
 

 

Pastors’ Perspectives by Paul Simpson Duke October 11, 2017 

 
I have a great job. I marvel at what I am privileged to do and invited to be as a pastor. Other fields 
of work can also be deeply fulfilling, and some of them make far more positive differences than 
pastors can do, but the pastoral vocation is unique in its opportunities and rewards. Here are some 
of them (and since I get to do this work in partnership with Stacey—another first-rate benefit!—I’ll 
change my pronouns from singular to plural).  
   
As pastors, we get to live in close relationship with people of all ages. Who else gets to do that? 
From the youngest children, to bigger kids, to teenagers, to college students, and adults of every 
age, right into triple digits—we are privileged to know and love and work with them all, and not 
just as individuals, but as a great, interrelated community. On Sundays, we stand before a beloved 
multigenerational gathering, and get to offer the best of news to them all. 
 
We also have the privilege of being present to people through all manner of rites of passage. We 
get to hold newborn babies on their first day and celebrate with their parents. We dedicate these 
babies in the presence of the church, and in time may get to baptize them. We go to graduations, 
officiate at weddings and renewals of wedding vows, and are fortunate guests at parties of all kinds 
to celebrate life and love and achievement. We are present at less happy times, too, with 
individuals and families in crisis. We are present at bedsides in times of illness, present through 
seasons of recovery, and present with the dying and with grieving loved ones. We offer prayers and 
words at funerals and memorial services, times of remembrance, love, sorrow, and hope. Some of 
this work is heartbreaking and very difficult. Yet the fact remains that these are holy moments, 
and very precious, and an opportunity to be an instrument of God’s grace in a time of need and 
unusual receptiveness. 
 
More generally, we are obliged to be occupied with matters of meaning, and on many fronts: 
personal, relational, social, institutional, theological, spiritual. We are invited to contemplate 
history, the sciences, the arts, and the social realities around us. Happily, we are required to study 
and reflect deeply on the Bible, the best of all books, and to apply its vision and truth to human 
life here and now. In partnership—always in partnership—with wonderful people, we get to offer 
the hospitality of Christ, to help in the shaping of faithful and compassionate lives, to serve in 
behalf of the poor, to advocate for justice, to grow a community of praise, faith, hope, kindness, 
and joy.  
 
I wouldn’t want you to think I enjoy everything I do, or that I believe I’m doing well at all of it. My 
deficiencies are painfully clear to me. Choices to take up some tasks mean that others are 
neglected or not done as well as they deserve to be. (A seminary professor told me, “Son, in this 
profession you’ll need to choose your guilt.”) But the fact remains that what you have called 
Stacey and me to do—what you have encouraged us and supported us in doing—constitutes an 
enormous privilege, and there are many pleasures in it. 
 
Crucial in it all is this: that our church is a community of encouragement. Many pastors, men and 
women who are called and gifted for their vocation, are miserable because they labor in 
dysfunctional congregations. A church (and its pastors!) can be unwell in many ways: 
contentiousness, indifference, smugness, nitpicking, struggles for power, and more. I thank God 
that our church is not plagued by any of these. There is a tremendously positive energy in our 
fellowship, a shared passion for ministry, a spirit of generous welcome, mutual encouragement, 
and shared joy. One evidence of it recently for Stacey and me has been your supportive celebration 
of our receiving the sabbatical grant for next summer. Thank you for that, and thank you most of 
all for being such good partners in what all of us are called to do and be. Being your pastors—
working for you and with you—is a really great job! 
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Children and Youth Christian Education and Music 
 
Our Sunday morning schedule: Children are an integral part of our worshiping church family; 
children of all ages are welcome in worship. Staff and volunteers transition the kids during the 
morning. Our goal is to make it easy for parents to participate in “Second Hour,” our adult class 
offerings.  
 
Infant - 3-year-olds:  
10:00    Worship with family, nursery available  
10:30    Families may choose to have kids go to the nursery following Time as Children for a time 

of praying and storytelling in the nursery. Snack will be provided.  
11:30    Children and nursery staff go to another play space (room 202 A) for Friendship Time.    
12:30    Parents come to pick up kids in room 202A (Children’s Ministry wing) after 2nd hour adult 

classes.  
 
4-year-olds – 2nd grade: room 202A/B 
10:30    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:05    Snack  
11:15    Grace Notes Choir with Marissa Alaniz 
11:30    Friendship Time staffed by Kathryn Gregg and nursery volunteer  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
3rd – 6th Grade: Room 201B 
10:30    Snack  
10:45    Church School: connecting, praying, storytelling, responding 
11:30    Children’s Choir with Shin-Ae Chun (music room) 
12:00    Friendship Time with Xan Morgan  
12:30    Parents pick up kids after 2nd hour adult classes.  
 
