background, and anything else you 
would like us to know.  
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Coffee Break Concert Series 
On November 2, despite the rainy weather, about 75 
people gathered in our sanctuary to hear organ works by 
Buxtehude and Bach on our 3-manual Robert Noehren 
Organ. When Bach was 20 years old, he was already an 
accomplished organist. Having learned and admired 
Buxtehude's music by transcribing his pieces  in his teens, 
Bach wanted to hear Buxtehude play the organ in person. 
So he took a 250-mile journey on foot from Arnstadt to 
Lübeck. This concert was designed for the audience to 
have a chance to hear organ works by two great 
composers one after another and to have a feeling of what 
Bach might have found in Buxtehude's music. Bach did not 
travel much during his life time. He learned different 
styles of music from other countries by copying it by hand. 
The trip to Lübeck must have meant a lot to Bach. When 
our organ was being built, the idea was to build it in the 
Neo-Baroque style, which was part of the Organ Reform 
Movement that had been happening around Europe and in 
the United States.  Our organ has voices that are ideal for 
playing music from the Baroque period. "Organ: Bach and 
Buxtehude" is planned to continue as a series on its own in 
the future. The audience also enjoyed the refreshments 
that our ABWM members kindly prepared. It was a good 
place to be.  
 
It is a blessing that our church is a good place for people to be. Our Coffee Break Concert series is 
one of our outreach programs. Please help us reach out to the community, your friends and 
neighbors by sharing the concert information and flyers.  
 
Next concert is Violin and Organ/Piano Concert on December 7, featuring music by Rheinberger 
and Ritter. Violinist Rita Wang played beautifully two violin solo pieces by J.S. Bach on our series 
last year. I am excited to collaborate with her to play these beautiful pieces on the organ and the 
piano. It will be a nice concert. So come, invite your friends and neighbors, and enjoy!   

- Shin-Ae Chun 

mailto:office@fbca2.org
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A Visit from Dr. Laura Parajon, AMOS Health & Hope 
This past weekend, we hosted American Baptist medical missionary, Dr. Laura Parajon, Medical 
Director of the Christian nonprofit AMOS Health and Hope, our mission partner in Nicaragua. Dr. 
Parajon met with our Mission Action Board on Saturday morning, preached in worship on Sunday 
morning, and gave a presentation during Second Hour. We had a cake and sang "Happy Birthday" 
to AMOS in honor of their 10 years of ministry. We took an impromptu collection during the 
presentation, receiving a total of $350 to be sent to AMOS to support their ministry. This is in 
addition to the $500 offering we collected and sent in August to help with their groundbreaking 
Zika prevention project. These gifts represent contributions over and above our annual budget 
support, which helps fund the community health program in the rural village of La Danta. On 
Saturday, the Mission Action Board presented the check for our annual budget contribution to Dr. 
Parajon. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the 2016 Annual Report of AMOS, or if you 
would like to be added to their email list for monthly updates, please contact Stacey 
(staceyduke@gmail.com). We are so blessed to partner with AMOS in their mission to improve the 
health of impoverished communities in Nicaragua by working alongside them in health, education, 
and development. 

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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2018 Calendars 
Each year the children sell God’s Creation calendars for $10.  The profits are 
used to purchase books for the children of Hikone housing to be delivered with 
the food collection before Christmas. We know you get many free calendars in 
the mail but these are heavy-weight, beautifully photographed calendars which 
have a great surface for writing down your appointments and activities.  Plus 
there are scriptures for inspiration each time you glance at the calendar during 
your busy schedule!  At $10 they are a deal compared to other heavy-weight 
calendars found in stores and these calendars make great gifts.   The calendars 
will be available for sale near the Information Counter before and after worship, 
or you may contact Sue Ellen and she will mail you one (or two or three).  
Quantities are limited so pick up yours soon! 

 
Holiday Food Collection for Hikone Housing 
The Board of Mission Action sponsors an annual food drive for our friends at 
Hikone housing. The Christmas holiday break is very tough on low income 
children – they are not in school so they do not receive their free lunches and 
breakfasts and the food stamps are running out because it’s the end of the 
month.  Please help us gather a truck-load of food by December 17.  We are 
especially looking for kid-friendly non-perishable food such as macaroni and 
cheese, peanut butter, cereal, soup, oatmeal packets, juice/milk boxes, plastic 
containers of juice, tuna, canned pasta, breakfast granola bars, fruit cups and 
cans, etc.  We also love monetary donations which will be used to purchase 
milk, bread, fresh produce, laundry detergent and items that cannot be purchased with food 
stamps.  (Monetary donations should be given to Sue Ellen Glover.) 

 
Warm Clothing for Vespers Guests 
It’s getting colder and as you get out your warmer clothing keep in mind that our 
Vespers guests are often without these items.  We are collecting new or gently 
used hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, long underwear, socks, coats, and 
sweatshirts.  Donations of grooming & personal items, such as shampoo, 
toothpaste, tooth brushes, small Kleenex packs, Band-Aids, are also greatly 
appreciated.  A basket will be near the Information Counter each Sunday for 
your donations. 

2017 American Baptist Women’s Ministries’ Christmas Celebration 
There are fewer than 25 days until December 10 and so much to do!  The Celebration is in 
three parts: the Holiday Bake Sale, the Holiday Bazaar, and the Gently-Used Holiday 
Decorations.  Each area will have its own special features.  Most of the items are 
contributions made by our ABWM ladies and we are more than happy to accept contributions 
from other church members.  We appreciate any donations which help with our sales. 
 
The Holiday Bazaar will once again tempt you with craft items such as knitting, crochet, and 
sewn items for children and adults, such as mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, blankets, afghans, 
leg warmers, etc.  When pricing your items, please list fiber content, washing directions, 
etc. A large inventory is not as important as the one or two items you can make.  One scarf 
is as important as ten scarves. 
 
The Gently-Used Holiday Decorations table will be filled with decorations along with 
wrapping papers, gift bags, tags, ribbons, holiday cards and holiday books for children and 
adults.  As you are going through storage boxes, closets, etc., finding holiday items you no 
longer want, please consider them as a treasure for these tables.  We won’t turn anything 
away. 
 
You can bring in non-food items anytime to the church office or Sunday mornings to the  
Information Counter.  Large items can come directly to the Fellowship Hall stage 
Wednesday, December 6, and placed behind the curtains.  Food and baked goods can come 
to the church kitchen on Saturday, December 9, after 10:00am or  Sunday morning, 
December 10.  If you are not comfortable with pricing, there will be people to help you.  If 
you have questions, please call Bev Inbody at the church office (734-663-9376) or her cell 
(734-904-5750). 
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First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Nov 26 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Please order ________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services at 
$20 each, and list as such in the bulletin:  

               

      In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

      In memory of:  ____________________________________________ 

      From:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

               I have enclosed $______ as payment for the poinsettia(s).  
Please have paid orders to the office by Friday, December 8 .   

Thank you! 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