Youth (7th-12th grade):  
10:00  Worship 
11:00    Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30     Church School (Room 107) 
 
 
Our new Small Group for Families with children (birth-Elementary school) that will meet 
monthly on the second Friday of the month.  For the fall, we’ll meet from 7:00-8:30 pm on 
October 13, November 10 and December 8. Childcare will be provided for kids so the parents can 
talk and complete their sentences. :) Please contact Xan (xan@fbca2.org) if you’d like to join the 
group.  
 
 
Opportunities for Kids to serve: We are committed to providing opportunities for the kids of FBC 
to make a difference in our local community and the world at large.  

• Our next opportunity is the CROP hunger walk on Sunday, October 15. There will be a 5 mile 
and a 1 mile walk.  The Morgans will be doing the 1 mile walk and would love to have 
partners. See page 4 for details. 

• The following Sunday, the 22nd our 3rd-6th grade class will be learning about the work of 
UNICEF with Sue Ellen Glover. They will then join the congregation in the Fellowship Hall to 
collect money to support UNICEF.   
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Other Adult Education Opportunities: 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on September 20.  Pastor Paul Simpson Duke will lead a study 
of the Gospel of John. 
 
Small Groups: We have continuing small groups centered on study, sharing, prayer, worship and 
mission meeting at various times. See Stacey or Paul for information on how to join an existing 
group or form a new group. 
 
College/University Students:  The Gathering is for undergraduates and graduate students.  
We gather during the school year for a free home-cooked meal, friendship, and study.  If you 
would like to be added to the email list for weekly updates about gatherings and service 
opportunities, please email Stacey Simpson Duke at staceyduke@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education                                 (11:30-12:30)  
 
Heroes of the Bible (Astrid Beck, leader)                                 Library 
 

Astrid Beck continues the discussion on Heroes of the Bible. We will look at great men and 
women, outstanding leaders in the biblical account, who are foundational to our faith, who not 
only defined it, but who also taught the values inherent in our faith practices.  In the Spring, we 
began with Moses and continued with Elijah (highlighted again in the Gospels of Mark and Luke in 
the Transfiguration account; why those two?).  We are continuing to study major men and women 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. No background readings required. Bring your 
favorite Bible or use one of ours. 
 
Sabbath-Keeping: Let Go, Behold, Sing                Memorial Lounge 
(Heather Entrekin, leader)  
 

Trusting that God’s commandment to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” speaks to the 
weariness, dysfunction, and anxiety of our day, this class seeks a deeper understanding of the 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, explores experiences of and resistance to Sabbath habits, and 
participates in Sabbath practices such as letting go, mindfulness, and worship.  This series will 
include these intentions: relax; be a safe place, a grace place; take care of yourself and others; 
plant seeds to nourish, deepen, and restore vocation and purpose; know yourself to be God’s 
beloved, just as you are; keep Sabbath. 
 
Young Adult Class              Room 108 
 

This class is studying the Gospel of Mark. Interested members of our class take turns sharing 
leadership of the study. Though we are working chronologically through the book, each Sunday is a 
stand-alone session, so newcomers or occasional participants are always welcome! 

Intergenerational Fellowship Hour was delightful!  

mailto:staceyduke@gmail.com
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FBC News &  Happenings 
Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Walk This Sunday  
 
Walk. Give. Change the world.  
One in seven Washtenaw County residents – and one 
in six children – struggles with hunger. Join us on 
Sunday afternoon, October 15 at Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, as we gather with others in our 
community to fight hunger both here and around the 
world. This year’s walk will also be focusing on the 
refugee crisis and ways we can help at the local, 
state, and national levels. Our children and teens 
and their families will be walking, and they invite 
you to join them, either by walking with them or by 
financially supporting their efforts. Look for the 
CROP Walk table this Sunday to sign up as a walker 
or to make a financial contribution. You can also 
donate online: http://bit.ly/2xuTF8B 
 

This year, the night before the CROP Walk, our youth are working to boost their fundraising as well 
as their own awareness, by participating in what we call “The 5:24 Initiative.” Taking its name 
from Amos 5:24, which says, “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream,” this event is a lock-in, a fundraiser, and an educational event for the youth. The 
youth group will fast from dinner (and nighttime snacks) as a sign of solidarity with children 
around the world who will go to bed hungry. The group will donate to the CROP Walk the amount 
that would have been spent on a lock-in dinner and snacks. Show the youth you share their 
concern about local and global hunger by making an extra contribution to the CROP Walk in honor 
of their efforts. 
Coffee Break Concert 
On October 5, which was a beautiful, sunny day, 
about sixty people gathered to hear the first 
concert of the season on our Coffee Break 
Concert Series: The Flemish Harpsichord featuring 
Edward Parmentier. With a "wow" as the lid was 
opened, the journey to the 16th and 17th 
centuries began. The music by Byrd, Louis 
Couperin, Frescobaldi and D'Anglebert came to 
life as if we had heard it living then, whereas 
outside there was the life of the 21st century 
going on with occasional sirens and hammering 
from the construction site. The Capriccio by 
Frescobaldi was a special treat to hear the depth 
of the early music as Ed was playing the four-part 
music and singing the fifth part with simple words 
"Re Fa Fa Mi Sol Fa Mi Re." Who knew these words 
could have so much meaning and emotion? After 
the concert, the audience had a chance to see 
the harpsichord, which was a rare model, up 
close, asking questions about the instrument and 
the music. The next concert is Organ Concert: 
Bach and Buxtehude performed by Shin-Ae Chun 
on November 2, Thursday at 12:15 pm. Our three-
manual Noehren Organ will be once again fully played great organ pieces by Bach and 
Buxtehude.This is a free concert and open to all. It is also one of our church's outreach programs 
for the community. Please invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy this opportunity. Help us 
reach out. The concert flyers and postcards with the schedule are available for you to use. Thanks 
to our ABWM members for providing refreshments, on a Thursday every month (October-May) our 
church becomes a warm place for people to gather together to hear beautiful music and share 
their love for music with others.  

http://bit.ly/2xuTF8B


 

 

Volunteers Needed! No Experience Needed! 
 

• Communion Servers:  On the first Sunday of the month, volunteers are needed to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up for Communion.   

• Sunday Morning Greeters:  This is a great time to see friends and meet new people.   
• Sound System:  Help with recording the Sunday worship service and other services.  See Clay 

Scott for more information.   
 
All of the above positions are a great opportunity to meet people, help your church, and become 
more involved.  Sign up sheets can be found at the Information Counter. 
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FBC e-Connection and Newsletter Email Distribution   
Over the past couple of months, the office has heard from quite a few people that they didn’t get 
word of various events.  Here is a quick summary of how to get your email added to one or both 
of the distribution lists… 
 
The church office sends out two communications electronically.  FBC e-Connections are sent out 
with important news about happenings at the church and the concerns of church members, such 
as prayer concerns, birth and death announcements.  We have a separate distribution for the FBC 
Newsletter, and can send it by email to anyone who wishes to receive it that way.  
 
If you aren’t currently subscribed to either list and wish to be, please email the church office at 
office@fbca2.org and we will send out an invitation to subscribe to either or both lists.  When you 
get the email invitation, click on the link to finish the subscription process.  In order to prevent 
complaints about spam, the distribution program doesn’t allow us to simply add an email 
address to the list.  
 

The MacGregor-Stitt Circle next meets at 1:00pm on Thursday,  October 19th, in the Memorial 
Lounge.  The co-hostesses are Shelly Alton and Joyce Robbins.  The program is “Feeling Love” by 
Sandra Deline. (Note: location change from that which appears in the annual program) 

The Beecher-Brewer Circle  next meets at 1:00pm on Tuesday, October 17th, at Brookhaven 
Manor.  The program will be an update on the student mission programs (Spirit Lake, Wind River, 
etc.). 

 
Friendly Reminder from the AB Women’s Ministries 
On December 10 the AB Women’s Ministries will have their annual Christmas Celebra-
tion in the fellowship hall after the worship service.  They will have a Holiday Bazaar, 
Holiday Bake Sale, and offer other holiday items to bring cheer to your festive season.  
We welcome anyone who would like to contribute craft items, baked goods, etc. to 
help with our sales.  This is a major fund raiser for the AB Women’s Ministries and is 
used to continue our programs within and outside our church.  More will be said in the 
future newsletters.  If you have any questions, ask Beverly Inbody at church (734-663-
9376) or her cellphone (734-904-5750). 

The Interfaith Roundtable of Washtenaw County will hold its 23rd Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Celebration on Sunday evening, November 19th, at 7 p.m., at Beth Israel 
Congregation, 2000 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor.  Join us as we give thanks with readings, music, 
meditations from a wide variety of faith traditions around the theme of “Gratitude For Our 
Diversity.”  Refreshments following celebration.  Donations accepted for non-perishable food or 
turkey money to help those in need in our community.  2017 Interfaith Calendars also available. 
For more information, call Rev. George Lambrides at 734-424-1535 or email gbrides@umich.edu. 

mailto:office@fbca2.org
mailto:gbrides@umich.edu


 

 

Follow us on Facebook!   If you aren't already a fan of FBCA2 on 
Facebook, come on over and "Like" our page: facebook.com/fbca2.  
We post regular updates there about what's going on around here, 
along with the occasional devotional thought. You can post on our 
wall as well. If you are already a fan, did you know that you can 
easily share certain FBCA2 posts with your own Facebook friends? Events and links that can be 
shared will have a "Share" button (in addition to the usual "Like" and "Comment" buttons). Click 
"share" and the event or link will show up on your own Facebook page for all your friends to see. 
It's a great way to get the word out about special happenings at our church. 
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Focus on Our Church Family 
The Board of Care and Community is starting a new newsletter feature.  We regularly print 
information about new members in our newsletter, but we realized that we don’t offer the same 
opportunity to newcomers to know about families/individuals who have been part of the 
congregation for a few, or many, years.  So in order for all of us to become more familiar with our 
church family, we will highlight a family or individual in our newsletters.  You will be contacted 
and invited to submit a paragraph or two describing interests, background, and anything else you 
would like us to know.  

Reaching Across Differences:  Conversations that Matter in Today’s World 
Some have asked, “How do I talk with people who see life from such a different points of view?”  
Others have said, “I just want to be a better listener.”  And still others wonder, “Are there better 
ways to connect with those who don’t think like me, look like me or practice like me?”   
 
A current crisis in our society is our ongoing struggle to truly hear each other and to help each 
other discern what sits at the heart of our beliefs, our fears and our desires for a wholesome life. 
What are some deep listening and inquiry practices that can bring us closer together rather than 
further apart? 
 
The IRT invites you to come explore and practice conversations that will expand our ability to 
listen more deeply and discover what truly matters at the core of any conversation.  How can we 
reflect each other’s sacredness in ways that can help each of us see our true beauty and each 
other’s heart’s desire to thrive and live a blessed life? 
 

• Four October evenings (7-9 pm):  3 Tuesdays (3,10,17) & 1 Thursday (26) 
• Themes:  four core attributes (trust, hope, love and clarity/light) 
• Approach:  self-examination, small and large group discussion 
• Location:  Zion Lutheran Church, 1501 W. Liberty, Ann Arbor 
• Facilitator:  Rev. Susan King, IRT Co-Director   
• Cost:  $40 (includes all materials) 

 
Reserve a place by registering via email at gbrides@umich.edu  

mailto:gbrides@umich.edu
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The world’s great religions all celebrate a fundamental value of love, compassion 
and equality with respect to all people, including strangers and aliens. Religions 
seek to oppose the limitation of those values whether imposed by individuals, 
organizations or governments. These values are also reflected in the US Declaration 
of Independence.  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to 
secure these rights, Governments are ins tuted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed;”  
 

Today the value of equality of the “consent of the governed” is under attack by the 
practice of gerrymandering which results in unequal voting rights among the 
citizens due to careful crafting of voting districts by those in power. In addition to 
inherent unfairness, gerrymandering leads to four results.  

• Very few contested districts with voters having similar political views 
packed together.  

• The primary becomes the main election and politicians only have to 
appeal to those voters who already agree with them.  

• Elections are predictable so it is difficult to recruit quality minority 
candidates to challenge the majority, and minority voters become 
apathetic.   

• Winning representatives don’t need to consider compromise in the 
legislature because their base does not want it. Government becomes 
dysfunctional. 

ICPJ strongly supports a citizen-led organization called Voters Not Politicians which 
is gathering signatures in support of a ballot initiative that would create a non-
partisan redistricting commission to create new, more representative voting 
districts. We are providing several resources to any of you who want to learn more 
about this issue and to sign a petition.  

• ICPJ has planned three one hour events, including an entertaining power 
point presentation and a Q&A period to provide more details about the 
issue of gerrymandering. We invite you to come to any of them. They 
are on 10/12 at 7:30 pm at the ICPJ office 1414 Hill St. AA, on 10/19 
at 7:30 pm at Brown Chapel 1043 W Michigan Ave, Ypsi, and 10/29 at 
3:30 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church 1400 W. Stadium Blvd. AA. There 
will be petitions at each of these sessions.  
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First Baptist Church 
517 E Washington Street 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104-2015 
734-663-9376 
www.fbca2.org 
office@fbca2.org 
 
The Reverends Paul & Stacey Simpson Duke, Co-Pastors 

Next  
Newsletter 
Deadline:                  

 

Sunday, Oct 22 

During Fellowship  me on October 
22, the 3rd -6th graders will be 
collec ng for UNICEF.  Trick-or-Treat 
for UNICEF started in 1950 with the 
help of Eleanor Roosevelt as a way 
children could help other children 

living in countries affected by WWII.  Today these funds help save 
children’s lives in over 190 countries and territories through 
immuniza on, educa on, health care, nutri on, clean water and 
sanita on.  All of the work of UNICEF springs from the belief that we 
must lead and inspire the world to put children first.  Your dona ons 
help our FBC children help other children around the world. 

http://www.fbca2.org
mailto:office@fbca2.org

